April 6%, 2025 &8 ASCENSION

The Fifth Sunday in Lent

First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH.

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings
out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are
extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the
things of old. | am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? |
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honour
me, the jackals and the ostriches; for | give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom | formed for myself so that they
might declare my praise.

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

Then they said among the nations, *
"The Lord has done great things for them.”

The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.

Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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Deuxiéme Lecture Philippiens 3:4B-14

LECTURE DE LA LETTRE DE PAUL AUX PHILIPPIENS.

J'aurais plus de raisons de le faire que qui que ce soit d'autre. J'ai été circoncis le
huitieme jour aprés ma naissance. Je suis Israélite de naissance, de la tribu de Benjamin,
Hébreu descendant d'Hébreux. Pour l|'obéissance a la Loi, j'étais pharisien, j'étais
tellement passionné que je persécutais I'Eglise. Et pour mener une vie conforme a sa
volonté, prescrite par la Loi, j'étais devenu irréprochable. Mais ces qualités que je
regardais comme un gain, je les considere maintenant comme une perte a cause du
Christ. Et je considére méme toute chose comme une perte en comparaison de ce bien
supréme : connaitre Jésus Christ mon Seigneur, pour qui je me suis privé de tout
avantage personnel ; je considere tout cela comme des déchets, afin de gagner le Christ
et d'étre parfaitement uni a lui. Je n'ai plus la prétention d'étre reconnu juste grace a la
Loi. C'est par la foi du Christ que je suis juste, et je suis juste grace a Dieu, en m'appuyant
sur la foi. Tout ce que je désire, c'est de connaitre le Christ et la puissance de sa
résurrection, d'avoir part a ses souffrances et d'étre rendu semblable a lui dans sa mort.
Et j'ai I'espoir que je parviendrai moi aussi a la résurrection d'entre les morts.

Je ne prétends pas avoir déja atteint le but ou avoir déja été conduit a la perfection.
Mais je poursuis ma course pour m'efforcer de le saisir, car j'ai moi-méme été saisi par
Jésus Christ. Non, freres et sceurs, je ne pense pas l'avoir déja atteint ; mais je fais une
chose : j'oublie ce qui est derriere moi et je m'élance vers ce qui est devant moi. Ainsi, je
cours vers le but afin de gagner le prix que Dieu, par Jésus Christ, nous appelle a recevoir
d'en-haut.

Sainte Parole, Sainte Sagesse
Nous rendons Grace a Dieu.
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Gospel John 12:1-8

God be with you.
All: And also with you.

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN.
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was
one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about
to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into
it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my
burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me."

The Gospel of Christ!
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
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