BROTHERS FOR LI FE

Scr eenpl ay

By Wesl ey Trower

Copyri ghted 2024

WORDS SLOALY APPEAR ONTO THE BACKGROUND OF A BLACK SCREEN

Wien a man is denied the right to live the Iife he believes
in, he has no choice but to become an outlaw. - Nel son
Mandel a.

I NT. Bryan's apartment - N ght

Camera shot zoonms in of Bryan as wal ks up to his desk as he
pours hinself a glass of scotch and decides to sit down to
gl ance upon his journal.

BRYAN JOHNSON
My nane is Bryan Johnson, | was born
on April 15th, 1951.

BRYAN JOHNSON
For all of ny adult life now |l feel as
if I'"ve been a solider fighting one
war after another. It didn't manner
who | shot and if they deserved it.

BRYAN JOHNSON
| just sinply followed orders. But it
wasn't suppose to go on for this |ong
not originally. But how can you say no
to nore coin.

BRYAN JOHNSON
Plus men |like nme, we don't that many
opportunities in life. And we both
know exactly why that is. So when life
of fers you those opportunities
regardl ess of whether or not there
right or wong you take it.
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Bryan takes a sip of his drink.

BRYAN JOHNSON
And squeeze everything out of it unti
there's nothing left take squeeze out.
At |east that's what ny dad told ne
once anyway.

EXT. STREETS OF DETRO T- DAY

An African Anerican famly of four is shown entering the city
of Detroit in a black Cadillac while a grown up Bryan
speaki ng of f screen.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
Detroit, Mchigan. It's not New York
or Chicago. But it'll do I guess.
Certainly hope isn't rem niscinent of
ny | ast hone.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
This here is ny famly nme and ny
sister Mary in the back. And ny fol ks
Isiah and Clara in the front.

| siah Johnson is shown driving the car with his wife sitting
next to him

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
You see ny famly and | have
originally canme fromol Mssissippi in
whi ch you can guess was raci st.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
Got even real after | got kicked out
of school for beating the shit out of
this one cracker after he picking on
nmy sister.

EXT. SCHOCL PLAYGROUND. DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Young Bryan is shown getting into an altercation with a
Caucasi an student with fell ow students watching on.

Bryan punches the student.
BRYAN JOHNSON
So tell nme Jimy, what did you say to
ny sister again.

Bryan receives a punch back in the face.
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JI MW

Are you death nonkey? You, your sister

and your famly
town you N gg-.

Before he could finish B
punch him

Mary runs up and grabs B

need to | eave this

ryan pushes hi mdown and continues to

ryan.

MARY  JOHNSON

Bryan, stop it.

Mary is to weak to pull
in and pull Bryan and Ji

I NT. PRI NCI PAL' S OFFI CE

Bryan is sitting with hi
speak.

He' s had enough.

himoff but the teachers cone running
my apart from one anot her.

DAY

s nother listening to the principal

PRI NCI PAL

" mvery sorry

we feel as if t
just not safe a
is fight is jus

Ms. Johnson | am But
he ot her students are
round Bryan. And this
t one too many for him

CLARA JOHNSON

But what about
i nvol ved. What
exactly. And he
bul l yi ng ny dau

t he ot her student
are his consequences
was said to be
ghter as well.

PRI NCI PAL

Vell he will be
as well but jus
Bryan's.

recei ving puni shnent
t not as significant as

CLARA JOHNSON

And why is that

PRI NCI PAL

Because and wel
Johnson, Ji mmy

future than Bry
just curious ab

| let's face it Ms.
has a |l ot brighter

an here. Maybe he was
out Mary is all.

CLARA JOHNSON

What is that su
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PRI NCI PAL
It means that Jimy is nore well
mannered and has self control unlike
your peopl e.

CLARA JOHNSON
My peopl e. You know what | think we
have heard enough Bryan let's go. And
hope you have an unpl easant rest of
t he day.

Cl ara and Bryan | eave the room
EXT. HOUSE DRI VEWAY. DAY
The famly drives up into the driveway of their new hone.

CLARA JOHNSON
Here it is guys are brand new hone.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Yeah guys, new hone, new
opportunities. And nost inportantly, a
fresh start for all of us.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
So yeah ny folks wasn't taking too
kindly to how we were being treated
down t here.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
And they didn't want ne to get into
anot her fight with a damm cracker. So
t hey thought that going up north for a
new change of scenery and | ess racism
woul d be better.

The famly starts to unload all of their bel ongi ngs from out
of the car.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
Plus ma trying to enroll nme into
anot her school down there proved to a
bitch in of itself.

EXT. JOHNSON RESI DENCE. DAY
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BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
The nei ghborhood didn't | ook the best,
and of course the house | ooked Iike
crap but a least it was sonething.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
You see ny nom and dad were |istening
to a lot of that Martin Luther King
guy lately and believed that tines
wer e changi ng for us.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
That soon we will all truly be free
fromthese racial discourses and the
Qpportunities wll start to arise for
all of us.

The Johnson fam |y proceeds to nmake their way into the house
and view the inside of the establishnent.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Don't worry, once | start working wll
get this place patched up real quick

EXT. DETRO T DOCKS. DAY

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
Except those opportunities weren't
comng in as expected and that damm
white man had ny dad doi ng back
breaki ng work down at the docks.

| sai ah and anot her worker are struggling to nove a heavy
crate into the warehouse.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Andrew, you got to lift with the | egs.
Your just hurting your back doing
t hat .

ANDREW
Yeah well why are you al ready
breat hing hard. W haven't even gotten
that far.

| SI AH JOHNSON

Wll last tine | checked | am ol der
t hen you. And out of shape.
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WAREHOUSE BGOSS
You nmonkeys better shut the hell up
and get to stepping with those crates.
O else you can forget |unch for
t oday.

The Boss | ooks over at |siah.

WAREHOUSE BOSS
You have sonmething to say to nme boy?
Because if you do then by all neans
share.

| SI AH JOHNSON
No Boss, I'mjust trying to catch ny
br eat h.

| SI AH JOHNSON
These crates here are m ghty heavy.

WAREHOUSE BOSS
Wel |l you better save your energy and
use it to nove these crates damit.

WAREHOUSE BOSS
W have a deadline to nake. And |
won't | et you damm darki es make a f ool
out of ne, understand.

| si ah hol ds back his anger towards his boss and nods his head
to himin shane.

| SI AH JOHNSON
We under st and.

The War ehouse boss | eaves to head back to his office while
checking his clipboard.

ANDREW
| swear I|siah, your a better man then
me. Sonme of these white devils need a
ass whoopi ng once in a while.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Yes, yes they do. But | sadly can't
give it to them

| SI AH JOHNSON
Because of ny famly.
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| siah and Andrew continue to haul the large crate into the
war ehouse.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
And this was just a taste of what ny
dad and his negro coworkers had to
deal with on a normal basis. Shoul dn't
be that surprised though.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
And he was basically nmaki ng pennies
conpared to his nore fairer skin
cowor ker s.

I NT. JOHNSON HOUSE. NI GHT

Bryan and his sister Mary are sitting in the |iving room
Bryan is witing notes and Mary is reading a book for class.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
Things weren't | ooking as good as ny
parents had originally hoped. My nom
had to even pickup double the work to
pay the bills.

Clara wal ks downstairs putting on her earrings while |ooking
at herself in the mrror.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
But of course Bl ack Wnen had about
t he sane nunber of options for work
t hat bl ack men had. Maybe even | ess.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
So she worked as a hotel nmaid during
the day. And a janitor at the hospital
downt own at ni ght.

| siah wal ks down stairs attenpting to talk to his w fe again.

CLARA JOHNSON
Oh oh no Isiah, we're not doing this
agai n.

| SI AH JOHNSON
But Clara, give me a mnute please.

CLARA JOHNSON
| would but | got work so no.
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| SI AH JOHNSON
Babe, you don't need to work. |I'mthe
man of the house and it's on ne to
provide for all of you.

CLARA JOHNSON
Wel | excuse nme, mster man but you
haven't been providing that nuch
| ately.

Cl ara grabs her purse along with her set of keys.

CLARA JOHNSON
We are behind on the bills and the
nort gage ok. And nme taking these jobs
is the only thing right now that is
preventing us from bei ng evicted.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Oh so ny job at the docks isn't good
enough now.

CLARA JOHNSON
| didn't say that. | just thought that
you woul d get paid nore than you did
at your last job but it |ooks like I
was w ong.

| SI AH JOHNSON
And you cleaning up after all these
crackers is suppose to be good.

CLARA JOHNSON
It isn't good but it's better than
not hi ng.

Clara wal ks out the door.
EXT. HOUSE DRI VEWAY. NI GHT.
As Clara wal ks up to the car Isiah follows her from behind.
| SI AH JOHNSON
Look Honey, | didn't want to say
anything but | recently picked up sone

extra work nysel f.

CLARA JOHNSON
You picked up extra work.
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| SI AH JOHNSON
Yes, the boss is apparently friends
with this one business man who happens
to be bl ack.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Anyway he hooked ne and sone of the
ot her guys up with sone work on the
side that's suppose to pay very well.

CLARA JOHNSON
Well what type of work is it.

| SI AH JOHNSON
We're just sinply noving nore stuff
around is all. Just nore expensive
stuff.

CLARA JOHNSON
|s that so?

| SI AH JOHNSON
Yes it is. Now | ook.

| siah puts his hands on top of his wfe's ass shoul ders.

| SI AH JOHNSON
Now | ook babe. Things are finally
going to get better for us. Just |ike
we di scussed.

| SI AH JOHNSON ( CONT. D)
So you can go ahead and keep your | obs
for alittle longer. But once the
nmoney starts to pour in for us. Then
et me take over alright.

CLARA JOHNSON
Al right, maybe.

| siah kisses his wife on the forehead.

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
And he proved to be right, as Dad was
suddenly maeki ng nore noney than usual .

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O ( CONT. D)
Though | never did find out what ny
dad was doing for work. And never
really bothered to cared.
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EX. A TY SIDEWALK. DAY

BRYAN JOHNSON (V. O
As at the time | was having t
maki ng new friends in the
nei ghbor hood. That was until
where | net one Cal vin Brady.
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