
PhD Courses: Advancing Knowledge 
and Career Prospects 
With the demand for specialised knowledge and innovative solutions increasing across 
industries, PhD programmes provide scholars with the expertise to push boundaries in their 
respective fields. Indian institutes offer PhD courses across a wide array of disciplines, with 
options for both full-time and part-time studies.  

Pursuing a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) requires a long-term commitment and the highest level 
of academic and research excellence. A typical PhD programme takes between three to five 
years to complete. 

PhD in India: Structure and Eligibility 
According to Statista, over 32,000 PhDs were awarded in India in the financial year 2022, with 
the most in science, followed by engineering and technology. The PhD course list includes a 
broad spectrum of disciplines, including: 

●​ Engineering: Computer Science, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, 
Chemical Engineering, etc.  

●​ Sciences: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, etc.  
●​ Social Sciences: Economics, Political Science, Sociology, Psychology, etc.  
●​ Humanities: English, History, Philosophy, etc.  
●​ Others: Management, Law, Education, etc. 

PhD programmes in India are structured to provide rigorous training in research methodologies, 
domain-specific knowledge, and critical thinking. They typically follow these key components: 

●​ Coursework: Scholars undertake foundational and advanced courses to build expertise 
in their research area. 

●​ Comprehensive Examination: A qualifying exam assesses a candidate’s grasp of core 
concepts before progressing to research. 

●​ Research Proposal and Thesis: Students conduct original research, culminating in a 
thesis submission and viva voce defence. 

●​ Duration: Generally spans 3 to 6 years, depending on the field and research complexity. 

Types of courses 

Graduate students can enroll in part-time or full-time PhD courses, depending on which they 
find more suitable: 



●​ Full-time PhD: Requires dedicated time for research and coursework. Generally 
completed faster. 

●​ Part-time PhD: Designed for working professionals, offering flexible schedules. Have a 
more spread out course load and schedule. 

Eligibility Criteria 

●​ A postgraduate degree (Master’s or equivalent) with a minimum required percentage. 
●​ Qualification in national or institutional entrance exams (UGC-NET, CSIR-NET, GATE, 

etc). 
●​ Some institutions may require work experience or prior research experience. 

Career Prospects After a PhD 
A PhD opens doors to diverse career paths, including: 

●​ Academia and Research: Faculty positions in universities, postdoctoral research, and 
think-tank roles. 

●​ Industry and Corporate RandD: Research positions in pharmaceutical, technology, and 
engineering firms. 

●​ Government and Policy Making: Advisory roles in policy think tanks and research 
councils. 

●​ Entrepreneurship and Consultancy: Founding startups or offering expertise-driven 
consultancy services. 

Conclusion 
Beyond academic and career benefits, earning a PhD enhances problem-solving abilities, 
analytical thinking, and subject-matter authority. It also provides opportunities to contribute to 
groundbreaking advancements in science, technology, social sciences, and humanities. 

For those seeking a globally recognised PhD programme, Manipal Academy of Higher 
Education (MAHE) offers research opportunities across multiple disciplines. With campuses in 
Manipal, Mangaluru, Jamshedpur, Bengaluru, and an offshore campus in Dubai (UAE), MAHE’s 
PhD programmes are designed to foster innovation and academic excellence through three 
faculties: 

●​ Health Sciences (HS) 
●​ Science, Technology and Management (STM) 
●​ Humanities, Liberal Arts, Social Sciences and Law (HLSL) 

Learn more about MAHE’s exhaustive list of PhD courses on the website. 

https://www.manipal.edu/mu/academics/phd.html
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