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BJ Ojulari

As the calendar hits the Fourth of July weekend and begins its push toward the
college football season, now is the time many check out what the national magazines

are saying about what’s to come in 2022.

Two of the most popular publications, Lindy’s and Athlon Sports, are bullish on a
pair of Cobb County products — Clemson’s Myles Murphy and LSU’s B] Ojulari.

Murphy, a former Hillgrove High School standout, is considered an All-American by

both publications. The 6-foot-5, 275-pound junior defensive lineman is a first team

selection by Lindy’s and a second-team selection by Athlon.
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The all-Atlantic Coast Conference performer had 37 tackles and seven sacks in 2021
while moving around on the Tigers’ defensive line. With the return of defensive
tackle Bryan Bresee from injury, Murphy is expected to have an even bigger season in
2022.

Lindy’s lists Ojulari, a Marietta product, seventh of 10 top potential NFL talents. The
6-3, 245-pound defensive end had a team-best seven sacks last season to go along
with 55 tackles and 11.5 tackles for loss.

Athlon had Ojulari on its all-Southeastern Conference second-team defense.

Murphy and Ojulari will both be eligible to leave for the NFL draft after the 2022
season if they wish. Another player who could also make that move is former
Marietta star Arik Gilbert.

The 6-5, 248-pound tight end is part of a crowded position group at Georgia, but he
showed a glimpse of what he could do during his freshman season at LSU. After a
year away from the game, it appeared as if he was bigger, faster and stronger when he

starred in the Georgia G-Day game this spring.

Lindy’s has Murphy, Ojulari and Gilbert at or near the top of their lists as best
potential players at their positions for next year’s draft.
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Another player who could join them if he has a big year is Florida’s Rashad Torrence.
The 6-foot, 202-pound safety from Marietta had a breakout season with 87 tackles,
three interceptions and five pass breakups a year ago, and Lindy’s has him as a

preseason third-team all-SEC selection.

While neither player made their preseason all-conference teams, a couple of other
former Marietta Blue Devils have both magazines saying there is a reason to keep an

eye on UNLV this season.

The Rebels added former Tennessee quarterback Harrison Bailey and Michigan State
wide receiver Ricky White as transfers, with the hopes of them revitalizing the

offense.
Both magazines see Bailey earning the starting job, and with former leading receiver
Steve Jenkins in the transfer portal, both see White as becoming Bailey’s favorite

target again at UNLV.

Bailey, a former four-star recruit, is the highest-rated player to attend UNLV in more

than two decades.

https://www.mdjonline.com/sports/cobb-in-division-i-national-magazines-highlight-murphy-ojulari/article_22e34d3c-f960-11ec-96e6-f3fb4fec4 1£6.html 4/7


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsucHsDXmnwINq1zZU0mHqvhtsidunFxZblqS_obsmTAP3vw-TVfx1HRPEOM6DC9SxiWERXeSL8SCCQao56voFtVQzx3yApQk61jRmWODvG_aFtXxdp8MziOnDUA2obqmRU31k0q-4EWDAF3F4jUD5jdouNxFKUrZBMCp6jy0db2KSOSP-xAy5tErA-0QR3vH4gC3UBSFr5VmP8hOQ1LrXJCFKpVsgo_90aC2YoSd1I3bL07zusWhafUH2iihdrkRlii8pj7uQE4tPDbNT4gIRLMlkmbuoFtpbr8js35mgISHcggKz4nRwqGLOKK9WgOJB3bYSJ3HihiVWt8ztWSoSEDncmFFmrk3h31Pj6lMX_JNktdeiHDiX7v0G9ih_nVVIC0oZNZ2cbf3JUd3KwZ9uyfv9kT6Hdi1qnxuSGDsO4Ee9aijmNBGFSKgspUZMNWS1xEx7DFvUvaMuTDzdcQ-hU-xgHnDc9LpVLkm0KEaOlgKIzexRNVsNmpamIvLunR_kA3x7nks9FfPTSvtvAqAjOrR_dFzfy_87JWVm_E_gzLQZsgPklLiVy_pxPEhkoMRldGKiCsQrOCcBZOQ7MiUDgnohC5eB3tG91AGCz_qjE8rDAWuNZNM-4vReAx7oo1sExv0D6RdGWif2vTJuxI6X08FsUPU_0AxI6p1Cy2JnpyOPwX9od9hfVr2VJgqkbn4Qjo2qI5dPsK0PXilB49-iFR0F72vGl5ia-BurXY_s6j5SDFWtoRKLt9IBnWb2RLySxRoGf9_x9nq5WX2n1QxSiSa2ZH8kyY-U-fCzQu3LIAfNbMCl1aMrRE8_yG3E5bWJoL7W9I3sZjf-eXf4G-brtK2iyWoi5cL1aTcGjCt4CI4tst_fNsAOlZeKD-LmOm5uLpV_P8-nKBfc2vLBF4aYzZU5fXheidoILflPYIJShcRZOaC9rn3qO7nY5a8GCRGm_B39vHEowyWLplo2dRp_OtFVp2U1LfCdJJ57gU6-kpgPBqnbQgqC4O5VIuvy64aMrSnO0G74_s98Pr6fg0ybJCSYIbdvcFBCSlv1BRB8lOa8AzolQ2EXBp-7argZZFMNJT9Iq1mwc7_znjoR0aYwD54Iw3kMMl4hNUWKHKDDuu2MpIef3ARAQvdaMVMHuMl9qlp1SFZCNombG1yvsKo0DAdOy0sprp44deywXXbYFJHi640MvJ9a5hO1RPBvlitljyDS7xdnv38gq5erAvSnoBRNztW0Ri_vCPFyCdGivea3pRufprr9N8i2wZi3kxf7UgbF-3IQgq3EJ9hxPFSdOwnVJo6g&sai=AMfl-YSBXTnpj7n6E_yefr086W63WhqFfqTd-wxr2uXw8ZYD3vsq3wdc4zn7foiZ4A03h6XH7MmHXHKZMdcYMe4v27jpgQ2CjIkXl0mICyRdB_ycPkIaU2I65qJDeWN2VKvA2DLgx82TewN6xzYVzdtXmqqUrpaxPmHhHA65hCyixUmN_LjB6UKJ6fe5gCQak7hU6_GxZqIoILy4FCO-Z3iYwGuPMdodZVDCffzBieQho73oXGlsyfWT-caujZnHnVZRvddSvCYU0_Wt1O6BLiovh7m0SmpzIWfYdHeKDsz5_aEVW7RFIfhVGiqtkdcs8XNFSPpiryOvrRR4Rzty8dNTshelgc5zUfDEe6x_3xZiLo1DEA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAcGQnBXb_UB&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.yeti.com/shop-by-color/nordic-blue%3Futm_source%3Ddv360%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dnordicbluespotlight%26utm_content%3Dstatic%26utm_term%3Dprospecting%26ad_id%3D532172031%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

777/22,1:03 PM COBB IN DIVISION I: National magazines highlight Murphy, Ojulari | Sports | mdjonine.com
Kennesaw State’s quarterback Xavier Shepherd has also received plenty of buzz from
the national publications. He is Lindy’s Preseason all-Football Championship
Subdivision first-team quarterback, as well as its FCS most valuable player for 2022.
Athlon has him listed on its FCS All-America team, too.

Shepherd was last year’s Big South Conference Offensive Player of the Year after
totaling an FCS-best 23 rushing touchdowns for Kennesaw State. He also threw for 15

touchdowns.

In all, the publications recognized more than 40 players from the county as potential
starters or top-tier recruits. Among the other potential starters include Boston
College receiver Taji Johnson (Marietta), Georgia Tech defensive back Derrik Allen
(Lassiter), Tennessee safety Jaylen McCollough (Hillgrove), Troy running back Kimani
Vidal (Marietta), Arkansas State defensive lineman Thurman Geathers (North Cobb)
and Liberty linebacker Aakil Washington (Wheeler).

Among the top newcomers are Memphis running back Sutton Smith (Walton), North
Carolina defensive back Marcus Allen (Walton), Ohio State tight end Bennett
Christian (Allatoona), Rice wide receiver Rawson MacNeill (Walton), UAB defensive
back A] Brown (Walton), Texas A&M defensive back Marquis Groves-Killebrew (North
Cobb) and Georgia receiver De’Nylon Morrisette (North Cobb).
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