
Knicks Secure Victory in Game 2 

  

In a pivotal Game 2 matchup in the NBA Eastern Conference semifinals against the Indiana 
Pacers, the New York Knicks prevailed on their home court, securing a 130-121 win at Madison 
Square Garden on Wednesday. This victory not only extends their series lead to 2-0 but also 
shows their ability to perform under pressure as they aim to claim victory in the playoffs. 

Despite their victory, the Knicks did not have OG Anunoby in the third quarter after a hamstring 
injury, and will not have him for Game 3 on Friday either. Another injury concerned the team 
and fans early on in the game when Jalen Brunson, who had been a key contributor in Game 1, 
suffered a right foot injury in the first half. The team was forced to adjust on the fly. However, 
the Knicks demonstrated their resilience and depth by rallying together and overcoming the 
setback. 

In a post-game interview, when asked if there was any doubt that he wouldn’t return in Game 2, 
Brunson said, “I'm just happy I did, to be honest with you. We found a way, that’s it.” 

Luckily, with some time, he was able to push through his injury to continue in the game in the 
second quarter, scoring 24 of his 29 points in the final two quarters. His participation was crucial 
in leading the Knicks to a victory over the Pacers. 

Despite the setbacks, the Knicks’ depth came through, with important contributions from Donte 
DiVincenzo, who chipped in with 28 points, and Josh Hart, who posted an impressive stat line of 
19 points, 15 rebounds, and seven assists. 

Anunoby stepped up in Brunson’s absence later in the first quarter, providing valuable minutes 
and making timely plays down the stretch. The first quarter was a tight contest between the 
Pacers and the Knicks, as both teams traded baskets early on. Andrew Nembhard started with a 
driving layup for the Knicks, and then assisting Brunson for a jump shot. Anunoby responded 
with some clutch shots. Early on, Pascal Siakam’s layup pushed the Pacers ahead, but the Knicks 
managed to catch up to tie at the end of the quarter. 

The second quarter was also close, and led by Hart and Miles McBride’s free throws. Despite the 
defensive effort from the Knicks, the Pacers’ offense found its rhythm. They took control with 10 
points ahead, ending the half with a 73-63 lead. 

The Knicks fought back fiercely in the third quarter, with DiVincenzo leading the team with his 
three-point shooting and Brunson back in the game with more shots to put them ahead of the 
Knicks, 99-91. 



In the final quarter, the Knicks held the lead the entire way. The Pacers’ efforts fell short as the 
Knicks emerged victorious with a final score of 130-121, securing a hard-fought win on their 
home court. 

Brunson explained the team’s strategy of focusing on habits and the “little things” in helping 
them win the game. 

“We just want to win… We just talk about doing the little thing since day one and so the little 
things matter, you don’t know when they will help you in the big game,” Brunson said after the 
game. “…You never know when and which game so it’s all about doing the little things every 
single day.” 

Looking forward, the Knicks must maintain their focus and intensity as they prepare for Game 3 
in Indiana. While they hold a 2-0 series lead, they cannot afford to become complacent. The 
Pacers are a talented team capable of a comeback, but the Knicks must play as hard as they did 
Wednesday or they will fall short of victory. The Pacers have defensively put the Knicks in a lot 
of late-clock situations which is a concern if they are not able to pull through for the rest of the 
games last minute. 

“We started the game well… the end of the first didn’t go as well as we’d like. The second 
quarter was a problem, but I like the way we responded in the third and the way we finished it up 
in the fourth,” said Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau. 

So far, the Knicks have handled the pressure well, registering an effective field goal percentage 
of 59.6% in the last seven seconds, according to John Schuhmann, senior stats analyst for 
NBA.com. If they continue to maintain a close score, the odds that they will clutch in the end are 
more than none. 

The Knicks’ Game 2 victory was a testament to their collective effort, resilience, and 
determination especially in last-minute situations. With standout performances from their star 
players and contributions from their bench, they showcased their championship potential and 
sent a clear message to the rest of the league that they will push and adapt despite the 
circumstance. As they continue, the Knicks must build on this momentum and remain focused on 
their ultimate goal: bringing a championship back to the city of New York. 

The Knicks are headed to Indiana where they played three times this season where they won only 
one of their three games. 

 


