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Beat Type: Opinion column on sports charity and community development
Possible Beat Title: “Chicago Cubs’ Charities Deserve More Recognition.”

The city of Chicago is home to many sports teams, but none are more beloved than the Chicago
Cubs. The Cubs’ impact on Chicago communities through Cubs Charities is equally impressive
to their on-field success. This column will explore the Cubs’ charitable initiatives and their
impact on the lives of Chicagoans.

This column will be of interest to readers who are interested in sports philanthropy and impacted
by community development. By sharing the Cubs’ charitable initiatives, this column aims to
showcase the team’s commitment to social responsibility and community engagement.

The Cubs’ charitable initiatives cover a wide range of social issues, including youth education,
health programs, and youth career opportunities in sports. The “Diamond Project” aims to
improve the quality and safety of baseball and softball fields in underserved areas of Chicago.
The “Cubs Scholars” program provides scholarships and mentoring to inner-city Chicago high
school students who demonstrate academic excellence, financial need, and leadership skills. This
column will explore the impact of these programs on the individuals and communities they
serve, and persuade other teams who have the means to do it-- to do the same.

To provide a well-rounded perspective, this column will involve conducting thorough research
across multiple channels. This will include reviewing Cubs Charities’ official documentation,
such as annual reports and program summaries, to gather quantitative data on funds raised,
program reach, and engagement data. Additionally, research will be conducted to gather
qualitative data on their experiences. Alicia Gonzalez, the executive director of Cubs Charities,
will also be interviewed to provide insights into the effectiveness and significance of their work.

The Cubs’ charitable initiatives are making a real difference in the lives of Chicagoans. The
“Diamond Project” has committed more than $9,800,000 to fund 103 capital improvement
projects in underserved areas, providing safe and quality fields for thousands of children to play
on. The “Cubs Scholars” program has supported 62 Chicago students with college prep, helping
them to pursue their dreams of higher education. They have committed $1.24M in scholarships
and 96% of the students have received undergraduate degrees. These programs involve sport and
shows just how sports can also provide ways for the community to thrive.

Furthermore, the Cubs’ commitment to social responsibility and community engagement sets an
example for other sports teams to follow. The team’s efforts show that sports can be a force for
good, not just in terms of entertainment but also in terms of making a positive impact on
communities. This is a message that needs to be shared and amplified, especially in a time when
many communities are facing significant challenges.



In conclusion, the Cubs’ charitable initiatives are an example of how sports philanthropy can
make a real difference in the lives of individuals and communities and that more sports should be
involved in community service. By providing opportunities for young people to succeed and
thrive, the Cubs are setting an example for other sports teams to follow. This column aims to
inform sports readers of sports philanthropy in shaping local communities and encourages the
importance of awareness of the opportunities given by your favorite teams.



