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The Legacy of Gale Sayers 
 

Born in Wichita, Kansas, in 1943, Gale Sayers “Kansas Comet” rose to fame as a standout talent 
at the University of Kansas before being drafted by the Chicago Bears in 1965. When he stepped 
into the highest-ranking football league, he astonished fans and surprised defenders. As NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell said, “Gale was an electrifying and elusive runner who thrilled 
fans every time he touched the ball.” His rookie season was nothing short of spectacular. He 
scored 22 touchdowns, a record that still stands today, and accumulated 2,272 all-purpose yards. 
His six-touchdown performance against the San Francisco 49ers on December 12, 1965, remains 
among the most outstanding single-game achievements in NFL history. 
 
In 1968, Sayers led the league in rushing before a devastating knee injury derailed his season. 
Showing remarkable resilience, he returned in 1969 to lead the NFL in rushing again and earn 
the Comeback Player of the Year award. However, further injuries in 1970 and 1971 forced him 
into early retirement, playing only 68 games in his career. His impact on the game, despite these 
challenges, was so profound that in 1977, at the age of 34, he became the youngest inductee in 
Pro Football Hall of Fame history. 
 
Sayers’ influence extended beyond the football field. His friendship with teammate Brian 
Piccolo, who tragically died from cancer at the age of 26 in 1970, kept their unique stories and 
friendship alive in the film Brian’s Song. The film shows Sayers and Piccolo becoming the first 
interracial roommates in a Bears training camp in 1965, just a year after the Civil Rights Act. 
Their friendship transcended racial barriers and is a powerful symbol of unity, compassion, and 
how sports can unite people of different backgrounds. 
 
After football, Sayers transitioned into the business world with the same determination that 
defined his athletic career. In 1984, he founded Sayers 40, Inc., a technology consulting firm that 
continues to thrive today. “Besides being an NFL legend, a big part of Gale’s legacy is as an 
accomplished business leader,” said Randy Seidl, a former executive at Hewlett Packard (also 
known as HP) and EMC. Seidl also emphasized Sayers’ humility, “Gale made whoever he met 
with feel like they were the most important person in the room.” This genuine and approachable 
nature is at the core of Sayers’ legacy. 
 
Sayers’ philanthropic efforts were equally significant. He and his wife, Ardythe, established The 
Gale Sayers Foundation in 2007, an organization dedicated to providing educational 
opportunities and mentorship for underserved youth. It is now permanently closed, though its run 



 

over a decade shows commitment to giving back to the community is a testament to Sayers’ 
character. 
 
Although Gale Sayers’ time on the field was cut shorter, his influence on football, business, and 
community service continues. Sayers passed away in 2020 at the age of 77. Still, his legacy as a 
remarkable athlete, devoted friend, and innovative entrepreneur will always guarantee that he is 
remembered as one of the greatest. 
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