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OKC CelebratesCompletlonof Scissortail’s Lower Park

A broad view from Overlook Hill in Scissortail Park’s newly-completed Lower Park. (Photo by: Michael Palacios)

Hunger Isn’t Quiet:

The Impact of Food Banks

By Valerie Scott
News Editor

On Rose State campus,
there are more students
facing food insecurity
than the public or fellow
students are aware. With
rising food and gas pric-
es matched with housing

and car market inflation,
wallets aren’t stretching
the way they used to. For
college students who are
also responsible for edu-
cational expenses, it can
easily become difficult to
keep food on the table.
Oklahoma isn't the

See HUNGER, Page 6

The food pantry at the Dwersnty Club at Rose State.
(Photo by: Valerie Scott)

By Michael Palacios
Photo Editor

Celebration for the
MAPS plan has taken
place as the citywide
project accomplished
its finalization of the
Downtown park.

Scissortail’s Lower
Park has been complet-
ed and the grand open-
ing event kicked off on
the weekend of Sept. 23.
Events from Friday to
Sunday took place, be-
ginning with a free con-
cert in the Upper Park
performed by Oklaho-
ma City's Philharmonic.

On Saturday, a com-
munity ribbon cutting
was held to officially
open the long-awaited
completion of the twin
parks. Other events took
place throughout the
day that aimed to wel-
come all to the new park.

“I live so close to the
city, I come here all the
time with my dogs; and
we all love it,” said Aisha
Williams, a local resi-
dent. “The other park
will be a great place to
take my family and dogs
once it's finished.”

Located near the cen-
ter of Downtown Okla-

homa City, both parks
will be connected by the
Skydance Bridge that
stretches across Inter-
state-40.

Aptly referred to as the
“Lower Park,” the park
is a large 32-acre addi-
tion to the Upper Park’s
38-acre area of crossing
paths and ornamental
gardens.  Scissortail’s
Lower Park will boast
a wide variety of more
open land and natural
spaces. This will pro-
mote athletic events for
the community, some
of which being a soc-
cer field, two Dbasket-
ball courts, pickleball
courts, futsal courts and
a sports pavilion.

The Lower Park will
also include  bike
paths and the “wood-
land trails” that allows
park-goers to leisurely
walk through the park.
The Promenade path-
way will connect the
Skydance bridge to the
southern area near the
Oklahoma River that
will be met with the
Overlook Hill that boasts
a beautiful overview of the

See PARK, Page 3

‘Not There, Didn’t Do It’

By Katrina Crumbacher

Assistant Editor

In the past 33 years, 43
Oklahomans have been
proven wrongfully con-
victed and were exoner-
ated. Seven of them were
sentenced to death.

Cumulatively, those 43
people have served 435
years in prison.

Andrea Miller, the legal
director of the Oklahoma
Innocence Project, said
the National Registry of
Exoneration’s list is in-
complete as it does not in-
clude the nearly 30 people
who were released after
the Tulsa Police corrup-

See INNOCENT, Page 9
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The Promenade walking trail that leads to the Sky

PARK, from Page 1

entire park and Down-
town Oklahoma City.
There will be two con-
cession areas that will
provide visitors with re-
strooms as well as food
and drinks. The Lower
Park will maintain the
consistency of the botan-
ical garden theme that is
seen in the Upper Park.
With both parks linked by
the Skydance Bridge, the
Lower Park will have path-
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ways that lead directly to-
ward the river as a plan to
connect Oklahoma City’s
outdoors and surrounding
communities.

MAPS 3 is a program
that was planned to aid
in the capital develop-
ment of the Oklahoma
City area that will utilize
1-cent sales tax in order to
pay for debt-free projects.
The 1-cent sales tax lasted
from April 2010 to Decem-
ber 2017. The intent was to
expedite the construction

dance Bridge. (Photo by: Michael Palacios)

of projects that will benefit
all Oklahomans and im-
prove the quality of living.
“Connecting the lower
areas of Oklahoma City
is part of MAPS 3 initial
presentation, with a goal
of completing the core-
to-shore study to con-
nect Oklahoma City to
the Oklahoma River,” said
MAPS Program Manager
David Todd.
“Both parks will be dis-
tinguished in what they
offer ... the Lower Park

will have sports fields.”
Inside the MAPS 3 pro-
gram is the “core to shore”
study. Intentions to find
solutions to bridge the

“Both parks
will be dis-
tinguished in
offerings.”
-David Todd

Il and basketball courts are some of the newest installations at Scissortail’s Lower Park. (Photo by: Michael Palacios)

economic divide in the
southern area of Oklaho-
ma City’s downtown. Cre-
ating a stronger partner-
ship in the lower half of
Oklahoma City’s economy
through the development
of the area is the objective
of the core to shore plan.
The cost of develop-
ment of Scissortail’s Low-
er Park was $24.5 million
at the time of comple-
tion, which is 9% higher
than the initial expected
cost of development. The

original estimate was set
at $22.2 million.

Union Station, located in
the Upper Park, will also
see restructuring as part
of the long-term develop-
ment process for Oklaho-
ma City’s MAPS 3 project.

Opening of the Lower
Park has excited mem-
bers of the community to
prepare plans to visit the
newest addition to the
Oklahoma space for fun
and relaxation.
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Letters to the Editor:

Staff Members

Editor-in-Chief
THOMAS SLINGER

The 15th Street News welcomes and en-
courages letters to the editor. Letters should be
a maximum of 300 words and are subject to
editing for obscenity, clarity and space. Sub-
missions must include name, major and phone
number. 15th Street News reserves the right to
not publish submitted letters.

Letters to the editor may be hand-delivered
to FA110.
Policies:

The 15th Street News is a designated pub-
lic forum. Student editors have the authority to
make all content decisions without censorship
or advance approval. Columns, commentaries
and letters to the editor are personal opinions
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the
views of 15th Street News or other students,
facultK or administrators of the college.

nyone having a complaint may contact
the Editor-in-Chief, 733-7400.

15th Street News is a member of OCMA,
OPA, ACP, and the Society of Professional
Journalists.

This publication is printed by the Edmond
Sun, issued by RSC and authorized by the Ad-
visor of Student Publications.

RSC in compliance with Titles VI and VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended,
Executive Order 11246, as amended, Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972, Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other
federal laws and regulations does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, nation-
al origin, religion, disability, sexual orientation
or status as a veteran in any of its policies,
practices or procedures.

This includes, but is not limited to, admis-
sions, employment, financial aid and educa-
tional services.
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