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Author’s Note #1: I’ve bracketed some adjectives that I believe are coordinating and could use a 
comma. In my opinion, I felt “deep/delicious” and “slender/little” to be in the same class of 
adjectives, which would make them need a comma, but this is up to your discretion.  
 
Author’s Note #2: I recommend examining the use of semicolons in the second paragraph of this 
piece. You used semicolons seven times in a short span of writing, and I found some to be quite 
powerful, while others seemed unnecessary. I think the semicolon would be more effective if 
used sparingly. The semicolons in the sentence that begins with “I looked out the window…” 
were thoughtfully used, but I think the sentences that I put in brackets could be reorganized 
without semicolons to be more effective.  
 
Author’s Note #3: Is “hot salted nuts” the way the nuts are made or are those two adjectives to 
describe the nuts? If that is the way they are made, then “hot-salted” would be hyphenated, but if 
they are coordinating adjectives both describing the nuts, then there should be a comma between 
“hot, salted nuts.” But if hot is describing the state of the salted nuts, then it can be left as is.  
 
Author’s Note #4: Is this a direct quote? There is a quotation right above it, so if this is supposed 
to be something Dani said you should add the proper quotations.  
 
Author’s Note #5: This sentence jumps quite quickly between two different ideas. I recommend 
making Dani’s reaction to Ella’s dream its own sentence, and then referring back to the circus 
image. Since the circus images are a theme throughout the story, I think it would be more 
impactful to give it its own moment in the paragraph and to help the reader’s clarity. 
 
Author’s Note #6: The use of semicolons to separate single words is somewhat ambiguous here. 
Is there a reason commas do not work to separate this list of things? If you are trying to create 
emphasis, I recommend considering using periods. 
 
  
 
 



From: Avery Stanley, [averystanley@ucsb.edu] 
To: Mary Gaitskill 
Subject: “Today I’m Yours” Editing Feedback 
Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2025 
 
Dear Mary Gaitskill, 
 First, I would like to thank you again for the opportunity to read and edit your writing. 
Reading “Today I’m Yours” was a very emotional, reflective experience for me, and I found 
many aspects of your writing to be quite powerful. In this letter, I will touch upon what I found 
worked well in this piece, as well as what I believe could be improved. Secondly, I hope to 
present my constructive feedback in a way that keeps the integrity of your writing fully intact, 
while providing you with small, detailed changes that could be made to increase the overall 
strength of this piece. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this feedback. 
 A strong element within “Today I’m Yours” is your precise use of participial phrases and 
nominative absolutes to add description. Examples of the effective use of these rhetorical tools 
are the following: “I loved to appear in public as that reflection—even if that reflection was that 
of a stupidly smiling woman in a sequined costume, waiting to be sawed in half” (230), and 
“We sat side by side in the modest music hall, my arm around her low back, feeling the knobs 
of her fiery spine” (234). These participial phrases and absolute capture the feelings of Ella 
without you having to explicitly state these feelings. This is a great example of showing the 
reader what is occurring rather than telling the reader. Furthermore, the descriptions slow down 
the reader and keep them in a suspended, dream-like haze, which replicates Ella’s side of the 
relationship, constantly waiting for Dani to choose her. The overall essence of this piece of 
writing is strengthened by the intricate detail that describes Ella and Dani’s painfully complex 
relationship.  
 However, I do want to address the possibility of including too much detail that may 
distract the reader from the overall purpose of the story. Like I said, detail is crucial to portraying 
the relationship between Ella and Dani; however, there is also skill in knowing what detail is 
crucial to the story and what detail is not. In Stephen King’s “On Writing,” he addresses the issue 
of being over-descriptive, which could cause the purpose of the story to be muddied. King says, 
“Description begins in the writer’s imagination, but should finish in the readers,” which I feel 
greatly sums up the purpose of adding details. In my opinion, there are certain sections of this 
story that seem to be getting swallowed up by copious amounts of detail. These sections include 
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the paragraph that begins with “She drove me to the bus stop…”(225) and the paragraph that 
begins with “Café Loup is an elegant establishment…”(230). At the start of the paragraph from 
the first quote, you are portraying Dani telling Ella about the “understanding” she has with her 
current girlfriend. However, the next four sentences that follow provide a description of the 
setting before returning to this idea. While the detail is well written, it may be distracting from 
the main message of the paragraph. As a reader, I found myself lost by the time I returned to 
Dani and Ella’s conversation, and I had to reread the start of the paragraph to remind myself of 
the dialogue. I think choosing one or two sentences of description instead of four will still allow 
you to be descriptive without losing the meaning of the conversation. This also applies to the 
second quotation, as it is many lines of description before it reaches the dialogue between Ella 
and Dani. Overall, your descriptions are very well written, but I feel there are certain places 
where the detail could be refined to make the overall meaning of your story more clear. 
 Finally, I would like to circle back to another aspect of your writing that I feel was very 
effective in portraying the purpose of your story. Your use of multiple metaphors throughout the 
text demonstrated a creativity and consistency that I found very refreshing. The depictions of the 
circus and magic show, as well as the reference to invisible shelters, worked well to paint a vivid 
picture of the tumultuous moments Ella and Dani faced throughout their affair. For example, the 
paragraph that begins with “At the end of the show, the magician goes home,” (232) as well as 
the paragraph that begins with “Time and again, the curtain parted…(234)” both make reference 
to Ella and Dani’s relationship being like the fake illusion of a magic show. The consistent 
references back to these descriptions strengthens the use of metaphor and truly shows the reader 
what Ella is experiencing within the relationship.  
 Overall, “Today I’m Yours” contains very strong writing and demonstrates a mastery of 
many rhetorical tools. These rhetorical tools, including your use of participial phrases and 
nominative absolutes to add description, as well as your use of metaphors, allow the reader to 
better understand the overall message of the story. In order to strengthen this message even 
further, though, I recommend revising certain sections to confirm that your description is aiding 
the overall message, rather than distracting from it. I hope this recommendation has been helpful, 
and please let me know if you have any questions regarding my feedback. 
 
Best, 
Avery Stanley 
 



 

 

 
 


