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Angelina | Hﬂﬂftaﬂ:e looks beyond Orlando’s theme parks, from
historic towns to untouch ed natu re, to :imcﬂvera different kind of thrill

Tl'{““’CI with Cathy Winston

tain hasasting
of alligaton
teetharound
hisneck,a
shaved bone
through his sep
rum and limbs
decorated with ornate tribal tat-
toos. Saton the banks of Lake Toho
pekaliga, in Osceola County, Florida,
he easily fallsinto conversation
about how his ancestors, members
of the Jorore Native American tribe,
survived in the alligator infested
Everglades tor hundreds ot years.

“Back then it was not unusual
lor alligators to grow to over 20
teet,” Little says, explaining how the
Jorores would have bunted the dan-
gerous animals with arrows and
spears. “Fven now, only 10 per cent
ol people survive alligator attacks,”
he adds ominously

Looking at the teeth around his
neck, it's clear his relatives must
have been prewy good at the task
in hand.

One of slx sibllngs, Titthe 1s
[ourdrgencration Native Armcrican
and asa child, rravelled with his fam
ily across the US performing and

ITTLE BIG Moun-

edlucating others about hls coluore,
These days, le has taken on the
mantle of storytelling and teaching
al d lving-listory mwsewm close
rothelalke, just outside of (hlando.
The replica Native American village
is made up of traditional chickee
hues, filled with artefacts, some dar
ing back thousands of yvears,
open fires torcooking
and thatched *rooms®
whereweapons and
everyday objects
would have heen
crafted.

Found just
a4 minute
drive south ol
Disneyland, Lake
Tohopckaliga - or
Toho, asitis locally
knewn - is awaorlkd
apart lron thae Flordda
that most tourists exper
ence. Here, there are no Mickey
ears to be seen, no screaming heard
[roum high-adrenaline rollercoasters
and {most importantly, perhaps)no
quencing o see s shghis.,

lstead, dils isa slowed-down
Florida, where time seems to have
stood still and where visitors can

Innnerse themselves in e arca's
natural beauty Surrounded by tow-
ering cypress trees and oaks diip
plng in Spanish moss, the serene
Lale Toho smretches over 22,000}
acres and, due toirs largemouth
bass that grow to huge sizes, is most
tamous for its fishing competitions.
Forvisitors, the bestwayto
exploreitisonanairboat
Lout, suclias Uwose
offercd by Boggy
Creek Alrboat
Adventures.
Reaching high
speeds, you
glide across the
surface of the
water, the wind
" whipping your
wdlras vou siton
the elevated seats
on the boat’s hull, As
you zocim aroinnd, the
eagle-eyed capraln suddenly
slows the boat down when he spors
anything of interest, his Angerson
his lips for silence — snail kites glide

over Lhe marshes, bald cagles appeear

as il [romm nowhere to dive Into the
bulrishes and camouflaged alliga
s are fovned hiding anodd waving

Inbloom: pretty Wintar
Park isa farcry from the
crowded thame parks

Gardenis unmls.sal}lnfnﬂb:s fﬂﬂd..'."lﬂ'ﬂ.m p—
kthe Charles Mosnar Morse Museum of American Art

imalden-vane and liydilla grasses,
While Orlando may be dubbed
the theme park capital of the world,
with #4 million visitors recorded in
2022, there Is a surprisingy large
number of little-known natural and
culivial activites, all inreachiof the
ity A home rental Is one of the most
practical ways roenjoyall the region
las tooffer. Secking more fexibilivy

Lhian that afforded by hotel stays, T
rhecked in toa modern townhouse,
by Homes & Villas by Mariot Bonvoy,
inthe Championstarte residential
ared, south ol downtown Orlando.
Close to supermarkets, restaurants
{and the parks I you did want w
spend some tme there), te rentals
have open plan living, en suite bed
rooms, high-ech kiichens, alaundry



