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sthelightof Sallyhadspentthe
daybeganto pastfewmonths
seepthrough attemptingtomakethe
thecurtains, househerhome.With

Sallythoughtbackover somanydecisionsto
everythingthathad make,shehadfoundit
happened.Despiteit adauntingtask.Itwasc

beingmonthsagonow, blankcanvastofilland
sheoftenwokeearly, withoutPaul'sdecisive
mullingitallover.She voiceinherear,she
neverthoughtthatat couldn'tquiteremember
theageof52,she whatheractualtastes
wouldbelivingalone. wereanymore

Ithadallhappened She'dordered
soquickly,really. swatchesandpaint
First,Larawentoff samples,butthedull
touniversity.Then, taupesandmagnolias
theyearafter,sodid shehadgoneforwere
Freddie,andthehouse stillsittingontheside.
turnedsoquietand Shewasn'tsurewhal
empty.JustherandPaul shewanted,butshe
leftrattlingaround.
ItwasthenSallyrealised
justhowlittletheyhad
incommon.Sheliked
Americansitcomsand
perioddramas.Heliked
thrillersandactionfilms.
Whenthehousehad
beenfilledwithnoise
andclatterfromthekids,
ithadn'tseemedlikea

problem.Thenincreasingly,
hebegantoworklate

Changing
ROOMS
Sally'snestwasempty,

butperhapsallitneededwas
asplashofcolour

knewtheseweren'tright.
TheyremindedherofPaul
Shetriedtoremember
whatAgathawouldhave
done.
Shestartedmakinga
coffee,andpoppeda
bagelinthetoaster.Before
marrying,shehadworked
asPAtoAgathaZorensky
-atalentedandin-demand
interiordesigner.Withher
statementjewelleryand

Sosheatebyherself, colorfulclothes,Agatha
readyforbedbythetime wasoneofakind
hecamehome-hisdinnel

coveredintinfoil.
Theraretimeswhenthew

nodrama.Shame,really,that
thingscouldcometoanend
withlittlemorethanawhimper.

hadboughtasmallcottage 'Don'tbeafraidtobebold,
onthecoast.Shechoseit Sally!'she'doftensay.
carefully.Whileshecouldn't Agathacertainlydressed

didgoouttorabitetoeat quiteaffordsomewherewith tobenoticed.Anemeralc
theyhadstoppedhaving Now,shebrushedawaya seaviews,itwasinapeacetulgreendresswouldbeworn

thingstotalkaboutandsat tearthathadtrickleddown location,whichshehad withasapphirescarf.Her
insilenceAvearafterthe hercheekandswungherfeet alwaysdreamtabout,looking wristsadornedwithbangles
childrenleft,theybothknew outofbed.Shewasn'tsad outoverapatchworkoffields. inorimarvcoloursandrec
thingshadcometoanend. exactlyaboutnotbeingwith Shealsoensuredithad framedglasses.Interestingly,
Ittookanothereightmonths Paulanymore,butshefelta enoughroomforwhenthe bycontrast,shespokeina
tosethehousesortthe senseofmelancholyoverthe kidswantedtocomehome.In aulet.consideredvoice.bu
financesandpackup finalityofthe truth,thiswas
thebelongingstheyhad divorce.The SheswitchedOnbecoming

withsuchgravitasthatpeople
alwayslistened.

accumulatedovera26. surorisewas

year
theradiotofillforenow IthadbeenajobSally

marriage. thatshedidn't withFreddie hadrelishedpre-kids
Notoneforfuss,Paulkept actuallymiss thesilence

him.She
spending Lookingbacknow,sheoften

largelyoutofherway.Not holidayswith wonderedwhyshehadso

oneforarguments,sheagreedmissedhavingsomeone.Thereanewgirlfriend,andLara readilyagreedtogiveitup.
toeverythinghesuggested wasadifference,she arrangingtovisitfriendsin You'llneedtogiveyour
aboutdividingtheirstuff. remindedherself. variouspartsofthecountry. noticeinnow,'Paulhad
Itwaspainless.Therewers Withthemoneyfromthe Sheswitchedontheradio repeatedlysaid,whenshe
nohistrionics,noshouting saleofthefamilyhouseshe tofillthesilence gorpregnantwithLara.Atthe

mansWeck

Shortstory

time,shereluctantlyagreed, pacingoffdownthepartly beachSallyhadnevervisited
butitwasashameshehad decoratedhallway. before.Despiteitbeing
notkeptintouchwithAgatha. "Er,OK,'Sallyreplied. September,therewasachill
Shelookedattheclock. Inthelivingroom,therewas breeze,soSallywrappedup
Timewastickingandshe ahuddleofworkmenaround warm,lookingforwardtoa
hadtogettowork.Shehad somedrawings.Theyoung bracingwalkalongthesand.
managedtofindherselfa manpointedSallyinthe Agathawaswaiting.'Ready
part-timejobinthelocal directionofawomanwho totaketheplunge?"she
haberdashery.Itdidn'tpay hadherbacktoher. smiled,handingherwhat
much,butitwasastart. Assheturned,itwas lookedsuspiciouslylikea
Atfirst,shewasnervous theswishofskirtsandthe swimmingcostumeandtowe

aroundusingthetill,dealing jangleofbraceletsthatgave OverAgatha'sshoulder,Sally
withfussycustomers,andthe heraWay.. spottedagroupofwomen
insandoutsofhelpingrunthe "Agatha!Ican'tbelieveit!' laughingonthebeach.
shop.ButMaria,theowner, Sallyexclaimed.'Afterall 'Wha...What?We're
wasgentlyencouragingand theseyears!Howareyou?' goingswimming?!Butit's
shehadquicklypickedupthe Agathapeeredoverher fre...freezing!'stutteredSally,
dailyroutine. scarlet-framedglasses.She'd shakingherhead.'Noway!'

aged,but "Yes!I

gracefully,her Itwasshocking know,that's
haironce-black -whatonearththepoint!
wasnow Comeon.
silvery-white

andcutina wasshedoing?
Youcan
changein

sharpbob.Reassuringly, there,Agathasaid,chuckling
shewasdressedjustas andpointingtoasmall
flamboyantlyasbefore. stonebuilding.'Seeyou
"SallyTownsend!Isthat downthere.
reallyyou?Well,well,well!' Sallyhadnochoicebut
saidAgatha,eyeingherin todoasshewastoldand
thatknowingwayshehad. metthegrouponthebeach.
Sallysuddenlyfeltself- 'Ready,steady,let'sgol'
consciousinhersimpleblack someoneshouted.Agatha
jeans,whiteT-shirtandtan grabbedherhandandin
suedeloafers theyran.
ButAgathabeamed. Theswirlingwaterengulfed
'Youlookamilliondollars. her.Thecoldwavestookher
Whatonearthareyoudoing breathaway.Itwasshocking.
deliveringboxes,forheaven's Whatonearthwasshe
sake?'shesaid. doing?
Sallybroughtherupto Butthen,something
speedasAgathalistened. changedinher.Sally
'Everythinghappensfora feltanenergycoursing
reason,Sally,shefinallysaid. throughherveins.Shefelt
ItturnedoutthatAgatha invigorated,fulloflife.She
hadrelocatednearby,and lookedaroundattheother
haddownsizedherbusiness. womencheerfullybobbing
AsSallyleft,shevowedto Inthesea.andhermouth
keepintouch. stretchedopen-thistime

fromjoy,andnotthecold.

thatjustseemedsolife
affirming.IthadgivenSally
arenewedspringinherstep
Athome,shetookthe

plungeandstartedmaking
hermarkonthecottage.
Shesuddenlyfeltempowered
tomakeherowndecisions.

Paulhadbeensolidand
reliable,yes.Buthewas
alsorathercontrollingand
dareshesayit,ratherboring
'That'sjustnotpractical
Sally'hesaidwhenshe'd
oncepickedoutamustard
feltarmchairshehadloved.
OrWedon'tliveinashou
home,youknow,'hehad
said,shakinghishead,when

Thefirstpartofthemorning
intheshophadstartedoff
slow.Mariahadaskedher
torearrangethebundles
ofwool,andshewasknee.
deepinpastelyarnswhen
theohonerana.

'I'mgoingtoneedhelpwith
thisorder,Mariacalledout
aftershehadhungup,and
sotheysetaboutboxingup
varioustassels,trimsanc

cordsinariotofcolours.
'It'sforanimportant
customer,saidMaria.""Soit
needstobecorrect.Oh,and
theywantithand-delivered
today.Wouldyoumindgoing
intotown?'

Sallyfeltadipinher
stomachthinkingabouthow
outofpracticeshewasdriving
anywherebusy.Butshecould
hardlysayno.
'Yes,ofcourse.What's
theaddress?'

hecamehomeonedayto
findthefurniturerearranged
Ithadbecomeeasiertojust
agreewithhim
Shespentthemoneyfrom
thedivorcesettlementwisely.
ShetriedherhandatDIY
lookinguptutorialson
YouTubesoshecould
savethepennies
First,shewhitewashedthe
floorboardsinthelivingroom
andpaintedaccentwalls
inrichshadesofrosepink,
petrolblueandmossgreen.
Thensheinvestedinasmall
sea-greenvelvetsofaand
athickcreamruglacedwith
swirlsofturquoise.
Inherbedroom,behindthe
Victorian-stylemetalbedshe
hadsourcedfromanantiques
fair,shehungwallpaper
printedwithsmudgedclouds
Itwasallbeginningtolook
likeherown
Thisisyourchancetc

Apartfromthemanwho'd shine,Agathahadtoldher
undercutherataroundabout onemorningafterabracinc

thejourneyhadbeenplain swim.'Myadvice?Bebrave
sailingandshearrivedat Whenindoubt,addasplash
thesmartstuccohousein Afewdayslater,Sallywas ofcolour.Wherethereis
goodtime sortingoutadeliveryofcottonAfterthat,Tuesdaymornings dark,addatouchoflight.
Sherangthedoorbellandareelswhenherphonebuzzed. becamearequlareventinthe Sallywasn'tsureifshe
youngmaninpaint-splattered ItwasAgatha.'Doyou diary.Itwasgreattobeback wastalkingabouthouses
overallsanswered fancygettingsometreshair intouchwithAgatha.ShehadorliteButshewassure
"Ihaveadeliveryfrom nextTuesday?,sheasked. alwaysfoundhersoinspiring. goingtofindout.
Buttons&Braids,Sallysaid. Theyarrangedtomeet Butalso,therewassomething THEEND
'Oh,comein,'hesaid, early,at7am,atanearby aboutcold-waterswimming AngelinaVilla-Clarke,2022
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