Rappers Facing RICO Charges: Legal Battles and Consequences

The Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act, initially enacted in the 1970s
to combat organized crime like the Mafia, has been increasingly used to target a broad range of
criminal activities, including those involving gangs and criminal enterprises in the music
industry. In recent years, several high-profile rappers have found themselves tangled in legal
battles under the RICO statute, facing charges that could lead to significant prison sentences if
convicted.

1. Kay Flock

Kay Flock, born Kevin Perez in 2003, made waves in the rap scene with his hit song "Shake It."
Hailing from the Bronx, Flock was recently indicted on federal RICO charges alongside seven
other individuals linked to the Sev Side/DOA Gang. The indictment accuses them of committing
a series of violent crimes, including attempted murder and assault with a deadly weapon. This
new charge compounds Flock's legal troubles, including a state murder charge related to the
December 2021 shooting death of Oscar Hernandez, which he claims was an act of self-defense.
If convicted on the federal charges, Kay Flock faces a mandatory life sentence.

2. Fetty Wap

Fetty Wap, born Willie Junior Maxwell 11 in 1991, rose to fame with his 2014 hit "Trap Queen."
However, his career took a downturn when he was arrested in 2021 for his involvement in a drug
distribution operation that moved over 100 kilograms of cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, and crack
cocaine between Long Island and New Jersey. The operation resulted in his conviction on
charges of conspiracy to distribute cocaine, and he was sentenced to six years in prison in 2023.
The case highlights the dangerous intersection between the music industry and illegal drug trade
activities, with law enforcement using RICO charges to target those allegedly facilitating large-
scale drug networks.

3. Casanova

Casanova, whose real name is Caswell Senior, is a rapper known for his affiliations with the
Untouchable Gorilla Stone Nation, a violent gang based in New York. In 2020, he was charged
with RICO-related offenses, including conspiracy to distribute large amounts of marijuana and
involvement in violent crimes. After pleading guilty in 2022, Casanova was sentenced to 188
months (more than 15 years) in prison. The rapper admitted to participating in a 2020 Miami
house party shooting that left a man seriously injured. Despite his success in the music industry,
his association with gang life ultimately led to severe legal consequences.

4. Hoodrich Pablo Juan

Sterling Leroy Pennix Jr., better known as Hoodrich Pablo Juan, was sentenced to 15 years in
prison after being implicated in a Georgia-based RICO case connected to the Rollin 20
Neighborhood Bloods gang. His case, which involves trafficking methamphetamine, heroin, and
other criminal activities, saw him agree to a plea deal. As part of the deal, he will serve five years



in prison, with the remainder of his sentence on probation, as long as he abides by strict terms
that include no contact with gang members or firearms.

5. YEN Lucci

YFN Lucci (Rayshawn Bennett) was also swept up in a massive RICO indictment in Georgia in
2021. The indictment included charges of racketeering, murder, aggravated assault, and other
gang-related activities. Lucci was accused of being involved in various criminal activities as a
member of the "YFN" Bloods subgroup. Although he has been behind bars since 2021, his case
is still ongoing, with prosecutors aiming to prove his involvement in violent gang activity that
allegedly spans multiple years.

6. Young Thug

Jeffery Williams, better known as Young Thug, has been one of the most high-profile figures
caught up in a massive RICO case targeting his label, Young Stoner Life (YSL). In May 2022,
Young Thug was arrested alongside 27 other people, including fellow rapper Gunna, in a
sweeping indictment accusing them of crimes ranging from murder and armed robbery to drug
trafficking. Prosecutors claim that Young Thug is not just a rapper but also a violent gang leader
who helped further the YSL criminal enterprise through his music and public image. While
Gunna took a plea deal and was released, Young Thug and several co-defendants are still
awaiting trial. The case continues to unfold with serious charges hanging over his head.

Conclusion

The use of the RICO Act to prosecute rappers is becoming more prevalent as law enforcement
targets criminal organizations that operate within the music industry. While many of these artists
rose to fame through their talent and creativity, their alleged ties to criminal enterprises have led
to serious legal repercussions. For some, the charges could result in decades behind bars, and for
others, their careers may be forever tainted by these legal battles. The intersection of music and
crime continues to make headlines, and these cases serve as a stark reminder of the potential
consequences when fame and criminal activity collide.

Stay tuned for more updates on these cases, and don’t forget to hit the like button and subscribe
for future content!
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