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How 50s fashion has sprung into spring

By Finley Doubleday

CLASSIC 70s staples like bo-
ho-chic and fringe were rul-
ing the runways last season,
yet this season we are trav-
elling back another two dec-
ades to the 50s.

The 50s were known for
their conservative and so-
phisticated style choices and
elegant fashion. The after-
math of World War Two com-
pletely shifted women’s fash-
ion. Inspired by Dior’s ‘New
Look’ collection in 1947, the
stiff boxy silhouettes of the
war years became curvy al-
most hourglass silhouettes,
w1th rounded shoulders and
full skirts which re-
mained into the early
50s.

This fashion
month started

off in Paris in

, January and it

I A - /’ was Jacquemus

/ +  who kicked off
A ° | couture week.
v \ j Jacquemus’

., collection ‘La
i Croisiere em-
bodied the fem-
ininity of the
50s and homed
in on Holly-
wood  glam-
our which
thrived during
/ that decade.
Many gowns

) had playful
waist- lines from cor-
sets to drop waist, and a vari-
ety of silhouettes were incor-
porated from this
era. The synergy
between uncon-
p ventional con-
temporary fash-
- 1on and the 50s

\ was portrayed
beautifully
by  Jacque-
mus. There
were tradi-
tional 50s
'\ patterns
a like
polka
dots.
T h e
..~ standouts
« . 2vu were a haired
' polka dot
-' "/ skirt with an
e : < asymmetrlcal
o . hem worn by

i Z-: -w; model Irina
IR I :',’} Shayk and
L ; 3,‘-‘,‘ A1 ,% quilted train
“ariaav) two  piece

-

worn by Imaan Hamman.

As for Schiaparelli, the 50s
corset was the center point
of Daniel Roseberry’s cou-
ture collection; nearly every

model  resembled
the fashion houses’ =
iconic  hourglass =

fragrance  bot comedy where a fash- 4
tle, Shocking. / ~ ion  photographer, / ’
Roseberry y =~ played by Fred

(\/ =) . Astaire, falls

described < m’“ﬁ
the colour * | /18
scheme  as mk’:“" /L
dusty nudes, |

faded and ?
burnt saf-

fron browns, |
which  was
inspired by , =
a visit to an |/
antique shop °
and layered .
satin ribbons
from the
1920s  and
30s. Transi- .
tioning from g ,&n
the 30s into { i

the 50s, these "

dusty nudes
transcend into vi-
brant pastel pinks.

New York fashion
week did not disap- (
point in terms of col- | g
our palettes, despite K
the melancholy winter 4
weather of New York.
Fashion had spoken
and declared pas-
tel pink as the
colour of the
season.

Last
season,
design- 4
ers like
Alaia’s
use of
pink
was a sub-
dued suspension but it still
spoke to us with
volume and subtly
foreshadowed the
incoming of the
pastel pink
trend.

Pastels were
found on the
brand’s signa-
ture  tapered
cuffed pants
and the spi-
ral structured W
pink fur coats.
Popular in both
home decor and
fashion, this
powder pink
colour is iconic
of the 50s. It is

also where fashion and film
converged.
Audrey Hepburn’s film Fun-
ny Face, released in 1957,
birthed the iconic Think
Pink! scene and song which
was also sung by
Hepburn. This mus1cal

in love with Audrey

Hepburn was descrlbed
by The Guardian as “a film
that loves fashion”.
The pink satin dresses and
50s swimsuits designed by
Edith Head, transformed
pink into a symbol of femi-
ninity and fashion.
Even in film today, Ariana
Grande’s role as Glinda in
Wicked has catapulted
pink back into main-
" stream media. Grande
takes her role seri-
; ‘kously and maintains
T w» her Glinda-esque A
| appearance  at
red carpets and 4
award shows with
her persistent pas-
tel pink gowns
designed by the .
likes of Thom -
Browne. &
This decade

an  ex-
citing
time, it has
been a while
since femininity
and personality
have been the
forefront of fash-
ion.
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