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AUDRE LoRDE



B‘ckyuml Inf orma tion

Who is Audre Lorde?

S$he was an American
“writer, womanist,
radical f eminis’t,
prof essor, and civil

righ{s activist.”

\h/(lS she an Old woman?

No. She died from liver

cancer six years af ter
being diagnosed with

breast cancer and died

on November 17, 1992, at
age 58.

Whatis a rooming house?

Rooming houses are
multi-tenant houses or
dwe“ings with mul{iple
rooms rented out
invidiua“g, with tenants
sharing of ten sharing

spaces like bathrooms or

the kitchen.



l«nlag Houses are Old Women

Rooming houses are old women AUDRE LORDE To Welfare and insult from the slow shuffle

rocking dark windows into their whens

from dagswork to shopping bags

waiJ(ing incomple{e circles heavg with leftovers.
rocking
rent of fice to s{oop to !' Rooming houses
communi{g bathrooms to gas rings and . are old women wai’ting
under-bed boxes of once useful garhage searching
ciig issued with a twice mon{hig check {hrough darkening windows
and the young men next door the end or beginning of agony
with their loud midnighj( par’ties old women seen J(i\rough half Tajar doors
and f isi\g rings left in the bathtub hoping
no ionger arouse them ’theg are not wai’ting
from midnigh{ to mealtime no siops inbetween but being
light breaking to pass through jumbled up windows » the entrance to somewhere
and who was it whe married the widow - unknown and desired
that Buzzie's son messed with? ' but not new.



Poetry Prompt

|
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HOW dOGS J(he poem POY{Y(UJ J(he deve[opmenj(

of the speaker’s attitude towards (the
subjec‘()?



ng Asser tion

Through the use of dic‘tion, compam’tive devices,

|

- o

and imagery, the speaker pam“e[s the lif e of old
black women to a rooming house in an ef fort to
express the silent suff ering and social inequali{ies

H\ese women FGCG.



$tanza 1 DICTION COMPARATIVE DEVICE

"f{ 1 repetition of “rocking’s in a rocking chair, metaphor starts immediatelys the
represen{a{ion of the unstableness of their Litle is repea’ted for emphasis and
lif e (f inancia“g/ health-wise) ﬂ clarification

Rooming houses are old women DICTION
tocking dark windows into their{wheng) whens could be referring to the act

of ref lec{ing on their memories or

(W(li[ing incomle{e CifC[BS previous lif e, eq “when | used to do
(% //‘

x this...” the act of reminiscing

]

IMAGERY /COMPARATIVE DEVICE COMPARATIVE DEVICE

me{aphoﬁ imcomp[e{e cgcle of lif e, incomple{e

me{aphor for how their life is dimming/ ending3 cgcle of veo cking = aging lacking health/ sgmbol

., “window to the soul” or imagery of the

environment in rooming houses (dark, hopeless) of wheelchair

)\



Stanza 1  0icTiON DICTION

"'{ Z ”sjtoop to" = to lower oneself Gas rings are the rings of fire that are
“rent of fice” = where the tenants go to pay found on stoves and heaters. A sgmbo[
rent to the landlord of the rooming house of pover{g - cooking for oneself, or a
lack of heat/ elec‘trici{g

]

rent of fice to&too

_ : COMPARATIVE
community bathrooms to fas rings and DEVICE /IMAGERY/DICTION

under-bed boxes of once usefu garbage This line is a metaphor for the

ci{g issued with a twice mon{h[g check ¥emens tives, because like
garbage, J(heg are also

f orgoHen about and
abandoned l)g socie{g.”Once‘

DICTION (4th line)
A sgmbo[ of re{iremen{/ pover{g in old age. Another social

" usef ul garbage" is also an

- s{igmtﬁ relging on the governmen{ for money. Could be oxymoron an d it could ac J(ua“g

seen as a drain on the S‘JSJ“’"' be describing the surroundings.

)\



Stanzal  DicTION IMAGERY/DICTION

"'{ 3 Demonstrates a s{ar“ing jux{aposi{ion Sensorg imagery helps the reader 1o
between the two groups of people on the ge{ a grasp on the magni{ude of these

opposi{e sides of privi[ege in America parjties and it is oxymoronic in nature as

midnigh{ is not considered a “loud” time

and th&gounq menyext door
and te Rl " 1 oicriow
Wl{h {helr [OUd mngdnl h{ E(lr 1CS Could be read in two ways: "Fishg” as in

an iSh rin S eF{ in {he bﬂ{h{ﬂb Somethi"g suspicious, or ”Fishg rings” as
gunk and dirt that the people

no longer arouse {hem a{{ending these parj(ies have left
,—%
behind

]

DICTION

Could refer to sexual arousal or excitement in geneml. These old
women have passed their “sexual prime" and these younger men and

-I”k

their par‘ties, who migh{ have excited them bef ore, do not now



Stanza 1 DICTION/COMPARATIVE DEVICE (%st line) COMPARATIVE DEVICE
'l'{ ‘ Repetition of “m Ind mention of

A me’taphor for the monotonous lif e of these women, how windows? J(heg are
the same day is repeated, or how death follows these breaking,
' women like how sleep follows them during the night foreshadowing the
end/ hardship of the

f rom@dnigh{ to @Qa[’time no s‘togs inbetween women's life
ligh{ breaking to pass J(hrough jumbled D | indow;

and who was it who married the w‘*
that Buzzie's son messed wi{h;) } DICTION

DICTION
» The term “widow” is used instead of the woman's name, women, o a representation of
- showing how her iden‘ti{g and worn is based of f men (her how their memory is Fading

husband and Buzzie's son). A reminder of “a woman's place"

Can either be read as a piece

of gossip to consolidate the



DICTION DICTION
Shnu Z

Welf are is governmen{ provided f ood, “insult” = emphasizes the demeaning
housing, and c[o{hing for low-to-moderate attitude that socie’tg has towards elders
income ci{izens, demons{m{ing the reali{g “slow shuffle” = a s{ereo{gpical

of the financial situation of these women  movement associated with the elderlg,

demonstrates their ill bodilg conditions

Reinf orces th |
lToWelf are)and insulf rom the slow shuffle Vf{:e:;ﬁ{g%il:,vtniinnseed

rom dayswork to shopping bags of assistance, weak
eavy ith lef tovers. }DlCTION

E—_

IMAGLRY K Ref erence to older black women J(aking on housework-
centered jobs for weathlier white families? doing their

]

» Tactile imagery with the word

-

= “heavy’s reinforces the older nousewark, grocery stopping, etc

“leftovers = gif ts from the families

women's aging bodies
)



Stanza 3 COMPARATIVE DEVICES

' { 1 Repe{i{ion of the title once again for emphasis and reinf orced
- unders{anding. Parallel to beginning of poem

DICTION

Rooming houses j
é—s‘ Searching for gou{h, equalijtg, financial s{abili{g,

are Old women W(lihng respec{, everg{hing that socie{g has s{ripped away

searchingy =7 From these women
COMPARATIVE DEVICES/IMAGERY

through darkening windows —>
g gng—* Windows are darkening - either their life

{he end or be innin OF aqon is coming to an end or night is falling in
the rooming house
. DICTION

- Agong is either mental or phgsical pain realizing their deciining sia{e, pi\gsicai pain with aging,

]

the l)eginning of the sj(igmas surrounding older black women and the painF ul realization of it



Stanza 3 COMPARATIVE DEVICES

any interpretations® door o lif e closing, lacK o
Part 7 Many interpretationss door to life closing, lack of
ar ( privacy in rooming houses, socie{g doesnt want the

women {0 be seen

" O[d women seen J(hrough ha[f a!ar ({OOYS

oping —9 DICTION
hopmg * marks the heginning of a posi{ive tone,
they ay2 hop

l)(l{ being “not waiting ™ juxtaposition to previous stance

DICTION

This is an allusion to heaven. The
“entrance” would be the pearlg ga{es. It
can be assumed that these older black

women would have been very religious

-I”k



Guided Analysis

!' DICTION

| &

n\rough the use of dic‘(ion, compara’tive devices, and imagery, the speaker para“eis the lif e of old

black women 1o a rooming house in an ef fort to express the silent suff ering and social inequaii{ies

-"the end or beginning of
agong" to describe their
mental and phgsical

suf f ering

~“from dagswork to shopping
bags

heavg with lef tovers” even
in retirement these women
have to work to provide for
themselves

J(hese women F(ICC.

COMPARATIVE DEVICES

‘me{aphor’ comparing the

IMAGERY

~the window is s[owlg dimming

throughout the poem to show

women to rooming houses in
the hope losts pa{he{ic f a“acg
the fact that theyare o idright parties” this i

Endesirgble, poor. Forgo{{en sensory imagery which shows how
-%;oj:;-ge d boxes of once this is not a piace that one
" would want to be in

usef ul garbage me{aphor cebivemen {’ with loud

For the women's lives and neithbours next door. A furtehr

how society sees them demonstration of poverty and

[ack OF money



Thank You For Listening —



