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Introduction 

This resource pack is to help show using stories in the classroom can overall benefit students and 

teachers. One common task in literature classrooms is to teach students how to write authentically. In 

her article “Keeping it Real: Valuing Authenticity in the Writing Classroom,” Whitney writes “Use 

authentic language to describe genre. Students shouldn’t be writing ‘paper.’ They should be writing 

travel essays, book reviews, advice columns” (17). One way to help students to achieve authentic writing 

is to incorporate the use of stories into classrooms. Liz Prather, in her work Story Matters, writes 

“Narrative non-fiction asks students to take risks and learn how to compositionally zig and zag between 

information, argument, and story” (xvii).  Additionally, Prather writes in her novel” 

  ’We are ‘storytelling animals’ says author Jonathon Gottschall (2012) in his book of the same 

 title. In every known human culture, storytelling binds communities with gossip, warning and 

 instruction. Gottschall writes, ‘It nourishes our imaginations; it reinforces moral behavior; it 

 gives us safe words to practice inside. (Prather, 2) 

Students are positively impacted by the use of stories in the classroom. They are able to grow by using 

stories to connect to themselves and their real-life experiences. By allowing students connect to 

different types of material to gather knowledge, students are able connect more to literature and 

writing itself. In other words, a way to promote authentic writing and help students achieve this type of 

writing, is to include stories into the curriculum. It is important to connect students with the class and 

the knowledge or information that teachers are trying to teach:  

As people learn and read about the important issues of the day, they are asking questions, 

 seeking out multiple perspectives, considering possibilities, and (at times) taking their 

 investigations or inquiries further for better understanding and wider knowledge. (Wolk, 4)  

Stories also show representation and other perspectives which helps readers understanding other 

people around them. In the book Teaching Young Adult Literature Today, the authors point out that 

literature offers students a chance to better understand the world around them, see other human 

experiences, and help them find their place in society (Hayn, Kaplan, and Clemmons, 103). Additionally, 

“providing an opportunity for a book to serve as a mirror provides a sense of acceptance” (Hayn, Kaplan, 

and Clemmons, 104). During these important years of discovering self-identity, it is important to show 

students not only a perspective of themselves, but also a perspective of those around them. This can 

help students feel safer in classrooms and more ready to learn. 
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(Hernandez). He stresses the importance for teachers to help students discover their relationship with 

stories and why they chose certain stories. In addition to question why students read certain stories, 

teachers should also be asking students to think about the authors of said stories – why the author 

chose certain characters or characteristics, what is their motivation for the story, how are these stories 

presented to readers? One way for students to achieve these reflections are discussing with classmates. 
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storyboard, (3) use the “SWBST” (Somebody Wanted But So Then) Strategy, (4) build out story maps, (5) 

teach story elements with a “pick a card,” (6) plot the story structure using a graph (“6 Strategies for 

Teaching Story Structure”). Each of these suggestions gives details and examples on the importance of 

each strategy and how teachers can incorporate them into their classrooms.  
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 November 2012. 

The article “30 Storytelling Tips for Educators: How to Capture Your Student’s Attention” provides tips 

for instructors to incorporate stories into their classroom and they can capture their student’s attention.  

A few examples of the tips provided in this article are: maintain eye contact, invite interaction, set the 

scene, draw real life connections, and create a timeline (“30 Storytelling Tips for Educators…”).  Besides 

providing tips to capture student’s attention, this article also provides examples of how to improve 

storytelling. It shows that there is importance of not only using storytelling to facilitate learning, but also 

using storytelling to help improve writing. 
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 London, United Kingdom, Rowman & Littlefield, 2017.  

In the book Teaching Young Adult Literature Today, the authors (Hayn, Kaplan, and Clemmons) focuses 

on the importance of teaching young adult literature and the impact it has on students. The authors 

write “Literature reflects out lives and our place in society, but it can also make us painfully aware if 

reality” (Hayn, Kaplan, and Clemmons, 103). Throughout the book, the authors not only point out why 

stories in the classroom matter, but also provide teachers ways to bring them into their classrooms. One 

suggestion the authors provide is to allow students to have some say in the material they read; having a 

role in the direction the students take allows them to connect more to the material (Hatn, Kaplan, and 

Clemmons, 177-178). 
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