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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH’S TOBACCO QUITLINE PARTNERS WITH
SAFEWAY PHARMACY TO HELP HAWAII RESIDENTS QUIT SMOKING

HONOLULU - The Hawaii State Department of Health's (DOH) Tobacco Quitline has
entered into a partnership with local Safeway Pharmacies in an effort to help its patients
quit smoking. The ten Safeway Pharmacy locations across the islands will now provide
Quitline materials and referrals to their patients, helping to encourage Hawaii residents
to enroll in Quitline services. Research has shown that smokers who use the Quitline
are up to 14 times more likely to stay quit than those who quit on their own.

“We are very pleased to partner with Safeway Pharmacies. Safeway is providing our
communities with the resources they need to live healthier, more productive lives. This
is an important step of connecting smokers to these resources to quit, contributing to a
smoke-free Hawaii. We hope other retailers follow suit,” said Lola H. Irvin, manager of
the Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Division at the Hawaii

Department of Health.

Each year in Hawaii, nearly 1,400 adults ages 35 and over die from smoking-caused
diseases and iliness'. The toll of tobacco use in Hawaii continues to be felt by everyone,
but ground-breaking partnerships — like the one between Safeway and the DOH's
Quitline — allow for more information and tools to be put into the hands of the smokers
who need the services most; we can work to prevent smoking in the current to future
generations' lives.
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