
Braiding Sweetgrass
l-l obin \\ lll Nirtrrttct'cr is lr prof'cssor of ccrllogr,
l-[ 

"'',,-] 
shc is rtls, r rr dar.rghtctr of Sll u ttr-nan, tlic

onc u lt<1, tccorclirrs to -\nishinairbc r.trltllologr,
crcatcd thc l-larth trith thc hclp of aninltrls, ancl

rraclc it'.r lush grrrclur to st-rstain thcrl lll.

In this dcc;llr t.t.toritts booli., Ilobin lcts us lool'
rrt tlrc u'rtrlcl thr'ottgh hct' orr tt t.ttict'osco[-rc rt'hich

contains tu o lct.tscs: scicncc, artcl \aIir c .\t.tlct'ic;.tl.t

n isclonr. Br blinging thcsc complctrtctttitrl u orlcl

vicu s togcthct' itr rr lttticlt-tclr poctic tr irr, shc nltrllcs

us rcthinli out' t'clatiottship to non htttrrirtl bcirlqs
lritl.r nhon.t \\'c lrot otrlr shlt'c out' honrc, but t<r

nhonr nc rtlso onc olrl lif'c.

\\ ith thc s'àr.lrc tclldelncss as uùctt braiclittg Su cct
grass. Robiu clcftlr ucirrcs -\trclicatl histol'r uith
incligcnor-rs trrlcs, ccologicaI fircts u ith llct:lpltt.,t'i
cal clcl-lictions of thc m«rt'c-th;rtt hltt.ulru u orlcl' irrlcl

pcrsonrrl crpct'icncc u'ith philosophicll rcf-lccti

ons. Lilic rr rccl thrcrlcl cottltcctittg hcr storics' shc

convc\ s tcachings of ittt art tlf lir ing tl.lilt \\'às tllcrc
long bcforc \[u.t sct firot on thc l]arth. Shc tclls of
hcr lnccstors nho lctrrtrt fl'onr n'.ltttrc itsclf, tirl irl
indigcnor-rs thinl'ing, Pltrtrts irrc the First 'lctrchcrs.
'l'hr-rs. it uas Bl'aclt.\sh, \laplc, arlcl \l<ithcr (lcciar

l'h«r tar-rght the I'coplc to tcntl thc latlcl itl t'ctltrtl
firr its gifis, itnr-l lilicn'isc it urrs (lortl, Ilcatrs, lrrcl

SclLrtsh n'lro shtlu ccl ltttt.t.titt'ts thc ltrt of t-ccilll'ot'itr.

llut l{obin irlso rct-t.rincls lts of l hrt hirppors u hcrr

nrcn tirrgct this agclcss rrisclotl. Shc tclls htlu \rt
tivc l'coplcs tlclc strippecl alitt fronl tlrcir hotrrc-

Iirncis, :rrrtl hrll gt".tsscs \\crc scp:lriltccl frurn thcir
c<»r.rr.nLrnitics to bc brccl in sttullcss t-t'totrticLtltltrcs.

Shc clcsct'ibcs h«rl sact'ccl shttt'cts u'ct'c tttt'nccl ilrt«r

\\'astc grollrcls, rrttcl hou, u ithin a lllcl'c gcllcrilti( )ll.

an cntirc niltiol.'t l«tst nrost of its langurrgc, llnou.
l cclgc, an ci trircli ti «r n s. Sh c tal lts, lr ol.T cth cl css,'àbollt

tl-rc t:rint. fliclicring tlamc thitt licpt lirrrlliug incli-

gcnolrs hclrts evcn atïct'it all. [t is thc slrllc spitrli
tllat nrrlics plants contc baclt to a ptlllutccl placc
rrncl u orli u'ith nticrtiscopic ti'icncls to rcscllcl'atc
thc s«lil. It is thc lrl:rzc «rf lif'e, attcl lit-c littou's its u av

honrc.

In e tinrc ulrcn \\-cstct'tt \litt-t has ti)l'gottcn his

rcsponsibilit\ to thosc rtho girc hint brclth, this
booli conrcs irs tinclcr to rcliincllc thc flrc. .\rtcl lilic
a conrpass, jt shous us tlrc nar bacli to a b'.rlirrl-

cccl rclritiot.tship s ith oltr primc clclcrs, birsccl on

glatituclc ancl mutr-tal crrrc. I l'.rughcci, I criccl, but
lbovc all l, ttxr, fclt a tltunc risc itt urr l.rcart: thc rlgc
irgrinst thc irrstrtialrlc \\-incligo mitrcl, thc ltrgc to
pr'otcct thosc uto clo t'tot hrtvc tt r tticc, atlcl to gir c

thc lllrth bitcli, at last. thc gifï of lor c.
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