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It is too bad that public executions are outlawed in this country but he deserves one on the
steps of the old courthouse in Redwood City. What a monster!
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An eye for an eye, or a head for a head.

Welcome to the discussion.
Keep the discussion civilized. Absolutely NO personal attacks or insults directed toward
writers, nor others who make comments.
Keep it clean. Please avoid obscene, vulgar, lewd, racist or sexually-oriented language.
Don't threaten. Threats of harming another person will not be tolerated.
Be truthful. Don't knowingly lie about anyone or anything.
Be proactive. Use the 'Report' link on each comment to let us know of abusive posts.
PLEASE TURN OFF YOUR CAPS LOCK.
Anyone violating these rules will be issued a warning. After the warning, comment privileges
can be revoked.

Jose Rafael Solano Landaeta was found guilty of first degree murder with a deadly weapon Monday, Nov.
20. 
Photo by Nicholas Mazzoni

 

Jose Rafael Solano Landaeta was found guilty of murdering Karina Castro
after an unconventional two-week trial — where Landaeta, whose
responsibility for the crime was never in question, was at turns comatose
on the witness stand or absent from court entirely — and a swift jury
deliberation.

On Monday, Nov. 20, presiding Judge Lisa Novak read the jury verdict,
which found Landaeta guilty of first-degree murder after two days of
deliberation, amidst an emotional courtroom atmosphere as Castro’s
family received the news.

“I’m as happy as I can be,” Martin Castro, the victim’s father, said. “I was
pretty sure this would go down like this, but just to hear it is really
relieving. It doesn’t bring her back, but at least he’s now being shown that
he can’t get away with whatever he wants.”

Landaeta, 33, brutally killed Castro, 27, nearly beheading her with a
samurai sword in San Carlos on Sept. 8, 2022. He originally pleaded not
guilty by reason of insanity in May after being found competent to stand
trial, and his defense has primarily revolved around claims of imperfect
self-defense by a man with mental health issues.

Prosecutor Josh Stauffer said throughout the trial that Landaeta’s potential
mental illness — he was previously diagnosed with schizophrenia — played
no role in the killing, which occurred after Castro, the mother of his child
and previous romantic interest, sent him a bevy of vaguely threatening
Snapchat messages.

Various court-appointed doctors called as witnesses also said that
Landaeta was not demonstrating current symptoms of psychosis and
previous diagnoses had “no genuine causal nexus” to the killing.

During court proceedings Monday, Nov. 13, Landaeta answered nearly three
hours of questioning from his own attorney before appearing unresponsive
shortly after cross-examination by prosecution began, in what he claimed
was a panic attack episode but prosecutors said was another example of
him faking his own mental illness.

Recommended for you

Landaeta’s attorney, Robert Cummings, said the messages Castro sent him
before the murder, first accusing him of rape and sexual encounters with
men and minors before sending messages like “u got a target on ur back
now too, haha I already got a green light,” “tell yo mom to plan a r f—
service,” made Landaeta feel his and his family’s life was in imminent
danger.

Stauffer said in response that text messages Landaeta received enraged
him to the point of murder, rather than scaring him, pointing to Instagram
messages he sent a friend hours before the crime which included “im ngl
bro she lookin ta get smoked,” “she need to get 86’d.”

Cummings also said Castro first attacked Landaeta with a knife, provoking
him to defend himself. The prosecution maintained that no knife was
found at the scene and one did not exist.

Laura Engman, Castro’s mother, said after the verdict was read out that she
was grateful her daughter was receiving justice, but is exhausted by the
continued conviction and sentencing process ahead.

“If they would have said anything else I think I would have just lost it right
there. I have just been praying for this day,” she said. “It should just be over
and nothing else should be happening. But we will come back.”

The jury will now decide have to decide whether to convict Landaeta on
four aggravated charges: great violence and bodily harm, assault with a
deadly weapon, the victim being particularly vulnerable, and planning for
the crime. The sentencing could occur in December to January, District
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said.

“We have great gratitude to the 12 members of our community who had to
sit through and listen to horrific and gruesome evidence, and were able to
remain fair and impartial and return a correct verdict,” Wagstaffe said.
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