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Perched on the top deck of the Magic Bus one Saturday evening several years ago,
peering out beyond the blurry windows at Oxford Road, I was suddenly taken by
surprise.

As soon as The Cornerhouse Cinema flashed into view, my friend bolted from his seat,
grasped the yellow railing and jabbed his index finger against the red ‘stop’ button.

A short, sharp pinging sound zipped through the cabin, and the juddering vehicle began
to slow to a crawl.

This wasn’t supposed to be our destination.

“There,” he said, answering my quizzical expression by gesturing to a underground
staircase in the distance.

“Change of plan. We need to try this place. I’ve been wanting to go for ages.”

The doors hissed open and I clambered o� the bus earlier than anticipated, strolling over
to a set of stone steps, encircled by a black railings, covered by a white canopy.

Printed overhead was a name. “The Temple”, it read.

We descended, and discovered a whole other world waiting for us at the bottom.

The night I first stumbled across Temple Bar – one of Manchester’s weirdest and most
wonderful institutions – will live long in the memory.

It was unlike any other pub I’d ever visited before; boasting a larger-than-life vibe that
defied its diminutive size.

The place served as a public toilet over a hundred years ago during the Victorian era, but
as TimeOut so aptly put it: “Temple Bar is anything but crap.”

Ever since being converted into a subterranean drinking den; the venue has become a
real favourite among Mancs; earning a reputation for being low on frills but big on music.

Despite the fact that two dozen drinkers in here is a tight squeeze, Temple Bar is
nonetheless the proud owner of the best jukebox in the city – serving a wide array of
draught and bottled beer brewed from all around the world.

This has led to the cubby hole acquiring quite the creative cult following – with the bar
being frequented by Manchester’s poets, writers, artists and, most prominently of all,
musicians.

Elbow lead singer Guy Garvey is a particularly popular patron, with Temple even
inspiring some of the lyrics for his band’s song “Grounds for Divorce”.

There’s a hole in my neighbourhood, down of which I cannot help but fall.

Garvey told the BBC he spent many a night below Great Bridgewater Street penning
songs – finding solace in scribbling away in the nether regions of the city centre.

Footage shows a newspaper cutting of the vocalist was even plastered on the side of the
pub at one point; accompanied by a speech bubble saying: “Pint of Krombacher please”.

Despite being one the smallest watering holes in the city, Temple is among the most
intriguing you’re likely to find.

From the poster-stapled walls to its gra�iti-scrawled toilets (you won’t need to scroll your
phone for reading material in here), it’s brimming with character – a rare breed of bar
that o�ers something completely di�erent to any ordinary pub visit.

In a nutshell, you could describe Temple as tight-knit, o�beat, and obsessed with music.

Or in other words, utterly Mancunian.

Shares
 Share 50  Tweet 

Sign Up for Our Newsletters

Get the latest Manchester news in your inbox.

Wikimedia Commons

MessyKen
@MessyKen

#83WeeksDiveBar Temple bar in Manchester, UK the 
definition of a dive manchestersfinest.com/eating-and-dri…  
"The fact that it is a renovated public toilet only adds to its 
quirkiness and charm!"

8�58 PM · Feb 28, 2019

1 Copy link to Tweet

Elbow buy Jo Whiley a drink at the TempleElbow buy Jo Whiley a drink at the Temple

50

Enter your email Subscribe

By checking this box, you confirm that you have read and are agreeing to our terms of use regarding the storage of the data
submitted through this form.

Trending

1
The March ‘Full Super Worm
Moon’ will peak this weekend –
here’s how to see it

2
Man gets pay rise for hard work
then calls in sick for celebrating
too hard

3
An immersive Alice in
Wonderland experience is
coming to Manchester

4
Over 40,000 Asda workers win
equal pay row with
supermarket owner

5 Body cams for ambulance crews
piloted in Manchester

Related Posts

The art galleries set up in Stretford
alleyways

Tra�ord-based artist Lynda Sterling has been adding a
splash of colour to Stretford’s ginnels as part of a
community campaign.

BY THE MANC

The viral photo of Manchester that
launched a print shop

One a�ernoon in Manchester five years ago, Adam
Pester took a photo on his phone when it started to
rain. Nothing was ever quite the same again.

BY THE MANC

Neighbourhood Weekender 2021
adds extra Friday night to festival

The indie festival has revealed its 2021 lineup with the
surprise of a third day.

BY HANNAH STARKIE

Manchester Food and Drink Festival
launch online portal to promote
local restaurants during COVID-19
pandemic

BY THE MANC

, , ,

A Manchester doctor debunks the
myths surrounding vaccines and
COVID-19

Dr Michael Barnish, Head of Genetics & Nutrition at
REVIV Global Ltd, shares some information about
vaccines.

BY THE MANC

Greater Manchester music fans are
swooping in to help save local
festivals

Sounds From The Other City has been forced to cancel
two years in a row - but the event could still be saved
with their lifeline appeal.

BY THE MANC

Mum completely transforms kitchen
using Disney stuff from Primark

BY THE MANC

We talked to the ‘fish and a rice
cake’ guy about his First Dates
appearance

Danny Andrews shot to fame at 17 when he starred in a
BBC Three documentary about young bodybuilders -
and now he's on First Dates.

BY EMILY SERGEANT

,

Privacy  - Terms

AUDIO FEATURE

Temple Bar: The public toilet that became a

drinking den for Manchester’s musicians

From the poster-stapled walls to its gra�iti-scrawled toilets, Temple is brimming
with character – a rare breed of bar that o�ers something completely di�erent to
any ordinary pub visit.

BY THE MANC · 30TH JULY 2020 ·  3 MINUTE READ·  50 SHARES

FEATURE FEATURE

AUDIO EATS FEATURE NEWS WHAT'S ON

FEATURE AUDIO

FEATURE FEATURE TRENDING

 

https://themanc.com/
https://facebook.com/themancuk
https://twitter.com/themancuk
https://www.instagram.com/the.manc
https://themanc.com/about/
https://themanc.com/contact/
https://themanc.com/cookie-policy/
https://themanc.com/privacy-policy/
https://themanc.com/terms-of-use/
https://themanc.com/contact
https://seoandy.com/
https://www.timeout.com/manchester/bars-and-pubs/the-temple
https://themanc.com/feature/what-happened-at-the-manchester-gig-that-changed-the-world/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://themanc.com/feature/temple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=Temple%20Bar%3A%20The%20public%20toilet%20that%20became%20a%20drinking%20den%20for%20Manchester%E2%80%99s%20musicians&via=themancuk&url=https://themanc.com/feature/temple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://themanc.com/feature/temple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians/&media=https://themanc.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Screen-Shot-2020-07-30-at-14.31.41.png
https://twitter.com/MessyKen?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/MessyKen?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/MessyKen/status/1101225189201928193?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/hashtag/83WeeksDiveBar?src=hashtag_click
https://t.co/mH1ii0VKwp?amp=1
https://twitter.com/MessyKen/status/1101225189201928193/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/MessyKen/status/1101225189201928193/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/MessyKen/status/1101225189201928193/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://twitter.com/MessyKen/status/1101225189201928193?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F&tweet_id=1101225189201928193
https://twitter.com/MessyKen?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1101225189201928193%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemanc.com%2Ffeature%2Ftemple-bar-public-toilet-that-became-a-drinking-den-for-manchesters-musicians%2F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLU0fu_h_vw
https://themanc.com/trending/the-march-full-super-worm-moon-will-peak-this-weekend-heres-how-to-see-it/
https://themanc.com/trending/man-gets-pay-rise-for-hard-work-then-calls-in-sick-for-celebrating-too-hard/
https://themanc.com/whats-on/an-immersive-alice-in-wonderland-experience-is-coming-to-manchester/
https://themanc.com/news/over-40000-asda-workers-win-equal-pay-row-with-supermarket-owner/
https://themanc.com/news/body-cams-for-ambulance-crews-piloted-in-manchester/
https://themanc.com/feature/the-art-galleries-set-up-in-stretford-alleyways/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/feature/the-viral-photo-of-manchester-that-launched-a-print-shop/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/audio/neighbourhood-weekender-2021-adds-extra-friday-night-to-festival/
https://themanc.com/author/hannah-starkie95hotmail-co-uk/
https://themanc.com/news/manchester-food-drink-festivals-announce-exciting-online-hub-promoting-local-hospitality-plus-autumn-festival-dates/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/feature/a-manchester-doctor-debunks-the-myths-surrounding-vaccines-and-covid-19/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/audio/greater-manchester-music-fans-are-swooping-in-to-help-save-local-festivals/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/feature/mega-disney-fan-creates-amazing-mickey-mouse-kitchen/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/trending/we-talked-to-the-fish-and-a-rice-cake-guy-about-his-first-dates-appearance/
https://themanc.com/author/emily/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://themanc.com/trending/the-march-full-super-worm-moon-will-peak-this-weekend-heres-how-to-see-it/
https://themanc.com/trending/man-gets-pay-rise-for-hard-work-then-calls-in-sick-for-celebrating-too-hard/
https://themanc.com/whats-on/an-immersive-alice-in-wonderland-experience-is-coming-to-manchester/
https://themanc.com/news/over-40000-asda-workers-win-equal-pay-row-with-supermarket-owner/
https://themanc.com/news/body-cams-for-ambulance-crews-piloted-in-manchester/
https://themanc.com/feature/the-art-galleries-set-up-in-stretford-alleyways/
https://themanc.com/feature/the-viral-photo-of-manchester-that-launched-a-print-shop/
https://themanc.com/audio/neighbourhood-weekender-2021-adds-extra-friday-night-to-festival/
https://themanc.com/news/manchester-food-drink-festivals-announce-exciting-online-hub-promoting-local-hospitality-plus-autumn-festival-dates/
https://themanc.com/feature/a-manchester-doctor-debunks-the-myths-surrounding-vaccines-and-covid-19/
https://themanc.com/audio/greater-manchester-music-fans-are-swooping-in-to-help-save-local-festivals/
https://themanc.com/feature/mega-disney-fan-creates-amazing-mickey-mouse-kitchen/
https://themanc.com/trending/we-talked-to-the-fish-and-a-rice-cake-guy-about-his-first-dates-appearance/
https://themanc.com/category/audio/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/author/alexsmith/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/audio/
https://themanc.com/category/eats/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/news/
https://themanc.com/category/whats-on/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/audio/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/feature/
https://themanc.com/category/trending/
https://themanc.com/

