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Albania's Long March Back 
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A woman in Gocaj, in northwest Albania, attempted to get some drinking water by tapping into an underground pipe 

After riots, economic progress has been painfully slow 
A year ago, Albania erupted in violent riots after thousands 
of citizens lost their life savings in fraudulent pyramid 
schemes. Today, Europe's poorest nation is waging a fitful 
struggle for recovery. This is the first in a two-part series. 
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Berat, Albania 

F
ive-month-old Lillian si­
lently tells the story of Al­
bania's devastated econo­

my. 
Alarmingly underweight, 

with scabs crowning her scalp, 
she lives in a makeshift orphan­
age in a Berat hospital for chil­
dren whose families cannot af­
ford to care for them. 

Lillian's mother dropped 
her off last month, saying she 
had no money to feed the 6½­
pound infant or buy the medi­
cine to clear up her scalp condi­
tion. Ten other children, most 
in similar circemstances, lie in 
cribs against a wall decorated 
with a cheerful painting of No­
ah's ark. 

It is the only bright spot in 

the room. There are no toys. 
Clothing and food are in short 
supply. 

'"I try to understand how 
mothers could leave their chil­
dren here," said Bojaxhi Kaljo­
pi, a nurse who says the chil­
dren's plight is the worst she 
has seeu in her 18 years in the 
profession .  "But I understand 
the situation here. I know they 
have to do it." 

Berat, a small town in cen­
tral Albania, is a microcosm of 
the challenges facing this coun­
try as it tries to regain its bal­
ance after a year of living dan­
gerously. 

The collapse of a series of bo­
gus investment schemes last 
year left thousands of Alba­
nians cheated out of their life 
savings and set off a wave of an-
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ALBANIANS' VIEW OF KOSOVO 

Cut off from the world for 
years and beset by their own 
problems, Albanians have paid 
scant attention to the 
Albanian comml..!nity across 
the troubled border in Kosovo 
� until now. 
Although daily protests 
againsl the Serbian 
crackdown in Kosovo have 
been held in many Albanian 
towns, unification of Kosovo 
with Albania is not a top 
priority for the Albanian 
government or the public. 
Albanians are preoccupied 
with extreme poverty, high 
unemployment and rampant 
crime. 
"The main question Albanians 
are askina themselves is 
'Wl1ere am I going to find a 
good job and money?" said 
Remzi Lani, director of the Albanian Media Institute. "No one wants 
to get mixed up in Kosovo. Life is too hard in Albania to worry about 
problems outside the border." - Associated Press 

CJ-,Jonich: Graphic 






