
Despair Runs Deep Along River 
After cyanide spill, 
many face blcJ.k future 
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L 
ive fish have been a rare sight in­
deed in the Tisza River afte1 
what has been called 10:urnpc's 

gre;-1tcst environmental cat;i�trophc 
since ( :hcrnohyi. B11t JoszcfTorok 
hc1s several netted and tclhl'red lo a 
tree nn the w,ltcrway's n111rldy b;111k. 

The flailing carp and perch sy111-
bolize Torok's hope that he'll be 
able lo rn11ti11uc making his living 
as a fisherman, as hl' h,1s don<: for 32 
years. 'l'hl' 50-yc;ir.olcl reasons I hat if 
those fish survived !he lethal dos1·s 
oi cyanide !hat p1dscd !1110:1.�1 1 ll 1 e 
river last week, !he i!:OVt·rn1ncnt m,iy 

lift the ban on fishing and work to­
ward revitalizing the Tisza. 

"When I heard the news about 
the cyanide spill, it was like some­
one put a knife in my heart,'' said 
Torok, who called the Tisza a "fish 
cemetery.'' 

Rut, he added, "We want to bring 
those (netted) fish to Budipest for 
testing. We want lo prove the fish 
will be OK" 

Torok is one of 1.6 million people 
.- l (> pcrccnl of Hungary's popula-
l ion - whose work is I icd to the Ti­
sz;i. a haven for both fishermen and 
tourists. Their livelihood has been 
in jeopardy since January 30. when a 
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A rescue worker removed dead fish 
from the polluted Tisza River about 

90 miles east of Budapest, Hungary. 
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