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In Kosovo 
Pushed to Edge 

Kosovar 
activist Ramiz 
Zegiriwas 
beaten up for 
the fourth 

l'H010S6'1 MEUSA GOH/SIECIAt TO THE CHROHIQE 

Signs protesting the Serbian government's university takeover lined the walls at the Albanian student headquarters in Pristina 

Brutality reportedly on the increase in Serbian province 
By 77aensa Agor,ino 
Chl'onkle Fordgn SelTJke 

Pristine, Yugoslavia 

Bujar Dugolli's right eye is 
still swollen from the brutal 
beating he endured back OD Oc­
tober 1, when 500 students were 
attacked by Serbian police after 
a peacefUl demonstration 
against a government takeover 
at the University of Pristina. 

Because Dugolli is the stu­
dent president of an under­
ground parallel Albanian-lan­
guage university, he got an es­
pecially severe battering. It last­
ed four hours and left bim 
bedridden for 12 days. 

Police brutality is routine in 
the apartheid-like Serbian prov­
ince of Kosovo, where ethnic 
AlbaniaDs, who constitute 90 
percent of the popuJation, are 
firmly under the thumb of Ser­
bian security forces. 

The magnitude of the uni­
versity violence was unusual, 
even for Kosovo. But what is 
even more unusual is that the 
protest proceeded against the 

. wishes of Kosovo's shadow pres­
ident, Ibrahim Rugova, who be­
lieves that nonviolent, passive 
resistance is the only way to 
achieve independence from 
Serbia. 

Kosovo's ethnic Albanians, 
known as Kosovars, voted for 
sovereignty in an unofficial 
1990 referendum, a year after 
Serbia revoked the province's 
autonomous status, and they 
view Serbia as an occupying 
force. 

Rugova is respected at home 
and abroad for keeping the Ko­
sovars from launching their 
own war of independence. But 
after seven years of living in 
poverty and fear without any 
improvement in their situation, 
there are signs that his leader­
ship is flagging. 

The students defied Rugova 
on October 1 because his at­
tempt to take back the universi­
ty failed. "Rugova just hasn't 
done much." said Dugolli. "If he 
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NO WORK, NO MONEY 

The economic situation in 
Kosovo is grim. 

Since the Serbian government 
fired most Albanians and closed 
many enterprises in 1989, the 
jobless rate has hovered around 
a staggering 97 percent 
Approximately one quarter of 22 
million Kosovars survive on 
charity. Other families live on the 
what their children earn hawking 
cigarettes up to 15 hours a day. 
Armies of such children clog 
Kosovo's filthy streets. They 
cany the burden because they 
are less likely than their parents 
to be abused by the police. 
•Now, the police just slap me
once or twice on the face," said
15-year old Fitirn Statovcl "Soon
I'll be too old, and my brother will 
have to do this job." 
The situation in Kosovo would be 
even more desperate without the 
dozens of European and 
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American charities and 
nongovernmental organizations 
operating there. 
The groups distribute food, 
clothing, wood for heating, 
medicines and agricultural 
products such as seeds and 
fertilizers to the overwhelmingly 
needy population. The groups 
are also one of the only sources 
of steady, relatively high-paying 
jobs for Albanians. 
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