Yugos]évxa,

the

clrop'pmg bombs
ed by its extended family.’
“It’s.an: unimaginable. paradox,”

English ' teacher.
think that we are cursed "

All over the 'orld peop]e are
debating the merits of the NATO
campaign: But the discourse truly
resonates in Eastern Europe, a re-

|

‘a. result “of .
flrst‘ )

says ‘11diko. Penzes; ag:31-year-old
Somet;mes I

gion of NATO neophytes and £

efuals “where the alhance was "
v?&ed as an almost mystical force
fie eld agamst Russia and a Western

Bnhkh Army engmeer Garry Windie held an ethnic Albamah refugee child in
NATD refugee camp near Skopje, Macedonia.

PholosbyAssaaaled Pres:

Awocmled Press

stamp of .approval for embracmg
democracy.
Western d:plomats worried that

,Eastern Eu:opeans chdn t‘fully un-'v i

ary. :
““The dehcacy of the s:tuat n

derstand that the' prqmse o{ Sec

ﬂlustrated yesterday, ‘when.

“Huingaty furned back ammor- p'ated

vehicles atiits north
were patt: of ‘a Russidn convoy of
huimanitarian aid destined for Bel- .
grade: Ruissian' authontles charged :

: . Hungary with caving in to pressure .

from NATO headquatters in refus-
ing entiy. to the vehicles, which
they’ charactenzed as.-an escort

- guard that had crossed the border :
“on_humanitarian mlssmns ‘many . -
: nmes in: the past o

.For many Hunganans enthusx-,
_astxc support. for NATO . has been
tempered by the reahty of the cur-

“xent conflict.

. Penzes, the . teacher voted to
]om NATO in‘a nauonal referen—

* dum two years ago. But now she'i is

having second: thoughts.- She " is :

~ horrified by- the plight of the eth-

nic Albanians:yet disagrees w;th
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New NATO Members Have Mlxed Feelmgs
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the bomblngr campargn, and not
simply -becausé, of the ‘Hungarian-
Thinority in Yugos]avra The 31- -year-
old wonders whether NATO'’s mis-
sion'i§ well-planned -and. if alliance
oﬂicrals real]y understand the Bal»
kans. R

£ 1ust wanted the secunty ? Pen-
zes -says of her vote. “Inever thought .

we: would' be’ on;the ‘sidé of ‘the -

attackers: Bemg in.NATO is much
‘deeper than‘we thought Ly

‘But it isi't just citizens of NATO s
newest members — Hungary the'

Czech Repubhc and Poland = thaf
- have gotten a crash course i’ NATO
© teality. Those'in countries’ excluded

from'the NATO expansion 1o loh- -
gerview NATO with unreserved-ad- .

miration, erther Polls taken before

the NATO expansion showed' that -
"._:there were better ‘ways to solve the:

upto 95 percent of Romanians sup-

‘ported joining 1 the:alliance: A more -
.-.certamly ‘want to" thmk about it

recent poll showed that only 11-per-
cent:'of ‘Romanians b . thei

country’ ‘should support NATO's in- -

tervention in Yugoslavra

Romiania is'in a unique;:po N
because like Bulgaria, it borders Yu—
goslavm and has offered its airspace

to-NATO. But Romania was a‘seri-

ous contender for NATO member-

ship; while Bulgaria was not: Roma- -
‘nia now finds itself siding with’ an'_

alliance that didn’t want it agamst a
longtime. ally.

- “We are ignoring  our- loyal.
friends for a big power: that rejects

us. There are concerns that itisn’tin
our:national mterest
Tanase; editor of the month]y maga-
zine'World Politics. “One friend is

attacking another friend. It makés it -

complicated to be pro-NATO v

The ethnic nature of conflict in’
Yugoslavia also disturbs-many Ro-
manians, because "there.are ‘about '
1.2 million-ethnic Hunganans 11vmg

in Romama

“Does this ‘mean if Hungarians.

{in Romania) want independence,
they would - bomb. Romania?” de-
mands laon, a SO-year-old booksell-
erwho' wou]d not give his last name.
“1 don’t want NATQ anymore.”

- says .Stelian .

NATO intervention in Romama L
- is highly unlikely. Romania is a de-’

mocracy, the Hungarian mmonty is
not-abused, and Romania is on ex-
cellent terms with Western govern-
ments. Nonetheless, some fear that
Romania’s far-right parties could. -

play-on such fears and create-an - ‘The

anti-NATO ' sentiment  before . the
next round of NATQ expansion.

The timetable for NATO expan-
sion is unclear, so the government
has time to dispel any developing
apprehension about the alliance.

But 'it--may - be: hatder- to. éxplain .
NATO’s changmg tole to.a popula- -

tionwitha one-drmensroual view of :

‘the'alliance: .

“We thought' about N TO asvic-
tory‘and safety,” says Mihai Cojanu,
a-22-year-old chemrstry “student.
“We felt. betrayed: by th ‘Tejection.
and now this (thrs bombrng) 1think °

conflict: Tm not, anti-NATO; but 1

Hungary has already made_ ts

choice. Most: Hungarians are grate-.
: ‘ful forthe security that-comes from

its NATO status. Still, many criticize

“the.” govemment for: ot - doing
‘endugh” to help Hunganans in Yu-
‘.gosla\na -

. After World War'l, whrch started
in Sara)evo Hungary was stripped of
about one:third of its territory for its
a]legrance to the Central Powers.
That resulted in large - Hungarian

But her desparr doesn 't compare :
to: that of Csaba’ Ollai; .an: ethnic:
Hunganan from: Vo1v'
happiness e felt when his micther- .
Iandjéined NATO: evaporated when -
the alliance starting- bombardmg .
“sites near his hometown: -
. ‘Hiungarian govemment is
.acting like zombies,” says the: 28- -

* ryear-0ld mechanic. Hungary isin-

:NATQ; but they ‘don’t really have
the nght o-say anythmg They are
oo new.”
“Rudoif: Joo, ;deputy secretary of
“state’ at Hungary’s foreign ministry, -
understandc ‘their. frustration.: He.
says the' alhes appreciate’ Hungary s.
umque posrtron and wﬂlnot require
“it.to send any ground troops'if the
mission moves to that level. Hunga-
ryhas allowed alliance’ planies to use
its airspace and military bases. :
‘Hungary is doing ‘as much ;
srble for'its brethren in Yugoslavia;
“Joosays.:Diplomatic overtures have -
been made to Yugoslavia to end the
drafting of young Hunganan men:
‘He adds that it would be inappropri-
ate. for. Hungary to ask NATO: to
spare Vowodma from assaults. -~ -
*~“This is a specific situation, a hard
situation,” Joo says. “But we don’t
feel any double loyalty. We stand
with our allies.”

popu]atrons m Yugoslavra and Ro- :

;- the’ Yugoslavian * province -
that is ‘home tc ‘most of the_coun-

try’s Hungarians. There are a]so re- .
. ports that many young ethnic Hun-
garian ‘men are ‘being drafted mto

the Yugoslav army.

The Hungarian authorities “are”
not doing ‘enough. I don't know
what- they should do, but they are

.vnot domg enough," says. Csilla

Domo, a: 40-year~old cral worker
in Budapest : :

bombs are, falhng in Vo;-‘




