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Scarred for Life by Our Immigration System
By J. CoCo Chang

This week, | was incredibly pleased to see the release
of the first public study of the U.S Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency's home raid
operations, finding that immigration agents have
engaged in widespread constitutional violations during
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such operations. The study was conducted by
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Immigration
Justice Law Clinic in response to the vital need of
indigent immigrants today, who are not able to secure
quality legal representation while facing deportation.
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ads by Google On July 22, 2009, The New York Times, ran an article
about the study - reporting that ICE representatives
defended the raids by saying they were focusing on dangerous criminals.

As | read defense statements made by the government justifying why they conduct these raids in such
an undignified and borderline brutal manner, | feel compelled to share my family's own immigration
violation experience that has pretty much left us scarred for life, not to mention fearful of our own
government.

In November 2007, my father was detained by immigration officers in his home, of which he lived for
over 16 years. At 5:30 in the morning, three huge ICE officers came to pick up my 65-year old, 5'4",
145-pound father. No warrant was ever shown to him, but they did inform him that he was being
detained by order of ICE under Homeland Security. That morning, they literally took him away in his
pajamas and only left him time to get identification and nothing else.

For the next three months, they locked him in three deportation centers across the country -
Pennsylvania, Texas and New Mexico - which are basically jail facilities for immigrants. Many of these
facilities are shared facilities with convicted criminals, which made my father's treatment in these
facilities no different than those convicted of their crimes.

| found it outrageous how difficult they made it for my family to communicate with my father. My family
was never informed in advance of my father's moves to the three deportation centers and it drove my
family to tears every time it happened as the way we would find out he was moved was when we would
try to visit him, and would be told that he was not there anymore. Officers would not answer any other
questions or give any additional information about where he was moved to or how we could find out
where he was.

7/27/2009



Scarred for Life by Our Immigration System Page 2 of 3

Link to Us
Advertise
Sitemap
TECHNOLOGY
RFID

Supply Chain

Text to Speech
Voice Over IP

Wi-Fi

Games

iPod

Biotech
NEWSPAPERS
Folsom

Orange County
Boca Raton

St Augustine
Vero Beach

Thank goodness for the lawyers we secured, Bretz and Coven, who were able to get him out on bail by
the third month. They were also vital in helping advise us on where ICE was probably going to send
him next, but | admit they were not cheap.

When my father was granted bail, | made sure to be there to pick him up from the deportation center in
Texas. What | didn't expect was to wait almost 15 hours. It was almost midnight when they finally
released him and actually seeing how they released him was the most heart-breaking moment | have
ever experienced. Officers literally dropped him off, out of a van and onto a curbside with nothing else
but the shirt he came in with, which was still his pajamas, and shoes with no shoe laces.

What was even more infuriating was that my father told me that as he was being processed for release,
immigration officers called him racial names and when he questioned why they were doing so, an
officer threatened to put him back inside the detention center.

For the next year and four months, my father had to go to several immigration hearings where his
entire life was to be put on trial for the immigration judge to decide whether he should be deported or
not. In June 2009, my father and family, won our victory by having the judge grant my father permission
to stay and dropping all deportation charges against him. What was even more surprising was that my
father's trial did not even last 10 minutes in court, which says to me that my father's immigration case
was not even a serious one. Yet the rest of his life is now scarred by an immigration process that took
him more than a year to finish.

My father is actually one of the lucky ones. He had family support, good lawyers and he had lived in
this country long enough to know when injustice was being thrust upon him. While inside the detention
centers, my father said he saw entire families inside, who had no one visiting them and some couldn't
even speak English to ask questions. Additionally, a friend my father made, while inside the detention
center, even passed away before he was able to have his day in court, and simply from not getting
proper medical care. He left behind a wife and a new-born child.

As an American citizen, | am outraged by this treatment of immigrants and those, like my father, who
really can't be categorized as an immigrant after residing in the U.S. for almost 40 years. | understand
the need to protect America's borders, but since when is humanity optional to those who are not
citizens.

I hope this new study is able to shed some light into a particular aspect of the immigration issue that
often gets lost during debates. But even more important, | hope that immigrants, old and new, start to
realize the critical need for them to get their own injustice stories out, as a vital next step in helping to
reform the immigration laws in a direction that is right and proper for all immigrants.

Comment on this story, by email comment@newsblaze.com

Click here to get NewsBlaze News in your email

Copyright © 2009, NewsBlaze, Daily News

Tags: Recent Study on Immigration Raids
2 votes

* The views of Opinion writers do not necessarily reflect the views of NewsBlaze

R #1073 oeookmerk of 927

Is your favorite bookmark site missing? Ask for it.

http://newsblaze.com/story/20090727131609zzzz.nb/topstory.html 7/27/2009



