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Hey mommas! It's been a while since I've posted. Life has been hectic; a family
member passed away recently, and | can't say much more than that because
the circumstances have been deemed suspicious by authorities. But you know

I'd never let you down, so here | am with a brand new post!

It's carnival and fair season, and you know what that means - a lot of you are
going to be welcoming unexpected or unwanted aquatic guests into your home.
Chances are, you'll find yourself caught off-guard when your mother-in-law
volunteers to take your kids out for a trip to the carnival and tells them yes
sweetie, you can get the goldfish, Mommy will say yes, even though you've had
this conversation before and you made clear the answer was no, but she makes a
point to overstep your boundaries anyways. It happens to the best of us!
Although that’s never happened to me. Here’s how to spin a frustrating
situation into a teachable moment for your kids - and why a fish might

actually be a blessing in disguise.
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All pets are a gateway to teach your child about responsibility. When it comes to
fish, in my experience, the child’s responsibility will consist of feeding at regular
intervals. A word of warning: if your little one isn't familiar with fishy friends, it's
best to establish sooner rather than later that fish don’t need to be walked!

Harvard studies show that walking your fish can actually decrease its lifespan

considerably, so discourage this behavior from the get-go if you don’'t want to be

a regular at the pet store.

Adobe Stock | #136002

If you've got clumsy kids like mine, fish are great for developing fine motor skills
and spatial awareness. One gallon of water can weigh up to 8.34 pounds, and
that's not even taking into consideration the bowl!! Cleaning up a gallon of water
and one fishbowl worth of shattered glass is a surefire way to discourage future

household horseplay, and simultaneously exercises precise finger control.

Feeding fish is a numeracy lesson just waiting to be taught! Fish will die if not
fed, but - and here's where it gets tricky - they will also die if overfed. Use this
built-in mechanism of reinforcement to get your little one to practice their
counting! The life-and-death stakes add an additional layer of motivation and

enrichment.
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I'm a big believer of integrated learning, so we incorporate daily fish-
feeding into Jaxxon’s homeschooling regimen. Within three weeks he
was able to count to five. Expanding on this method, we’ve been able to
teach him to count up to 53 (and he’s more than halfway to getting 54).

Not bad for an eleven-year-old!

A fish tank provides an opportunity for your children to learn about the
environment. A one-gallon fishbowl! opens a child’s eyes to the beautiful and
unique habitats of animals around the world, like the cormmon goldfish’s
stunning natural environment of hot pink gravel, sharp plastic plants, and

chlorinated tap water.

My favorite thing about our fish is that they mind their own business. They don't
bark or meow, they don't root through your kitchen, and they don't leave their
business all over the place. (To save time, we've been potty-training Jaxxon and
Nayvee together, and take it from me: if there's an opportunity to cut down on

how much bodily waste you have to deal with, grab it and hold on tight!!)

For the interior designer in you: It's no secret that fish are an eye-catching way
to accessorize your space. Thanks to decades of industrial-scale fish inbreeding,
you're able to mix and match from a wide array of colours and shapes (provided

you get a choice which one your meddling mother-in-law brings home).
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In the past, I've faced pushback for my choice to mix and match
saltwater and freshwater fish, but I stand by my morals. I'm all about

biodiversity and equality.

Aside from being ornamental, fish can save you thousands on therapy! Many

sources preach the therapeutic benefits of fish tanks. They have been clinically

proven to have a calming effect, thereby reducing anxiety. | can personally attest

to this - my children watched our fish swim in his tanks for hours to soothe
themselves in another room, while me and my husband dealt with an extremely
stressful situation. Thanks to the fish, we were able to handle CPS without any
interference from the kids, and the officers left in record time. After this

harrowing incident, | found myself watching the fish to calm down. They really

grow on youl!

Did you know that goldfish can grow over 12 inches long, and live over 10 years

long? (Neither did I!) Fish are a natural pick for when you decide your children
need to face mortality. When your fish inevitably dies of neglect because they
want a pet they can touch, or when little Goldie leaps out of his bowl! and
plunges into the hardwood below, you'll be able to come together to mourn the

tragically short life of your treasured pet. Goldfish are a great way to practice

experiencing loss as a family, so when your mother-in-law succumbs to a sudden

onset of illness, your kids understand that she, too, has been flushed to a better

place.
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