The ralrcad has been a big part
of 5teve Hunter’s life for as long as he
Can réemeémber

In facr, as one famous photograph
proves, it was a big part of his Ife even
before he could remember

Hunter, 2 machrst in Russell, Ky,
Locomative Shop, has worked 34 years
with the railroad. and heard plency of
rallroad stores long before his career
began. Both his grandfathers were
erginears durimg the steam locomotive
days, working from Heton, WWa, to
Clifton Forge, Va. Ha father, a radroad
machinist, retired frem the Russell
Roundhouse, and several of his unches
were trainmen

I grew up with the ralroad, and I've
always loved it and its lifescyle,” he said
“This type of work suits me much better
than working in an office.”

Originally from Hinton, WW¥a.,
Hunter was pictured in a widely pub-
lished photogragh of the aftermath of 2
June 1953 steam locomative explosion
in Hinton.

The photo appeared in newspapery
throughout the country, as well a3 Lock
Maganne, the Saturday Eversng Post and
ather national publications. It also was
featured in the book "CAO Power.” a
kestarical account of the old Chesapeske
& Ohio Rulway It shows a shredded
steam lcomotive and rovaped track after
an explosion that kolled four traimnmen.

It was a day Hunter remembers
vividly, even though he was only 3 at
the trme. He and hes grandfather had
just returned home from a morning of
enjoying the summer weather when the
earth shook. His grandfather instantly

recognized the sound, and the two sped
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to the other pde of town to rvestigate

Hunter does not recall standing
beside the tracks surveying the damage
with: his grandfacher, as the photo shows

‘But | do remember the sound of
the sxplosion,” ke said. “That sound,
and feeling the growund shake bereath my
feet, is someching 1l carry with me for
the rest of my life.”

Throughout his career, Hunter has
warked injury free. For him, safety has
always been a pnority

“Safery is crucial especially around
any machanical and dectracal cquipment,”
he said “If we don’t keep a close eye on
equipment. bad thegs can happen ™

Huntery advice to newer employees
Pay sttertion and dan’t hurry

"Don't get into a big hurry or make
rash decisions to make a deasion that
makes thingy worse,” he said. " Fed solu-
vony, and don't add to the problems ™

When he is not at work, Hunter en-
pays hunting, fishing and collecting model
trains and other railroad memorabiia.

He also indulges in has lifelong

leve of music. Both he and Carla, has
wife of 38 years, have extensive musical
backgrounds, playing guitars and writ-
ing songs — some of which have been
published

Carla even woured with recording
arust Gary Stewart. During one of
those tows m the early 19803, she met
cauntry and western star Tamya Tucker in
Heamtan, and the Hunters have remaned
dase friends with the legendary singer
ever since

Before joining the railroad Hunter
arvd hiz wife worked constructing coolng
tawers for refineries and energy plants,
living out of hotels in 35 dfferent states
over a five-pear span. That constructon
experience sharpened Hunter's focus on
warong wfely

“Tve had an interesting bfe, and & mn't
over yer." he said. “k's always fun o see
what's coming next.”

“But G do remember the round of the t)_c)u"mbu. Thatround, and ftcf:lg
the anuxi thake beneath my feet, ir mucfﬁﬂg gl carry with me for

e rest ﬂj‘ my ff}"f."

— Steve Flunter, machinisé



