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There’s no question at all that wood plays a vital role in the whisky production process. 

Otherwise, you’d just be drinking what is essentially vodka. As competition between 

whisky brands around the world heats up, having a great wood management programme 

goes a long way in distinguishing your expressions from the rest of the pack.

And because of said competition, brands are willing to step out of their comfort zone and 

experiment with various cask types or higher quality barrels. Ex-bourbon barrels and 

sherry casks will never lose their place in the maturation warehouse, but the selection of 

finishes and full maturations in other cask types these days is a joy to behold.

Independently-owned single malt Scotch whisky brand The GlenAllachie is one such 

company who’s a stickler for excellent barrels. In 2021 alone, it spent close to S$2 million 

on new casks. Furthermore, only first and second-fill barrels are used at its Speyside-based 

distillery. Third time is decidedly not the charm for its whisky.

That’s not much of a surprise, considering who its owner is. Industry legend Billy Walker 

lent his Midas touch to the BenRiach, GlenDronach, and Glenglassaugh distilleries before 

purchasing The GlenAllachie from Pernod Ricard in 2017. In just five short years, the 

distillery has become a hit among critics and consumers alike.

In October 2020, the brand unveiled its limited edition Virgin Oak series, featuring single 

malt Scotch expressions finished in…you guessed it, virgin oak casks. There were the usual 

French and Spanish oak suspects, but the most intriguing one was finished in Chinquapin 

oak barrels. There was nary a moment’s hesitation when hitting the ‘Add to Cart’ button.

Which leads to this edition of Whisky of the Month, featuring The GlenAllachie 12 Years 

Old Chinquapin Oak Finish. Here’s all you need to need to know about the bottling, but 

first, a little seasonal snooping into The GlenAllachie itself.

Changing ownerships, stagnant 

fortunes

Believe it or not, The GlenAllachie hasn’t always been this glam. The distillery was first 

constructed in 1967 by Mackinlay-McPherson Ltd, following the designs of distillery 

architect William-Delme Evans. According to The GlenAllachie, it was designed to require 

less energy when operating, being fully gravity-fed. That’s surprisingly forward-thinking.

In 1968, the distillery added two more pot stills to its stillhouse, with a total of four 

pumping out new make spirit daily. Unfortunately, you won’t find many original or even 

independent bottlings of The GlenAllachie’s whisky from the 1970s or 1980s. That’s 

because the bulk of its single malt went into blends at the time due to consumer demand.

In even worse news, the Invergordon Distillers Group mothballed The GlenAllachie 

distillery in 1987 after acquiring it just two years earlier. Thankfully, it didn’t have to wait 

long to restart production, with Campbell Distillers (now under Pernod Ricard) 

purchasing the distillery from the Invergordon Distillers Group in 1989.

Campbell Distillers put The GlenAllachie distillery back to work right away, with its 

single malt contributing to yet another range of blended Scotch whiskies. Older Chivas 

Regal and Clan Campbell bottlings would contain portions of The GlenAllachie. Its time 

to shine would only come much later, in 2017.

As mentioned above, that’s when Billy Walker (and gang) purchased The GlenAllachie 

distillery and brand from Pernod Ricard. Today, it is a rising star in the single malt world, 

with every single expression in its portfolio containing an age statement. Furthermore, it 

neither chill filters nor adds caramel colouring to its whisky.

For sure, these aren’t concrete indicators that a bottle of whisky is going to knock it out of 

the park, but it showcases a commitment to craft. And you can’t forget about its 

meticulous wood management programme, which will be detailed more below.

How it’s made

It should be obvious by now that The GlenAllachie is no run-of-the-mill single malt 

whisky that you’d find lining the shelves in a supermarket. In fact, the brand is so 

particular about its entire production process that it deliberately reduces the amount of 

alcohol it puts out annually by almost seven times.

The reduction to 600,000 litres of alcohol produced annually grants the distillery more 

time to ferment the wort. A 160-hour fermentation period decided on by The 

GlenAllachie creates a wash that contains a variety of fruit notes, among other 

characterstics…which is exactly what is going for.

And with regards to casks, there are more than a few types hanging around The 

GlenAllachie’s maturation warehouses. The Virgin Oak series adds virgin French, Spanish, 

and Chinquapin oak casks, so there’s that. Then there are the usual ex-bourbon barrels and 

sherry casks (Oloroso and Pedro Ximenez puncheons and hogsheads to be precise).

Rioja, Madeira, and Moscatel wine barriques, Tawny and Ruby port pipes, Marsala, 

Grattamaco and Sauternes wine casks, and ex-rye whiskey casks round out the selection, at 

least officially.

Finally, every single bottling will bear an age statement, for now at least. That being said, 

none of the fermentation or distillation doodads affect The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old 

Chinquapin Oak Finish. Bear in mind that this bottlings contains only whisky that was 

distilled way before Billy Walker’s consortium took over.

You’ll need to wait several more years before seeing the fruits of The GlenAllachie’s current 

labour. However, that doesn’t mean The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old Chinquapin Oak 

Finish contains bad whisky. Far from it, in fact. It was matured in first-fill American oak 

ex-bourbon barrels for at least twelve years first.

Finally, it was finished in virgin Chinquapin oak casks for approximately eighteen months 

before being bottled at an ABV of 48%. As mentioned above, there’s no chill-filtration or 

caramel colouring to be seen anywhere here. Just 6600 bottles were produced and shipped 

to retailers around the world.

More on Chinquapin

At this point, you’d be wondering what Chinquapin oak is. That’s a fair question, given 

how infrequently this type of oak is used by whisky distilleries around the world. Till date, 

only the Brown-Forman, Glenmorangie, Heaven Hill, Jura, Teeling, Raasay, and Michter’s 

distilleries use this wood type, apart from The GlenAllachie.

Chinquapin oak is a sub-species of the white oak (Quercus Alba) tree, being native to 

eastern and central USA and sometimes dubbed ‘yellow oak’. In the wild, it can grow up 

to 80 feet (24.4 meters) tall and its hardy wood is usually used for fences or fuel.

Sadly, it will remain a niche cask type for just a little longer, as relatively little harvestable 

trees are currently available for cooperages. Additionally, it’s been said that coopers don’t 

particularly enjoy working with this wood type, given the way it grows.

For The GlenAllachie, its supply of Chinquapin oak was procured from the state of 

Missouri, specifically the northern Ozark region.

The oak was first cut and air-dried for approximately four years before being formed into 

casks and subject to a medium toast. The end result? A rich profile along with spicy 

flavours and aromas being imparted into the whisky contained within.

Ways to savour

The virgin Chinquapin oak cask’s finish is evident from the moment you nose this whisky. 

It was a smart move by The GlenAllachie to finish this expression for just eighteen months 

in Chinquapin oak casks, given how much flavour they’ll impart in that time. Just half a 

year more would result in an unwieldy bottling.

Personally, heather honey is very prominent on the nose, with orange peel revealing itself 

soon after. There’s clove in there too. On the palate, it’s malty and zesty right off the bat, 

with a light sweetness. Let this sit in a glass for a few minutes to open up, lest you get hit 

with a mouthful of spice.

The finish is pleasantly warm, with orange zest and a hint of sweetness returning. It’s 

similar to what you’d feel on your palate after eating candied orange peel.

Tasting The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old Chinquapin Oak Finish was interesting, with no 

basis of comparison to work off. If you don’t have the luxury of time to savour this 

bottling, several drops of water will do nicely to open it up.

The GlenAllachie does not offer any official food pairings, and that’s fine because it’s such 

a treat on its own anyway. If you must have it with food, you can’t go wrong with some 

dark chocolate, especially after dinner. Give lotus leaf-wrapped glutinous rice stuffed with 

waxed sausage, mushrooms, and pieces of chicken thigh a shot too.

If you have a home bar set up, substitute the usual bourbon or rye whiskey in a Manhattan 

with this for a novel experience.

Official tasting notes

Nose: Waves of heather honey, butterscotch and orange zest fused with nutmeg and 

liquorice

Palate: Layers of heather honey, barley sugar, toasted biscuit and orange zest, followed by 

cinnamon, rosehips and liquorice

Finish: Warm with orange zest, cinnamon and notes of fennel and anise

In closing

The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old Chinquapin Oak Finish was arguably the most unique 

bottling out of the three expressions in the limited edition Virgin Oak line. Less than ten 

distilleries actively use this cask type right now and it’ll be interesting to see what The 

GlenAllachie does with the casks for their second fill.

It was a pleasant surprise tasting this whisky, given how few bottlings out there utilise 

Chinquapin oak casks. The abundance of orange flavours was unexpected and a treat when 

combined with the notes of heather honey, although the virgin oak cask’s spice levels did 

take some getting used to.

Given how much attention The GlenAllachie’s expressions are receiving these days, one 

wonders how this bottling stayed under the radar for so long. In any case, it’s good news 

for whisky enthusiasts out there who want something other than the usual suspects. It’s 

also a testament to the brand’s excellent wood management programme.

The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old Chinquapin Oak Finish is a worthy addition to any liquor 

cabinet out there. This expression is made for a slow evening where you have nothing to 

attend to after work. And fingers crossed that more additions to the Virgin Oak line of 

whiskies are on the way. Who knows what other unique cask types we’ll discover?

The GlenAllachie 12 Years Old Chinquapin Oak Finish

Type of whisky: Single malt Scotch whisky

ABV: 48%

Price: $129

Produced by: The GlenAllachie distillery

Country of origin: Scotland (Speyside)

Colour added: No

Chill-filtration: No
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