
Presidential Proclamation 10773 

In October 2022, President Joe Biden issued Presidential Proclamation 10773, regarding 
the devastation caused by Hurricane Ian. This crisis really put federalism to the test in the United 
States, where both state and federal governments are responsible during emergencies. The 
proclamation declared a major disaster in several states, therefore enabling the federal 
government to step in with resources to assist local and state governments. This proclamation 
provides interesting context on how federalism, political dynamics, and on how constitutional 
principles are developed regarding crisis responses and how political parties worked in terms of 
communication and acts. 

Federal and State Leaders 

Hurricane Ian brought devastating damage to Florida and South Carolina, among several 
states along the southeastern coast. Under the system of federalism, state governors such as 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis took the lead to prepare for the storm and organize local 
emergency efforts. Governors are closest to the affected communities; therefore, they are 
supposed to coordinate evacuations, deploy the National Guard, and manage shelters while the 
federal government provides broader support. Under Proclamation 10773, President Biden 
ordered the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide financial and planning 
assistance to include funding for rebuilding efforts and emergency supplies. Congress also 
chimed in by approving more disaster relief funds. 

Federalism allowed each level of government to play a specific role, but the balance was 
not always smooth. Issues arose over the timing and extent of federal assistance. For instance, 
some critics said that the initial response of the government was slow in some areas, while others 
commended the cooperation between the federal and state agencies 

Political Party Dynamics in Crisis Response 

The response to Hurricane Ian also highlighted the role of political parties in crisis 
communication and decision-making. President Biden, a Democrat, and Governor DeSantis, a 
Republican, initially had tense relations due to their differing political parties. However, during 
the hurricane response, both leaders put aside their differences to focus on helping citizens. 
President Biden personally visited Florida to assess the damage and promised full federal 
support. This cooperation demonstrated that political rivals could unite during emergencies, 
although media outlets often emphasized their disagreements instead. 

Party dynamics also helped drive the framing of the disaster. Democratic leaders 
discussed ways to lessen the effects of future hurricanes by addressing climate change, while 
many Republicans called for a focus on recovery efforts in the near term. Such competing 
priorities reflect deep ideological differences between the parties but in no way impeded actual 
action.  



Constitutional Powers and Principles 

Proclamation 10773 was based on several constitutional principles that allowed the 
federal government to intervene. The Supremacy Clause of the Constitution provides that when 
federal law must override state law, the federal government can assume direct control over 
disaster relief. The General Welfare Clause authorizes Congress to appropriate money to assist in 
national recovery. These principles ensured that federal resources could supplement state efforts 
without undermining state authority. 

The Tenth Amendment, which allows states the power not given to the federal 
government, was also influential in the response to the crisis. The federal government had taken 
a lead role but ensured that state-controlled operations at the local level. To keep that balance, 
state officials were able to make decisions reflecting specific community needs and were 
guaranteed the resources they would require from Washington. Proclamation 10773 made the 
clear coordination to preserve federalism in the time of crisis. 

Conclusion 

Presidential Proclamation 10773 has shown how federalism works in instances of 
national crises, like Hurricane Ian. The division of responsibilities between state and federal 
government enables the United States to respond to disasters more competently. Yet, these 
responses are also influenced by political parties and constitutional principles. Though different 
ideologies create tension, it does not forbid leaders from working together when it really counts. 
This case indicates the necessity of cooperation, flexibility, and shared responsibility in 
American government. 

Ultimately, Proclamation 10773 reflected both the strengths and challenges of federalism. 
By leveraging local expertise and national resources, the United States was able to address both 
the immediate and long-term effects of the hurricane. Still, future responses will be tasked with 
the balancing act between federal and state roles through a potentially widening political divide. 
The nation will apply the lessons from Hurricane Ian toward future crises. 
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