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BRITT-MARIE ALM

Making
Craft
Cool
Again

Obsessed with the Tibetan Plateau
since she was a teenager, Britt-Marie
Alm says the “slingshot weaving
technique” she learned from nomad
women during many years spent living
and studying in the remote region is
atangible symbol of their culture. It's
also one she feels passionate about
preserving. “I've taken this wonderful,
very utilitarian object that farmers
and nomads use to herd and protect
their animals and supersized it into
this visually fascinating structure that
works as a stand-alone art piece or
when incorporated into furniture,’
she says. With an aesthetic informed
by her part-Scandinavian heritage,
Alm’s “earthy Northern Californian
home” also serves as inspiration for her
eye-catchingly executed designs.”
Originally from Chicago, she settled
in San Francisco's Sunset neighbor-
hood with her husband and toddler
daughter, although the dream was to
move to Marin. "It's just so beautiful
up there. | love the curvature of the
hills and the way the mountains

meet the ocean,” she says, adding

that the valleys and peaks of Tibet
make their way into her designs a lot,
too. Alm’s favorite piece to date? A
custom 8-foot-wide commission called
“Bringing The Mountains to the Sea”
that she created for a private client

in Colorado. The founder of Love

Fest Fibers, a soft goods company
that sources yak, alpaca and organic
cotton-based yarns from artisan
communities and women-owned
businesses in Tibet, Nepal and here on
the West Coast, Alm sees her art as
an opportunity to create connections
and share stories while learning from
others. “I'm fascinated by the process
and stories behind my materials,

Alm uses a slingshot
aving technique.
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the incredible women making these
hand-felted yarns or living a nomad
life on the plateau, and hope these
are the kind of conversations looking
at my work might start, too.” Around
San Francisco, her tapestries grace
the walls at Nordic cafe Kantine in
the Upper Market/Castro neighbor-
hood and The Mill, an Alamo Square
bakery. Fiber art fans can admire
more custom pieces by Alm, shop

the Love Fest Fibers yarn collection
(www.lovefestfibers.com) or take a
weaving class at her first brick-and-
mortar storefront and studio, which
opens this month in the Outer Sunset at
3300 Judah Street. —Keri Bridgwater

Portrait by Justin Buell; Peter Hess (above and left)
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