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Tha pristine, protected woters off Big
Sur provide miseral-rick salt far the Dara

tﬂ"llﬁ‘ Sea Soak: Dore Kensedy (mset)

$an Francisco store Ayla has a culi-lavorite following -
much lke her newer but now equally coveted namesake
skin care line made with-sustalnably sourced seaweed

N, * from Callfernia’s Central Coast.
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Biaro Kennedy's best-seling Sea Serum
(lefe); the most recent baunch, Sen Retinol
(right}; lan, Dara and Care’s son, Tokin,
ok kapaki te hesd: haroeat kil off
Colifernia's Central Coost (sppasite)

Giant kelp has incredible antioxidant and hydrating
properties, but we blend it with other coastal plants,
including red seaweed from the Irish coast.”

,' here ore two things I'm religicus obout regarding my skin core routine.
naver skip applying Sea Serum during the day or Sea Retinol ot night,”
says Dara Kennedy, the founder of Ayla feww.aylabeauty.com], o petite-
but-powerful eco-conscious emporium in San Froncises's Jopantawn area.
A beauty industry veteran, Kennedy launched products at Eliz-
abeth Arden and worked for Bliss founder Morcia Kilgore but sawa
niche in the market for o noturol beouty-specific space to share her passion for
result-oriented, clean skin care. She started Ayla online in 2011, ond her boutique
an Bush Street, stocked with o corefully vetted range of “good for you” products by
indie brands, followed two years later — along with a new devoted fon base.

With Aylo now o 2024 Beauty Shartlist Awords winner for Green Beauty Retailer
of the Year, Kennedy's Sea Serum (the maost recent additien ta her line) wos also
nominated asa product finalist. Its star ingredient? Giant kelp hond-horvested
off the Central California coast by local forager lon O'Hellaren. Sourced in small
botches o hondful of times a year {(giant kelp grows back in doys, but if the beds
don't loak healthy, nothing is taken), sach piece is meticulously triple-checked.

"Giont kelp has incredible ontioxidont ond hydroting properties, but we blend it
with other coastal plants, including red seaweed from the Irish coast, to create this
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We work with incredible people to harvest key ingre-
dients for our products but in petting to know them,
we also get to know the places they're from.”

Carlo and Dara head
to thi Big Sur eliffs,
eworch of salt,

multitalented vibrance booster that firms and protects
the skin agoinst photoaging,” she says.

Lising the term “bisintegral” to describe har skin core
philesophy, Kennedy sees relationships ond circularity as
pillars. "We weork with incredible people to harvest key
ngredients for our preducts, but in getting te know them,
we olse get te know the ploces they're from and de eur
port to give bock” Five percent of every Seo Serum sale
goes to advocacy network Climate Chongemakers, while
a partion of proceeds from eoch Seo Sook goes back te
“citizen sclence” nonprefit Reef Chack. "Beauty Indepen-
dent, the industry organization that gove us anather of
our awards this year, called me the Alice Waters of skin
care when | first developed the Sea Soak, and it's one
of iy fovorite compliments ever,’ she says of her debut
product, o DIY bath kit thet launched in 201% and has
been leuded by everyone from Oprah to Vegue Fronce

*The Irish seoweed both hos been o charished ther-
apeutic traditien for generations, and S5aa Soak high-
ights this remarkable synergy of two noture-sourced
ngrediants ot their purest and most potent,” she says
“Kelp dried under the California sun and sea salt from
Big Sur, filtered nine times and greenhaeuse-evaporated
by our salt artisan, Carle®

Regording new additiens to her lineup, Kennedy
teased she would intreduce her nest produect in early
2025, "It's inspired by needs we've observed with our
customers at Aylo ond features cur giont kelp to soothe
and hydrate while a new propristary formula goes to
work” & beoutifully designed spoce, the stare (whose
name maans "bearer of light” ond whoese intarior pays
homage to Jean Cocteau's 1950s French Riviera hame)
serves 05 o notural beauty movement stronghold for
ongtime fons and newcemars alika, Its a ploce to
discover Kennedy's growing edit of pioneering, eco-
conscious brands she troveled the world to source
{including MyHavtorn from Sweden and Sudtana from
Thailand] paired with trusted, personalized guidonce

In addition to facials ond master closses, Kennady
sarys, the rotating expert residency program is o custamer
favorite — in Dacember it was holistic skin care guru
Annee da Mamisl, the go-to facialist for Sienno Miller
and Alexa Chung; this manth its TWELVE Beauty founder
Padre Cotala from Valencia, Spain. "4 coal thing
about skin care is what we need is always changing,
but switching products up doesn't have to be a chore,”
Kennedy says, | see it os o fun process and chance to

earn somathing new insteod " @
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