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By the end of this assembly, you'll be able to identify misinformation
and learn how to more safely consume news online.
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Purpose




Why are we here today?
Over half of the world has or will vote in elections in

£2 2024

[/ Upcoming U.S. presidential election

EEE- ASL’s civic responsibility to engage students
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Definitions




Definitions

e Misinformation: “incorrect or misleading information”

e Disinformation: “false information deliberately and often covertly spread”

“Misinformation.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/misinformation. Accessed 8 Oct. 2024.

“Disinformation.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/disinformation. Accessed 8 Oct. 2024.




Impacts




Impacts

e Alters public perception

e Creates fear or distrust

e Can change how people vote or even deter them from voting altogether

e Decreases trust in legitimate news sources

o Harder to discern truth & stay informed




o

Case Study




U.K. riots & disinformation

Europe Invasion &
*Europelnvasionn

Bl BREAKING

A man attacked a nursery in Southport and stabbed 6 children. Multiple
ambulances attended the scene. 1 child died. The attacker is alleged to

be a Muslim immigrant.




- -
‘ SOUTHPORT - If this is true, then all hell is
about to break loose.

Southport Stabbings suspect, Ali-Al-Shakati,
was on MI6 watch list and was known to
Liverpool mental health services. He was an
asylum seeker who came to UK by boat last
year.

CHANNEL3NOW

NEWS  WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS BUSINESS POLITICS  TECHNOLC

17-year-old Ali Al-Shakati arrested in
connection with the stabbings in
Southport, England

Ali-Al-Shakati was on MI6 watch list and was known to Liverpool mental health services. He was

an asylum seeker who came to UK by boat last year.

c Channel3 Now Staff

@Cobratate - Jul 30

Andrew Tate @ ¢
“He's from Cardiff he’s from Cardiff”

This is The Matrix trying to stop you from understanding the truth about the

illegal migrants they aliow in.

Putting them in free hotels in Cardiff after they invite the country, doesn’t

mean they're FROM Cardiff,

‘AndrewTath t @Cobratate - Jul 29
ILLEGAL MIGRANT STABS 6 LITTLE GIRLS.

WAKE UP.

/2% Readers added context

According to the Merseyside police statement the suspect was born in
Cardiff and is therefore not a migrant

Do you find this helpful? Rateit
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Fact-checking




Three questions

1. Who is behind the information?
2. What is the evidence?

3. What do other sources say?
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“Reading upstream”

e Follow link or citations back to the original source of information

Reading upstream:

Track down the of a claim by opening up
the links included in the article. Is evidence being taken out
of context? Who made the claim in the first place?

MISS ME WITH THAT MISINFORMATION
MediaWise




Reverse image & video searching

e Google reverse image search

e Tinkye
o Helps you identify if a photo has been manipulated

e inVID by Weverify extension
o Pulls keyframes from the video
o Shows you where a video came from/who created it/if it's been altered




Advanced search functions

e Boolean searching
o AND, OR, NOT

e Group words in *” for specific search terms
e Search for items before/after a certain date

o before:YYYY-MM-DD
o after:YYYY-MM-DD




Deepfakes

e Is the person blinking?

e Is the skin tone blotchy?

e Teeth with often look weird or undefined

e Fine details, like hair, are difficult for deepfakes to render well

e Sensity
o Tells you whether a video is a deepfake




Pink slime journalism outlets

e Outsourced journalism produced at low cost, usually by automation
e Funded by outside company that receives funding from partisan source
e Replaced local news sites that have gone out of business

e Take advantage of news deserts

C AD

Control of Congress
Hangs in Balance

Incumbents Lead

State bv State‘ Local Elections




Echo chambers

e Environment where people encounter information that reinforces their
preexisting beliefs

e Confirmation bias

e Consume variety of news sources &
types of news




MediaWise



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1GLf8l3Iu79Pfam_HhVs-I3wPcfpgUFlO/preview

Credible information

Consume variety of news sources across political spectrum

The Mellon Library’s resources:
o The New York Times
o Financial Times
o Global NewsBank

Code of ethics & practices that
make them ethical
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What's next?




Thank you!




