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By the end of this assembly, you’ll be able to identify misinformation 
and learn how to more safely consume news online. 
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Why are we here today?
Over half of the world has or will vote in elections in 
2024

Upcoming U.S. presidential election

ASL’s civic responsibility to engage students
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Definitions 

● Misinformation: “incorrect or misleading information” 

● Disinformation: “false information deliberately and often covertly spread” 

“Misinformation.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/misinformation. Accessed 8 Oct. 2024. 

“Disinformation.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/disinformation. Accessed 8 Oct. 2024. 
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Impacts 

● Alters public perception

● Creates fear or distrust

● Can change how people vote or even deter them from voting altogether 

● Decreases trust in legitimate news sources

○ Harder to discern truth & stay informed  



Case Study
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U.K. riots & disinformation 





Fact-checking 
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Three questions

1. Who is behind the information? 

2. What is the evidence? 

3. What do other sources say? 



“Reading upstream”

● Follow link or citations back to the original source of information 



Reverse image & video searching

● Google reverse image search

● TinEye
○ Helps you identify if a photo has been manipulated 

● inVID by Weverify extension 
○ Pulls keyframes from the video 
○ Shows you where a video came from/who created it/if it’s been altered 



Advanced search functions

● Boolean searching 
○ AND, OR, NOT

● Group words in “” for specific search terms

● Search for items before/after a certain date
○ before:YYYY-MM-DD
○ after:YYYY-MM-DD



Deepfakes

● Is the person blinking? 

● Is the skin tone blotchy?

● Teeth with often look weird or undefined 

● Fine details, like hair, are difficult for deepfakes to render well 

● Sensity 
○ Tells you whether a video is a deepfake 



Pink slime journalism outlets

● Outsourced journalism produced at low cost, usually by automation 

● Funded by outside company that receives funding from partisan source 

● Replaced local news sites that have gone out of business 

● Take advantage of news deserts 



Echo chambers

● Environment where people encounter information that reinforces their 
preexisting beliefs 

● Confirmation bias 

● Consume variety of news sources & 
types of news 



MediaWise

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1GLf8l3Iu79Pfam_HhVs-I3wPcfpgUFlO/preview


Credible information

● Consume variety of news sources across political spectrum 

● The Mellon Library’s resources: 
○ The New York Times
○ Financial Times 
○ Global NewsBank

● Code of ethics & practices that 
make them ethical



What’s next?
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Thank you!


