
 
Collaboration with The Standard 
 
We have the opportunity to make language submissions to The Standard this year. We need to decide:  
➢​ The frequency that we want to commit to contributing:  

○​ One special issue per year (all in our languages) 
○​ One page per issue (approx 5 per year) with all four languages and links to online content.  

➢​ Who will participate 
○​  

➢​ What the topics will be 
○​ Or form a committee to work on this, collaborate with the editors, and share out at a later time 
○​ Ideas:  
○​ October - Getting to know you, How do you show being an Explorer and Respect in your community?  
○​ December - Traditions, Celebrations, and Holidays 
○​ February - Love and friendship 
○​ April - Issues that matter to us? Earth Week? 
○​ June - Celebrating the graduates from our department? Reflections? Summer plans? 
○​ Or each issue could have interviews with students and families about their traditions, extracurriculars, 

interests, etc. We could try to have a variety each time.  
○​ Or they could relate to our classes.  
○​ Ask students to come up with ideas.  

 

Sign up:  
 

Teacher Class Date Topic(s) Link to articles, videos, 
podcasts, etc.  

Whitney AP Spanish 
Lang 

Next year so 
can work on 
this after AP 
exams 

Reflections on diversity amongst 
Spanish-speaking countries, their 
takeaways from the content of the 
curriculum 

 

Udai Arabic 
classes 

End of March 
for an April 
print 

Students will present the projects they 
are required to do during the year.   

 

Annie & 
Victoria 

Spanish II 
or III 

End of March 
for an April 
print 

Spanish II - Camden Market reviews 
Spanish III - Wellness or World of Work 
or Environment-related topics 

 

Tamara French IV Next year or 
use stuff from 
the past 

Value from their heritage that is important 
to carry forward 

 

Patrick French V 
Adv. 
French Lit.  

End of March 
for an April 
print 

Movie reviews 
Novel reviews 

 

Ting-Chi  End of March 
for an April 
print 

  

Carlos?     

Laliya French 1/3 End of March 
for an April 
print 

Blog posts/ articles/ reviews? 
Recommendations of best spots in 
London. 

 



 

     

     

 

Questions for The Standard:  
-​ How accurate do the articles need to be (language use-wise)? Is it okay to allow students to use feedback and do 

their best?  
-​ Fully accurate, AP style 

-​ Can we put a banner that says something like, “This is authentic student work at various levels of language 
learning”?  

-​ It’s possible.  
-​ We want the work to represent what our students can actually do. But we can offer editing opportunities.  
-​ We will make sure the information is accurate.  
-​ We want it to be real.  

-​ Can The Standard editors edit our languages or do we need to have language editors?  
-​ None of them feel comfortable editing in another language, therefore we need to figure out our system for 

translators. 
-​ Can just some languages do it? For example, is it okay if only Arabic and Spanish participate in one issue and 

then maybe all of the languages in another issue.  
-​ OK. But if we only have one issue, it would be nice to have everyone participate. But we can do what 

works for us.  
-​ Many are concerned about the amount of work.  

-​ Issue one due in two weeks 
-​ We should do one per semester or special edition (PCA grant - Mrs. Yousey) - ALL LANGUAGES if 

possible  
-​  ​ Issue 2 and issue 5 

-​ Issue 2 - writing deadline: Nov. 16 
-​ Issue 4 - writing deadline: March?  

-​ Or special edition (w/PCA grant) 
-​ What types of articles should we ask students to create? Should they be tied to something in our classes, 

something in the community, or something students have researched, as in the English version of The Standard? 
Should they be journalistic? Could they be like a day in the life of…, or about community groups or celebrations 
and holidays, food, etc.?  

-​ Ok, but not some sort of research paper 
-​ Opinion-based 
-​ Source-based (interviews) 

-​ Can’t include opinions or reflections (has to be objective) 
-​ Opinions - have to be relevant, connected to modern day 

-​ Send list of articles and ideas to editors and they can let us know if they will work or not.  
-​ We or the images can provide images  

-​ Photos have to be original or creative commons 
-​ Images of self-made artwork or with permission 

-​ Will discuss in our next dept. Meeting.  
 
 

Questions for our department:  
-​ Given all of the information above, do you still want to participate? If so, please sign up in the table above.  

 
-​ What solutions do we have for editors?  

-​ Can we ask some upper-level students or heritage speakers to serve as editors or as preliminary editors 
and then we can double-check their work?  

 



 
-​ Any other questions or concerns? Please list below: (No responses in November) 

 
 

Q&A with The Standard editors (Nov-Dec 2024, NEW Jan 2025):  
 
TOPIC: JOURNALISTIC WRITING 
I've read a bit more about journalistic writing so I can make sure we understand what our students need to be 
able to do. From what I've read, journalistic writing could include:  

●​ investigative journalism (discover the truth about a person, group, event, or topic) 
●​ news (report facts, as they emerge) 
●​ feature writing (deeper look at events, people, and topics (human interest stories) to offer a new 

perspective to provide more information; not time-sensitive so they can be about any topic; shows 
rather than tells, for example, describing the details of the location of the interview and describing the 
person as one would a character) 

●​ columns (opinion writing designed to entertain and persuade readers or to be controversial or 
generate discussion) 

●​ reviews (describe a subject in a factual way and give an opinion about it) 
●​ travel journalism (create content on travel, the industry and tourism with formats ranging from 

how-to's (10 tips for...), roundup articles (the best... in London), long form features, and essays) 
●​ photojournalism (telling a story with images that capture the truth of what is happening) 
●​ sports (research, interview, commentate) 

The process includes:  

●​ Gather information 
●​ Verify sources 
●​ Establish why it's newsworthy 
●​ Write a strong opening paragraph with the 5 W's 
●​ Use the inverted pyramid structure, which moves from the most important information and goes down 

into finer detail as the article concludes 
●​ Edit well 

Writing style:  

●​ Short sentences 
●​ Active voice 
●​ Quotes 

(Sources: writersdigest.com and skillsyouneed.com) 
 
QUESTION: Are all of these styles valid ways for us to write for The Standard? Do you have any other 
tips for the process or style?  
 
EDITOR RESPONSE: Yes! Those are all valid ways to write stories. Opinion articles are generally more fluid, 
but for interview-based, we follow LQTQ (lead-quote-transition-quote structure). We have a folder of resources 
and also our staff manual for any style guides. 
 
TOPIC: POSSIBLE ARTICLES  
When I think of some of the units I teach, I think we could do things like:  

http://writersdigest.com/
http://skillsyouneed.com/
https://jea.org/wp-content/uploads/news-writing/lqtq-blank.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17vHov-UPD8vsNqxt2lCOrX4RIdi83h75?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s42jUELRd2fZ4ap3F4O7-QqldnVTIt1QqnbOT7GHZHI/edit?tab=t.0


 
●​ Wellness: Survey the community about various wellness habits/practices, interview community 

members about their wellness practices, share information about how different wellness practices are 
part of different communities, can result in different products and practices related to wellness, etc. 

●​ World of work: Interview and research cross-cultural working experiences, recommendations and 
advice for job interviews, resumes, etc. and cross-cultural understanding that is important to be 
aware of 

●​ Events around ASL: sports, art shows, etc. - attend, interview, and report  
●​ Maybe units that others teach could include:  

○​ Travel: Interview and research community members about places they love to visit, have 
lived, would recommend, what they like to do, etc. 

○​ Different perspectives on various events around the world provided through interviews, polls, 
and research.  

○​ Humans of ASL types of reports 

QUESTION: Would all of these sorts of ideas work for The Standard?  
 
EDITOR RESPONSE: Yes! Those are all also good ideas! We want to ensure ideas are unique, relevant (in 
timeliness and to the school community), and interesting. There is definitely stuff to flesh out from all of the 
units; just make sure it's not too general. Some ideas can include a feature on students about some wellness 
topic, profiling some professionals for the world of work, writing a news article on an event, or an opinion on a 
specific issue in the world.  
 
TOPIC: DEADLINES 
QUESTION: When do we have to have the content for a special edition finished? Would it be possible 
to create our content for late May/June?  
 
EDITOR RESPONSE: It doesn't exactly matter, but May/ June will be a difficult time for us as that's when APs 
happen and our editorial board transition occurs. If we could do any earlier, that would be appreciated.  
 
 
TOPIC: PARTICIPATING LANGUAGES 
QUESTION: If only some of our languages participate, would that be okay?  
 
EDITOR RESPONSE: It's also totally ok for some languages to take part and others not — it's up to you! We 
can work with whatever.  
 
TOPIC: WRITING SUPPORT 
QUESTION: Would students who work on The Standard be able to come help our students with their 
writing?  
 
EDITOR RESPONSE: Any of us editors are also happy to come in and talk with the classes about journalism 
as an intro! We do a similar thing for the English opinion-writing unit.  
 
NEXT STEPS:  

-​ We will meet in January to determine who will participate.  
-​ What type of print would we want to do? (See Pricing below.) 
-​ Mrs. Yousey will apply for a grant to create the special issue. 
-​ Ask if we can print “by a French I student” if the student doesn’t want it printed.  



 
 
 
PRICING: (for PCA Grant application) 
Our regular newsprint pages can fit 1-2 stories per page depending on the length of the story. If it is really long 
(1000+ words) we might give it 2 pages. Prices for newsprint are below. The final column shows the price 
including delivery. 
 

Regular Issues 

Overnight 

delivery to 

London  75 

24-pages 600 £800.00 875 

28-pages 600 £980.00 1055 

32-pages 600 £1,010.00 1085 

36-pages 600 £1,175.00 1250 

40-pages 600 £1,205.00 1280 

 

The price varies depending on the size of the issue and how many we print. We printed 400 copies of the 
election special edition, so we assume it'd be similar here, but we can always print more or less. The printer 
can either do A5 (what we used for the election special edition) or A4 (what we use for senior supplement). I 
attached the prices for printing 400 of those issues below (there will also be a 75 pound delivery cost). 

A5 X 400 copies  

  

Size Price 

16pp £450.00 

20pp £540.00 

24pp £630.00 

28pp £720.00 

32pp £810.00 
 

A4 X 400 copies  

  

Size Price 

16pp £720.00 

20pp £870.00 

24pp £1,020.00 

28pp £1,170.00 

32pp £1,320.00 



 
 
 

-​ Work in teams 
-​ Peer edit 
-​  

 
What privacy do students have? Who sees The Standard? (If talking about family 
heritage and sharing photos/videos, etc.) 
 
Deadlines: end of March/beginning April 
 
 

PLANNING - DEADLINE for completed 
articles: APRIL 1/2 
 
The Standard: Our regular newsprint pages can fit 1-2 stories per page depending on the length of the story. If 
it is really long (1000+ words) we might give it 2 pages. Prices for newsprint are below. The final column shows 
the price including delivery. 
 

-​ 12 pt font double spaced is usually 250 words = usually one page in English (guideline for how much 
students should write) 

 
4 pages per language - YES 
 
Questions  

-​ Is 4 pages overwhelming?  
-​ Can editors help us with headlines?  
-​ Do the editors need our articles in English too?  
-​ What will the editors decide? Headlines? Journalistic? Content? How much oversight?  
-​ Look at the beginning and end? Or just end?  
-​ Ideas submitted by end of next week (before Alternatives) 
-​ Sections -  

-​ Arts & Entertainment, Culture 
-​ Food/Restaurant 
-​ Music 
-​ Books 
-​ Movies 

-​ Environment 
-​ Interviews for feature articles 
-​ Opinion? 



 
-​ Map of Tube according to languages spoken - explore these areas; investigate what it’s like, find 

something that’s typical of the target language community there, investigate why that 
language/community is there,  

- Need guidelines for drafting and writing an opinion piece 
-​  
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