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NEST BUILDING:NEST BUILDING:NEST BUILDING:    In many bird species, 

females build nests after they have found a mate.

But in some species, like our Carolina Wren, males

begin multiple nests and let the female choose her

favorite. Other birds might build decoy

nests or barely build a nest at all.

if you see me 
with nesting

material, watch
where I take it!



Courtship:Courtship:Courtship: Birds dance, sing, produce

colorful feathers, give gifts, and make dramatic

flights—all for love. Sometimes the male and

female interact, other times a female will size up

one or multiple males while perched from afar.

Eh... He’s 
a six

I’m a Good singer 
and a great Mate!
Tea-kettle, tea-

kettle, tea-kettle



DefendingDefendingDefending
territory:territory:territory:

If a bird is puffed up or

stretched tall, is making

loud “alarm” noises, erratically circling the area

or dive bombing, you might be in or near their

territory. Birds will defend their mate, nest and

babies against humans, animals, and even

competitors of the same species.

CHHHHHHT! CHHT
CHHT! 

Go away! My babies
are nearby!



competition:competition:competition: For the most productive

breeding season possible, birds may chase, cheat,

and steal. Brutal tactics like knocking other birds’

eggs out of the nest, harming adults and young, and

laying one egg in a different species’ nest to take

care of are means of continuing their family line.

Almost all bird species
are legally protected,

so you can’t remove birds
or eggs you don't want.



Carrying food:Carrying food:Carrying food: Baby birds eat—and

poop—a lot! Watch

for birds quietly carrying insects, fish, or other prey

items. You may hear begging from nests or see

fledglings following their parent for a meal. To keep

nests tidy, many songbird parents immediately

dispose of white “fecal sacs” from their babies.

if you didn't see
me eat it, i’m out

for delivery!

(or what was food)(or what was food)(or what was food)
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Go out and 
enjoy nesting
season—and look
and listen for
these behaviors 
to follow your
local bird families 


