


 
Dodd Galbreath, founding director of Lipscomb University’s Institute for Sustainable 
Practice, has been on the frontline of the issue in the years that have followinged the 
flood as a member of Mayor Karl Dean’s storm water management board. He is co-
author of the Nashville NEXT Natural Resources & Hazard Adaptation plan. As a 
member of the storm water management boardsuch, Galbreathhe is highly familiar 
with how the city has tried to eliminate obvious issues that arose during the flood as 
well as  the issues that are still needing to be addressed.  
 
“There is a natural cycle of risk that we experience. It can’t be avoided, but it can be 
mitigated,” says Galbreath. “The flood was caused by a natural storm that we have 
irritated that is was naturally aggressive. But wWe have made it more aggressive by 
unknowingly and knowingly damaging and eliminating the protection that naturally 
occurs in our environment. In the years following the flood, the city has eliminated a 
number of the obvious issues and is still working on other fixes that are needed.” 
 
Galbreath says that cities such as Philadelphia and Seattle are investing in green 
infrastructure, which uses “God’s design” to mitigate the affects of natural 
occurrences such as flooding.  
 
“The human desire to control the environment is incompatible to that environment,” 
he explains. “We have to ‘partner’ with God to use His design to protect the world 
around us. We have to think about what honors the Creator most? Something we 
created or something that He created. The solutions that are needed will come from 
the sources that created the problems.” 
 
As a senior policy executive working for two gubernatorial administrations of two 
different political parties, Galbreath led many successful strategic initiatives 
resulting in passage of historic laws to manage rivers in West Tennessee as natural 
systems; to manage water transfers between southeastern rivers; and to add 
transparency to in-state water uses to protect state water rights and tax payer 
liability. He has also led policy and planning for wetlands conservation, 
environmental justice, design standards for sustainable storm water systems, 
climate change adaptation and sustainable communities. 
 
He says that Ssome additional measures that city planners should consider in to 
preventing future floods like the city experienced in 2010 isinclude keeping hillsides 
as well as the area between downtown and hilltops as spongy as possible as well as 
the area between downtown and hilltops spongy, he said. He said having more 
density downtown with taller structures being built will “greatly eliminate risk and 
policy and regulation will take care of the rest.” 
 
One of the functions of the Institute for Sustainable Practice is to be a leader in 
developing initiatives and engaging in practices that help the campus and 
community. In the days prior to the flood and in the years following, Galbreath said 
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ISP students and administrators have been involved in a number of water 
management projects on campus and in the neighborhood including: 
 

 Iinstalling a small flood water harvesting demonstration at the Lipscomb’s 
McFarland Science Center; 

 Iinstalling a small flood water absorbing, native landscape garden and 
outdoor learning space with a porous paving demonstration on campus; 

 Aadding a denser tree canopy to the center of campus;  
 Llaunching a creek restoration project in the Fall of 2014 for the west fork of 

Brown's Creek on the Lipscomb Academy Elementary School campus and 
with private landowners;  

 Pplanting 850 trees on the west fork of Brown's Creek this spring (adding to 
a total of 3,400 trees planted by Cumberland River Compact in the same area 
with funding from the Tennessee Division of Forestry); 

 Sstarting a pilot project at Lipscomb Academy Elementary School to restore a 
creek to its natural scientific plant diversity to show how local landowners 
how they can bring flood absorbing function and beauty back to their 
landscapes;. 

 Pparticipating in the Annual Weed Wrangle to remove invasive plants that 
prevent healthy, varied, water absorbing trees from thriving; 

 Ssubmitting a proposal to the Tennessee State Names Authority and United 
States Board on Geographic Names to give a name to a tributary of West Fork 
of Brown's Ccreek that begins on Lipscomb's campus so that it might receive 
more local support and restoration interest; and 

 Ttaking faculty and staff on annual tours of a faculty member's home in the 
neighborhood whicho has demonstrated flood water absorbing landscapes. 

 
For more information about Lipscomb’s Institute for Sustainable Practice, click here. 
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