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Twin Cities Local Events Mobile Application

Creating an app to find local events can serve multiple purposes and address various user needs.

Here are some key reasons to develop such an app:

1.

Convenience for Users

Helps users easily discover events happening near them without searching multiple websites or social
media pages.

Offers a centralized platform for concerts, sports games, networking events, markets, and more.
Boosting Local Businesses & Communities

Small businesses, event organizers, and local artists can gain more visibility.

Helps foster community engagement by promoting local gatherings and cultural activities.
Personalized Experience

Users can filter events based on their interests, location, and availability.

The app can use Al to suggest events based on past preferences.

Real-Time Updates & Notifications

Users can receive instant notifications about upcoming events, cancellations, or last-minute ticket deals.
Event organizers can keep attendees informed with live updates.

Social Features & Networking

Users can see which friends are attending events.

Offers social features like group planning, RSVP options, and chat functionality.

Monetization Opportunities

Can generate revenue through ticket sales, premium listings for event organizers, or ads from local
businesses.

Potential partnerships with venues, food vendors, and sponsors.

Simplifying Event Planning

Local organizations can easily list events without requiring a complex website or marketing strategy.
Users can submit and promote their own events to attract a targeted audience.

Enhancing Tourism & Exploration

Visitors can discover local events, making it useful for tourists looking for things to do.

Can integrate with maps and transport services for seamless planning.

Accessibility & Inclusivity

Filters for accessibility-friendly events, family-friendly options, or free activities.

Helps users with different interests and backgrounds find suitable activities.

User-Centered Design

Understand your audience: Tailor the app for both locals and tourists looking for concerts, sports,
community events, and more.

Accessibility: Ensure high contrast, large tap targets, and screen reader compatibility for a diverse user base.

2. Simple & Intuitive Navigation

” u

Home Screen: Clear sections like “Today’s Events,” “Trending,” and “Recommended for You.”
Search & Filters: Allow users to quickly filter by date, category, location, and cost.
Event Categories: Music, sports, theater, food, festivals, family-friendly, free events, etc.

Favorites & Save Events: Let users bookmark events for later.
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3. Clear & Engaging Event Listings

e Event Cards: Show event name, date, time, location, and a relevant image at a glance.
e Detail Page: Include a description, venue map, ticket info, parking, and RSVP options.
e Shareability: Allow easy sharing via social media or messages.

4. Personalization & Smart Recommendations

e  Custom Interests: Let users pick favorite event types (e.g., concerts, networking, art exhibits).

e Al-Powered Suggestions: Show recommendations based on location, past interests, and trending events.
5. Interactive Map & Location-Based Features

e Map View: Let users explore events near them in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and surrounding suburbs.
e  Current Location Feature: Suggest nearby events based on GPS location.
e Venue Info: Include details like public transit access, parking availability, and ADA accessibility.

6. Seamless Ticketing & Registration

e Direct Ticket Links: Integrate with Eventbrite, Ticketmaster, or local ticketing platforms.
e In-App Registration: Allow RSVP for free events directly within the app.

7. Push Notifications & Reminders

e Event Reminders: Notify users of saved events an hour before they start.
e |location-Based Alerts: Suggest events when users are near a venue.

e Personalized Updates: Notify users about events based on their interests.
8. Community & Social Engagement

e Reviews & Ratings: Allow attendees to rate and review events.
e User-Generated Content: Let users upload event photos or comments.
e Social Media Integration: Enable event sharing & invites.

9. Dark Mode & Customization

e Light/Dark Mode Toggle: Enhance readability in different lighting conditions.
e  Customizable Ul: Let users adjust font sizes, notification settings, and categories of interest.

10. Offline Access & Fast Performance

e Saved Events Available Offline: Let users view details of saved events even without internet.

e  Optimized Speed: Keep loading times under 2 seconds for a smooth experience.
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Considerations for creating a Twin Cities Local Events Application

Convenience for Users
e Helps users easily discover events happening near them without searching multiple websites or social
media pages.

e  Offers a centralized platform for concerts, sports games, networking events, markets, and more.
. Boosting Local Businesses & Communities

e Small businesses, event organizers, and local artists can gain more visibility.
e Helps foster community engagement by promoting local gatherings and cultural activities.

. Personalized Experience

e  Users can filter events based on their interests, location, and availability.

e The app can use Al to suggest events based on past preferences.
. Real-Time Updates & Notifications

e Users can receive instant notifications about upcoming events, cancellations, or last-minute ticket deals.
e Event organizers can keep attendees informed with live updates.

. Social Features & Networking

e  Users can see which friends are attending events.

e  Offers social features like group planning, RSVP options, and chat functionality.
. Monetization Opportunities

e (Can generate revenue through ticket sales, premium listings for event organizers, or ads from local
businesses.

e Potential partnerships with venues, food vendors, and sponsors.
. Simplifying Event Planning

e Local organizations can easily list events without requiring a complex website or marketing strategy.
e Users can submit and promote their own events to attract a targeted audience.

. Enhancing Tourism & Exploration

e  Visitors can discover local events, making it useful for tourists looking for things to do.

e (Canintegrate with maps and transport services for seamless planning.
. Accessibility & Inclusivity

e  Filters for accessibility-friendly events, family-friendly options, or free activities.

® Helps users with different interests and backgrounds find suitable activities.
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Key Features of app:

1. User Features

e Event Discovery: Users can browse events by category (music, sports, networking, etc.), date, or location.
e Personalized Recommendations: Al-based suggestions based on user interests and past event attendance.
e Event Details: Description, date, time, venue, pricing, RSVP option, and social media links.

e RSVP & Ticket Purchase: Users can reserve spots or buy tickets directly through the app.

e Social Features: See which friends are attending, share events, and invite others.

e Push Notifications: Alerts for new events, price drops, and last-minute changes.

e Event Creation: Organizers can list and promote events.

e User Reviews & Ratings: Attendees can leave feedback for events.

e  QOrganizer Features

e Event Dashboard: Track ticket sales, RSVPs, and event engagement.

e Ticketing & Payments: Integration with Stripe or PayPal for seamless transactions.

e  Promotion Tools: Boosted event listings, social media sharing, and email campaigns.

e QR Code Check-in: Digital ticket validation at event entrances.

2. Technology

e  Frontend (User Interface)

e Mobile App: Flutter (for both iOS & Android) or React Native.

e Web Platform (optional): React.js or Next.js.

e Backend (Data Handling)

e Server: Node.js (Express.js) or Django (Python).

e Database: PostgreSQL or Firebase for real-time updates.

e Cloud Storage: AWS S3 or Firebase Storage (for event images, media).
e  Push Notifications: Firebase Cloud Messaging (FCM)

e APIs & Integrations

e  Google Maps API: For venue locations and navigation.

e  Stripe / PayPal: For payment processing (or link to third-party ticket orders)
e Twilio API: For SMS notifications and reminders.

3. Monetization Strategies

e  Premium Event Listings: Charge organizers to feature their events at the top.

e  Ticket Sales Commission: Take a small percentage of each ticket sold through the platform.

e Advertisements: Allow local businesses to advertise events, food spots, or transportation.

e  Subscription Model: Offer premium features like early access to tickets or exclusive discounts.

o Affiliate Partnerships: Partner with local venues, restaurants, or hotels for referral commissions.



4. Development Plan

o Phase 1: MVP Development (2-3 months)

Basic UI/UX design
Event discovery & filters
Event details page

User authentication
RSVP & ticketing system

o Phase 2: Advanced Features (3-5 months)

Social features (friend RSVP, sharing)
Push notifications

Organizer dashboard

Payment & ticketing integration

o Phase 3: Scaling & Monetization (5-8 months)

Al recommendations for events
Premium listings & ads

QR code check-in system
Launch marketing campaign

5. Next Steps
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e Market Research: Identify target users (students, professionals, tourists, etc.).

e  Prototype Design: Create wireframes/mockups.
e  Development Kickoff: Build the MVP with core features.
e Beta Testing: Gather user feedback before full launch.

e  Marketing Plan: Use social media, influencers, and local partnerships.

Wireframe Map:
1. Home Page (Event Listings)
e Header:
o Logo (Top Left)
o Search Bar (Centered)

o "Submit Event" & "Login/Sign Up" Buttons (Top Right)

e Main Section:
o Filters (Left Sidebar or Dropdown)
=  Date Selector

= (Categories (Music, Sports, Festivals, Food, Theater, etc.)

=  Price Range (Free, Paid, VIP)
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= Location (Minneapolis, St. Paul, Nearby Suburbs)
= Age Group (Family-Friendly, 18+, 21+)
o Event Listings (Center)
=  Featured Events at the top (carousel or large cards)
=  Standard Event Cards:
= EventTitle
= Date & Time
= |ocation
= Short Description
=  Thumbnail Image
= "More Info" or "RSVP" Button
e Footer:
o Links: About Us, Contact, Privacy Policy, Social Media Icons
2. Event Details Page
e Header (Same as Home Page)
e Main Section:
Large Event Banner/Image
Event Title
Date & Time
Location with Map Preview
Description
Ticketing Info (Free/Paid, Buy Tickets Button)
Organizer Info

o O O O O O O

o Related Events
e  User Interaction:
o “Save to Calendar” Button
o “Share” Button (Facebook, Twitter, Email)
o “Mark as Interested” or “Going”

3. Submit an Event Page
e  Form Fields:
Event Name
Date & Time
Venue/Location
Event Category
Description
Upload Image
Contact Info
Submit Button

o O O O O O O

4. User Dashboard (For Logged-in Users)
e Saved Events
e Hosted Events
e  Profile Settings
e |ogout
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Examples of a mock-up home screen and screens for saving events to one’s own calendar.
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#.Live Concert: The Weekend
Live Concert: The Weekend
8 Feb 15,2025
Q Madison Square Garden, NY

RSVP

#-Food Festival Downtown

Food Festival Downtown
8 Feb 20,2025
Q Central Park. NY

RSVP

#.Tech Networking Meetup
Tech Networking Meetup
8 Feb 25,2025
Q Silicon Valley, CA

RSVP
#.Twin Cities Jazz Festival #.MN State Fair Preview Night
Twin Cities Jazz Festival MN State Fair Preview Night
B9 June 15, 2025 B August 20, 2025
© Mears Park. St. Paul © Minnesota State Fairgrounds

Save Event Save Event



