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Digital IDs are a big step 
toward a society where 
individuals and organizations 
can trust each other online.
The World Bank's ID4D database reveals a problem. While over 65% 
of all National IDs are digital,  billions of people are left out of the 
digital ecosystem.

For these people, digital IDs offer a pathway to unlock economic 
benefits by enhancing inclusivity, providing broader access to 
goods and services, and boosting formalization, which aids in 
reducing fraud, safeguarding rights, improving transparency, and 
encouraging digitization, leading to improved efficiencies and user 
convenience.

without access to an 
official digital identity 
for online transactions

3.3+
Billion People

Over 65% of all National IDs are digital

with no digitally 
verifiable identity

1.25+ 
Billion People

with no official proof  
of identity

850
Million People

with no digitized 
record of their identity

1.1
Billion People



3Bridging the Digital  Divide

The evolution of identity verification is more than just a hallmark 
of the digital age; it's a transformative shift reshaping societal 
interactions, governance, and service delivery. This leap from 
tangible documents to digital identities is a revolution, bringing to 
the forefront a seamless integration of verified digital attributes and 
credentials into our everyday lives. Digital IDs are not mere digital 
counterparts of physical documents. they are the cornerstone pf 
modern identification processes. 

Digital identification can offer dependable verification and facilitate 
access to various services through web or mobile platforms, 
necessitating identity confirmation. It can yield substantial 
economic and social advantages, such as reduced expenses 
and enhanced financial, social, and political inclusivity. Globally, 
governments have initiated approximately 165 digital or semi-
digital identification initiatives. Yet, the success rate of these 
programs varies widely. Only a few of these schemes have reached 
widespread adoption, with usage frequencies sometimes averaging 
merely once or twice annually per individual in certain nations.

Growing Pains
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The push for a comprehensive digital identity system to encapsulate 
public records is compelling, mainly as more essential information, 
like vaccine records and travel details, migrates to our devices.

The transformation, while significant, has not been universally 
embraced and sparks a crucial debate: will digital identiy ecosystems 
bolster our privacy or erode it further? Global adoption of digital 
identities has encountered resistance rooted in concerns over 
privacy, technological divides, and deep-seated distrust in the 
security of these digital solutions. This reluctance is juxtaposed 
against a backdrop of successful integrations, where digital 
identities, regulated by national ID schemes and encompassing 
everything from unique identity numbers to biometrics, have proven 
their worth.

Countries across the globe, from the European nations to the Nordic 
countries and the United States, have adopted these systems, 
showcasing their potential to enhance operational efficiency, secure 
transactions, and combat sophisticated AI-driven fraud.
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Case studies

Countries worldwide are at various stages of integrating digital 
identity into the societal fabric.

Estonia, Singapore, and India 

Estonia has been leading the charge for over two decades. 
Their eID system exemplifies the principle of 'once only,' 
streamlining interactions with the government and setting a 
precedent for efficiency and security. 

Singapore's NDI initiative is redefining governance through 
technology, proving that cutting through bureaucracy and 
enhancing global connectivity is possible. 

In India, the Aadhaar project demonstrated the potential of 
digital IDs in reaching underserved populations despite facing 
challenges related to privacy and data security.

India’s Aadhaar 
system reduced 
government fraud by 

$9 billion
over 5 years

50+ countries are 
using digital IDs
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The Nordics

The Nordic region, renowned for its technological innovation, is 
demonstrating the transformative impact of digital IDs on society 
and the ease of access to services they provide. 

In Sweden, the BankID system, developed by a consortium of major 
Scandinavian banks, has revolutionized the way citizens engage 
in a wide range of online activities. From financial transactions to 
healthcare appointments, BankID serves as a digital substitute 
for conventional identification, offering the convenience of a 
universal electronic ID. The introduction of a QR code feature is set 
to further enhance the user experience, evidencing the system's 
comprehensive adoption across Sweden. 

Denmark's transition from NemID to MitID in late 2021 marked 
a significant step towards embracing a digital-centric approach 
to identification. MitID simplifies access to a vast array of services 
within the banking, taxation, and public sectors, catering to the 
digital preferences of today's society. An important milestone in 

digital ID utility is the initiative by the Nordic Council of Ministers to 
facilitate MitID’s usage across Nordic and Baltic countries, enabling 
Danes living abroad to access services in these regions. 

This cross-border functionality is a testament to the Nordic 
countries' ambition to extend the benefits of digital IDs beyond 
their own borders, promoting a more connected and unified region. 
However, this ambition comes with its set of challenges, including 
the technical complexities of integrating diverse national systems 
and ensuring robust data security and privacy protections. 

The success of digital IDs in the Nordics can be attributed to several 
key factors: proactive government digitization policies, the use of 
unique national identification numbers, effective collaboration 
between the banking sector and public authorities, and a deep-
rooted trust among citizens in digital systems. These elements 
have been instrumental in integrating digital IDs into the fabric of 
society, establishing them as essential infrastructure for secure and 
accessible digital services.
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The U.S. and EU

In the U.S., whispers of a national digital identity service suggest 
a move toward unifying government services under a single 
digital umbrella, mirroring European developments where the 
EU's provisional agreement on a "European digital ID" marks a 
significant step towards a centralized digital identification system. 
This initiative aims to simplify citizens' access to online services 
across Europe, encapsulating a range of critical documents in 
'digital wallets.' However, concerns about privacy and the specter of 
a "European digital surveillance state" highlight the challenges of 
balancing convenience with civil liberties.

Australia 

Australia is at a pivotal moment in its approach to digital identity 
verification, spurred by the tangible and intangible costs of identity 
crime, estimated at a staggering A$3.1 billion for the 2018-19 period. 
In response, the federal government, under the guidance of Finance 
Minister Katy Gallagher, is spearheading a national digital identity 
scheme designed to streamline identity verification processes, 
enhance security, and mitigate the vulnerabilities associated with 
traditional document-based verification methods.
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Convenience vs. privacy

At the heart of the digital identity pitch lies a dichotomy between 
the allure of convenience and the imperative of privacy protection. 
The envisioned tech utopia, where services are accessed effortlessly 
through a single digital ID, stirs Orwellian fears among skeptics, 
wary of the potential for mass surveillance and control. The 
increasing prevalence of data breaches and the public's growing 
vigilance over personal information translate to the need for 
privacy-first, user-managed digital identity solutions.
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What's the value?

Digital IDs carry immense benefits for security and economic 
performance alike. They simplify everyday administrative tasks, 
enabling efficient management from anywhere and reducing the 
need for businesses and governments to store personal data, thus 
lowering the risk of data breaches. Digital IDs also offer a unified 
method for accessing online services, cutting down on the myriad 
of usernames and passwords we juggle and providing a more 
straightforward, more secure way to verify identity online.

The move towards digital IDs is not driven by an industry desire 
to hoard personal documents but by the necessity of verifying 
legitimate interactions. Digital IDs streamline this process, reducing 
the need for document oversharing and the risk of data theft. This 
shift could significantly lower the exposure of sensitive documents 
to data breaches, addressing a significant concern echoed across 
the community.

Digital IDs promise to improve the delivery of government services 
online through more efficient, accessible, and secure means 
for citizens to access services. This includes everything from 
streamlining the Tax File Number process to providing quicker aid 
to those impacted by identity theft, natural disasters, or domestic 
issues. Adopting a comprehensive digital ID system presents an 
opportunity to cut costs and save time in identity verification 
processes, reinforcing defenses against scams and identity crimes, a 
challenge costing economies billions annually.

The experiences of pioneers like Estonia and Singapore offer 
valuable lessons in the potential and challenges of digital IDs. 
They emphasize the need for a balanced, collaborative approach 
to developing these systems. We can all see the value in creating 
digital identity frameworks that streamline our digital lives and 
protect and respect our digital selves.
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Empowering the digital economy

In our quest for modern conveniences, safeguarding our personal 
data often takes a backseat. Each click, post, and online purchase 
leaves a digital breadcrumb trail ripe for harvesting by those 
waiting to exploit it. Our reliance on physical documents for 
everything from job applications to securing a phone plan has, 
paradoxically, increased our vulnerability in the digital age. This is 
where the promise of digital IDs comes into sharp focus.

Offering a secure and streamlined method for online identity 
verification, these digital solutions utilize existing government-
issued IDs, eliminating the need for new numbers or additional 
documentation. They address the issue of redundant personal 
document sharing and significantly reduce the risk of oversharing 
sensitive information. Crucially, this innovation puts control back 
into users' hands, requiring their explicit consent before sharing 
personal data.

Digital ID systems promise to revitalize global economic 
performance by streamlining transactions that necessitate a high 
degree of trust, enhancing inclusivity for diverse services, and 
propelling the digital transformation of economies. Projections 
indicate that adopting such frameworks could contribute to a 
GDP increase ranging from 3 to 13 percent by 2030, underlining 
the transformative power of digital IDs in both emerging and 
developed markets.

5 billion digital IDs will be issued 
by the end of 2024
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A new way to do digital

The game has changed. Identity verification has evolved from paper 
to digital, making our online lives more secure and streamlined. 
Digital identities are now indispensable in tech, offering efficiency 
and enhanced security, even fighting AI-driven fraud. However, the 
journey towards global adoption is filled with challenges.

AU10TIX offers an advanced approach to digital ID authentication 
and compliance. We aim to equip businesses with the tools they 
need to effortlessly handle the intricacies of today's digital business 
environment and link them to a broad selection of digital ID 
options. 

Leveraging cutting-edge technology, AU10TIX introduces a 
new benchmark in ID verification. This system incorporates 
cryptographic signature validation across all digital IDs and 
employs efficient data extraction from digital documents. Such an 
approach guarantees accuracy, efficiency, and compliance across 
Web 2.0 and Web 3.0 platforms, offering unmatched verification 
levels and serving a worldwide audience.

Robust digital ID verification via 
cryptographic signature validation.

Direct data extraction for unparalleled 
accuracy and efficiency.

Advanced fraud detection mechanisms  
to ensure zero false authentications.

A comprehensive suite of added-value 
services for seamless onboarding.

A universal hub that supports various ID 
types, from physical to digital.

Global compliance and enhanced security 
through meticulous eID data verification.
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The uniqueness of our solution lies in its stringent zero-tolerance 
policy for false authentications. It incorporates sophisticated 
services such as data discrepancy comparisons and multi-level 
fraud detection mechanisms. This not only streamlines the 
verification process but also significantly enhances security and 
fraud prevention while ensuring high customer retention rates.

As a comprehensive hub for digital ID verification, our platform 
accommodates every type of ID, easing the transition between 
physical and digital formats. It promotes global digital ID ecosystem 
integration and adheres to international privacy standards, 
bolstering security through concerted validation efforts with our 
partners.

Discover the potential of digital identities and how AU10TIX is 
leading the charge against AI-driven fraud. 

Book a demo

https://www.au10tix.com/book-a-demo/


AU10TIX, a global identity intelligence leader headquartered in Israel, is on a 
mission to obliterate fraud and further a more secure and inclusive world. The 
company provides critical, modular solutions to verify and link physical and 
digital identities so businesses and their customers can confidently connect. 
Over the past decade, AU10TIX has become the preferred partner of major 
global brands for customer onboarding and verification automation – and 
continues working on the edge of what's next for identity's role in society. 
AU10TIX's proprietary technology provides results in less than 8 seconds, 
enabling businesses to onboard customers faster while preventing fraud, 
meeting compliance mandates, and, importantly, promoting trust and safety. 
AU10TIX is a subsidiary of ICTS International N.V. (OTCQB: ICTSF).

For more information, visit AU10TIX.com.  

Media Contact: 
Lisa Vestel
Head of Global Communications
lisa.vestel@au10tix.com 

About AU10TIX 

Resources and further reading 

dig.watch/updates/smart-africa-alliance-forged-to-promote-data-and-digital-
identity-interoperability)

dig.watch/updates/indonesia-advances-digital-transformation-with-plans-for-
digital-id-access-to-public-services

Biometric IDs: India is a ‘laboratory for the rest of the world’ CSMonitor.com

www.raconteur.net/digital-transformation/governments-back-a-global-digital-
id-framework

www.gov.uk/guidance/digital-identity

dig.watch/topics/digital-identities

http://AU10TIX.com
mailto:lisa.vestel%40au10tix.com?subject=
http://dig.watch/updates/smart-africa-alliance-forged-to-promote-data-and-digital-identity-interoperability)

http://dig.watch/updates/smart-africa-alliance-forged-to-promote-data-and-digital-identity-interoperability)

https://dig.watch/updates/indonesia-advances-digital-transformation-with-plans-for-digital-id-access-to-public-services

https://dig.watch/updates/indonesia-advances-digital-transformation-with-plans-for-digital-id-access-to-public-services

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2022/0425/On-biometric-IDs-India-is-a-laboratory-for-the-rest-of-the-world#:~:text=India%20has%20created%20the%20world%E2%80%99s%20largest%20biometric%20ID,increasingly%20being%20utilized%20throughout%20all%20spheres%20of%20life.
https://www.raconteur.net/digital-transformation/governments-back-a-global-digital-id-framework

https://www.raconteur.net/digital-transformation/governments-back-a-global-digital-id-framework

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/digital-identity

https://dig.watch/topics/digital-identities


