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:cJating against trans bodies
in the Um’t%d ggltatm dates back
to the late 18405, with scholars
citing  Columbus, Ohios 1848
crossdressing ordinance a$ one
of the first instances of antitrans
rhetoric in American law.

J

“If any male be found dressed in
female apparel, or any female dressed
in male apparel... every person so
offending, shall be fined,” the ordinance
said. This emphasis on maintaining the
gender binary continues today. It has
erupted into full out mania as lawmalkers
hasten to exclude trans people in every

ficet ol soccity.

“Every day 1 have to make the
impossible choice between [dressing
with] authenticity and gafety,” nonbinary
poet, comedian, and public speaker Alok
Vaid-Menon said at Business of F ashion’s
Voices conference in 2019. “Our beauty
cannot coexist with the lives they are
living because we reveal that it is not we
who wear the masks. I repeat. It is not us
who wear the masks.”
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Amidst drills humming and sand thudding on
the floor, the consequences of Fiske creating a
set from seratch, Constance Calohan, the star of
Miscellanea, said fashion plays an enormous role
in making her feel authentic and at home in her
skin. Fashion allows her to navigate society with
confidence as a trans woman, unbridled by the
masks people wish to force on her.

“I loved fashion and clothes before I fell in
love with makeup, so I think.., that had more of
an impact [when] I was in elementary school
and middle school, watching Mugler and Dior
runways,” Calohan said. “That definitely shaped
my identity at the very start, using clothes asa

Way to express how |
[&clon the insicle & how
[want to be perceived.
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When asked whY people ‘g";%
1o abinaryand IEESI j2
i rity, [l
mtoogscu sfll':lﬂal‘ Tesponses:
up's honestly just I:assd out
of fear and jgnorance: Caloha.n
<aid, T think that people are
scared of what i8 different, what
is not like d!e?:,.. A hiat of pezftle
surround  themse ves
people [who}, you know, kind o’f:
embody who they already are.
“The obvious answer woul
pe that there’s plenty of
transphobic people;’ Fiske said.
“Ryt 1 think... they don't want
0 see a bad b'tch look amazing.
[People] get overwhelmed by
how fearless trans expression
can be... It's scary [to them]
because  its like, ‘Damn.
[They're] not hiding anything.
[They're] being exactly who
they are”
Menonmasterfullyarticulates
human kind’s proclivity to
project their fears on The Man
Enough Podcast in 2021 They
expand on Fiske and Calohan’s
observations about fear holding
humanity back from

truc sclf
CXPICSSion.

“We're: self-sabatogi
keep on mistaking lhglglgi;)r?v ai
another home,” they said, “The
only gender rule is that there are
no rules..., and people hear that
?f a threai:t and notan invitation”

seems fearis i v
behind intenﬁ?ﬁ?me
trans people to the margmgg
Humans are mammals, after a]l-
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;ni:‘sﬁﬁzfemghm drives are often rooted in fear, forit
i obscurity. What is unknown is unfamiliar,

"Iﬂ‘hgn’ | therefore dangerous.
mm];;g:‘m:%ﬁmboil\ﬂiscellanea indulges in the chaos
s thgewgrfd ;I eve gender nqnconFon‘mng Ilnlks
SRR . However, it un_vells trans identity as
,glamorous, and multifaceted, quelling their

fC{?I ofwhat lics outsicle
OFEhG Binary throuih fshion.

LEWK MAGAZINE ISSUEY




Trans joy is miraculous.

In the midst of increasingly discriminatory legislation, Lewk
Magazine ventures to spotlight trans people as Ipinu:u‘lrs of
humanity, as valued members of society worthy of

dlignity, respect, & happincss.
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