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5HDGLQJ�URPDQFH�RQFH�VHQW�SHRSOH�LQWR�GDUN�VKDGRZV�DQG�FRUQHUV�WR�UHDG�DORQH��OHDYLQJ�WKHLU�
URPDQFH�ERRNV�EHKLQG�ZKHQ�JRLQJ�RXW�LQ�SXEOLF�RU�EXU\LQJ�WKHLU�QRVHV�LQWR�D�.LQGOH��WKHLU�
UHDGLQJ�FKRLFH�D�VHFUHW��1RZ��URPDQFH�UHDGHUV�SURXGO\�ZDON�DURXQG�UHDGLQJ�FDUWRRQ�FRYHU�
URPDQFH�ERRNV�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�ZRUN��XQDVKDPHG�RI�WKHLU�IDYRULWH�JHQUH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�
RI�URPDQFH�VWLOO�KDV�D�ZD\V�WR�JR��WKH�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�DFFHSWDQFH�KDV�DOORZHG�UHDGHUV�WR�IHHO�
HPSRZHUHG�WR�ILQG�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�RWKHUV�ZKR�OLNH�WR�UHDG�WKH�JHQUH��

7KH�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�URPDQFH�UHDGHUV�KDV�EORVVRPHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��EXW�SULPDULO\�RYHU�WKH�
ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��5RPDQFH�KDV�FXOWLYDWHG�D�VSHFLILF�FRPPXQLW\��UDQJLQJ�IURP�ERRN�FOXEV��
,QVWDJUDP�DFFRXQWV��DQ�HQWLUH�ERRNVWRUH�FDOOHG�7KH�5LSSHG�%RGLFH��DQG�HYHQ�D�GDUN�URPDQFH�
VH[\�ERRN�FRQYHQWLRQ�FDOOHG�6LQQHUV�	�6WDUGXVW�KDSSHQLQJ�WKLV�VXPPHU��

7KH�URPDQFH�FRPPXQLW\�IORXULVKHG�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�&29,'�����%RRN�FOXEV�WKDW�EHJDQ�RQOLQH�
EORVVRPHG�LQWR�LQ�SHUVRQ�PHHWLQJV�ZKHUH�UHDGHUV�PHW�IULHQGV�ZKR�VKDUHG�WKHLU�ORYH�IRU�ORYH��7KH�
%DG�%LWFK�%RRN�&OXE�EHJDQ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�DQG�KDV�VLQFH�VWDUWHG�FKDSWHUV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�
FRXQWU\��7KHUH�LV�D�EUDQFK�VSHFLILFDOO\�IRU�URPDQFH�UHDGHUV��FDOOHG�%DG�%LWFKHV�,Q�/RYH��EXW�WKH�
%RVWRQ�FKDSWHU�UHDGV�SULPDULO\�URPDQFH�DV�ZHOO��$GULDQQD�,PEULDQR��$ULDQD�&KDSLQ��DQG�(PLO\�
.DUOVVRQ�UXQ�WKH�%RVWRQ�&KDSWHU�WRJHWKHU��$OWKRXJK�WKH\�GR�UHDG�PRUH�SRSXODU�URPDQFH�DXWKRUV��
WKH\�WU\�WR�H[SDQG�QDUUDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYHV��

³,W
V�SUHWW\�KHDY\�RQ�WKH�URPDQFH�OLNH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�URPDQFH�´�VDLG�&KDSLQ��³'HILQLWHO\�OHDQV�
LQWR�PRUH�GLYHUVH�URPDQFH��:H�WU\�WR�UHDG�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�´

7KH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�FRQWHQW�WKH\�UHDG�H[WHQGV�WR�URPDQFH�ERRNV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�SUREOHPDWLF�RU�
GLVWDVWHIXO�VWRU\OLQHV��$W�WKHLU�ODVW�PHHWLQJ��WKH\�UHDG�D�ERRN�WKDW�KDG�QRQ�FRQVHQW��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�
WKH�UDSH�WURSH��ZKHUH�D�IHPDOH�FKDUDFWHU�LV�WDNHQ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�DQG�LW�LV�VHHQ�DV�VH[\��$�VPDOO�
VXEVHW�RI�UHDGHUV�ORYH�GDUN�URPDQFH�ZKHUH�PRPHQWV�OLNH�WKLV�DUHQ¶W�XQFRPPRQ��\HW�DUH�VWLOO�OHVV�
SUHYDOHQW�WKDQ�WKH\�XVHG�WR�EH��7KH�ERRN�FOXE�SURPRWHV�DQ�LQFOXVLYH�VSDFH�IRU�DOO�LQWHUHVWV�ZKLOH�
HQFRXUDJLQJ�SURGXFWLYH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�WRSLF��7KH\�WU\�WR�VWULNH�D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�
FHQVRUVKLS�DQG�VDIHW\��

³:H�GR�D�JRRG�MRE�DW�QRW�FHQVRULQJ�ZKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�UHDG�EXW�JLYLQJ�WKHP�WKH�RSWLRQ�WR�
SUHVHQW�ZK\�WKH\�YLHZ�LW�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\�´�VDLG�.DUOVVRQ��³:H�KDYH�UHDOO\�VWURQJ�FRPPXQLW\�
JXLGHOLQHV�WKDW�SHRSOH�DELGH�E\��OLNH�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�\RX
UH�XVLQJ�FRQWHQW�ZDUQLQJV�´�
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$OWKRXJK�WKH\�KDYH�UXOHV�IRU�WKH�ERRN�FOXE��WKH\�VWLOO�ZDQW�WR�FXOWLYDWH�DQ�RSHQ�HQYLURQPHQW�
DOORZLQJ�IRU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�RI�DOO�NLQGV��³,�WKLQN�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�FDQ�JR�RQ�WKH�YHUJH�RI�
FHQVRUVKLS��EXW�,�GRQ
W�WKLQN�LW�HQFRXUDJHV�WKDW�DW�DOO�´�VDLG�.DUOVVRQ��³,I�DQ\WKLQJ��LW�HQFRXUDJHV�
PRUH�RSHQ�GLDORJXH�´

'DUN�URPDQFH�UHDGHUV��SHRSOH�ZKR�HQMR\�WURSHV�WKDW�PLJKW�EH�VHHQ�DV�KDUPIXO��DUH�QRW�KDUG�WR�
FRPH�E\��$OWKRXJK�WKH\�PD\�EH�VK\�WR�VKDUH�ZKDW�WKH\¶YH�EHHQ�UHDGLQJ��LQ�PDQ\�ERRN�FOXEV��QRW�
MXVW�%DG�%LWFKHV�%RRN�&OXE��SHRSOH�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�VKDULQJ�WKHVH�RSLQLRQV��'HVSLWH�WKLV��VRPH�
ERRN�FOXEV�FKRVH�QRW�WR�UHDG�WURSHV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�KDUPIXO�WR�UHDGHUV��OLNH�+DSSLO\�(YHU�$IWHU�

9HURQLFD�.RYHQ�0DWDV\��D�OLEUDULDQ�DW�%3/��FUHDWHG�WKH�+DSSLO\�(YHU�$IWHU�ERRN�FOXE��(DFK�
PRQWK��VKH�KDQG�SLFNV�D�WURSH��IRU�LQVWDQFH��VSRUWV�URPDQFHV��DQG�WKHQ�UHDGHUV�SLFN�D�QRYHO�
ZLWKLQ�WKDW�WURSH��*URXS�SDUWLFLSDQWV��PRVWO\�ZRPHQ�UDQJLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�HDUO\���V�WR�ODWH���V��DUH�
HDFK�JLYHQ�D�FKDQFH�WR�FKDW�DERXW�WKHLU�ERRNV��:LWKLQ�+DSSLO\�(YHU�$IWHU��WKHUH�DUHQ¶W�YHU\�PDQ\�
GDUN�URPDQFH�UHDGHUV��

7KH\�WU\�WR�VWD\�DZD\�IURP�WKH�OLPLWHG�GDUN�SORW�OLQHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV�
DV�URPDQFH�VKLIWV�DZD\�IURP�KDUPIXO�VWRU\OLQHV��2OGHU�URPDQFH�ERRNV�HPSKDVL]H�WUDGLWLRQDO�
JHQGHU�UROHV�ZKHUHDV�QRZ�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�IHPDOH�SOHDVXUH��7KHVH�GDUN�SORWOLQHV�ZHUH��
DW�WKH�WLPH��D�FUHDWLYH�ZD\�WR�UHLQIRUFH�D�GRPLQDQW�PDQ�DQG�D�VXEPLVVLYH�ZRPDQ��

³,W¶V�GHILQLWHO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�KDYH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROGHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FOXE�DQG�
WKH�\RXQJHU�RQHV�´�VDLG�.RYHQ�0DWDV\��³:H�FDQ�VHH�WUHQGV�LQ�KRZ�URPDQFH�KDV�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�DV�
ZHOO�DV�SHUFHLYHG��:H�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�WURSHV�WKDW�DUH�OHVV�SUHYDOHQW�QRZ�WKDQ�WKH\�XVHG�WR�EH�OLNH�
WKH�UDSH�WR�ORYH�SORWOLQHV�´

&DUROLQH�/LQGHQ��D�URPDQFH�DXWKRU�DQG�FUHDWRU�RI�WKH�5RPDQFLQJ�1HZ�(QJODQG�QHZVOHWWHU�ZKHUH�
VKH�FRPSLOHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�URPDQFH�HYHQWV��KDV�VHHQ�ILUVWKDQG�KRZ�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�SORWOLQHV�LQ�
URPDQFH�DUH�LPSDFWIXO�IRU�D�FRPPXQLW\��$W�D�OLWHUDU\�HYHQW�LQ�5KRGH�,VODQG��VKH�DWWHQGHG�D�SDQHO�
DERXW�KRZ�URPDQFH�QRYHOV�FDQ�PRGHO�D�SRVLWLYH�DQG�KHDOWK\�UHODWLRQVKLS��

³,W�ZDV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KHOSV�SULPDULO\�ZRPHQ�EXW�,�JXHVV�DQ\ERG\�UHDOO\�
ZKR
V�WU\LQJ�WR�OHDYH�DQ�DEXVLYH�RU�GDQJHURXV�UHODWLRQVKLS�´�VDLG�/LQGHQ��³7KH�SDQHO�ZDV�DERXW�
KRZ�URPDQFH�QRYHOV�PRGHO�JRRG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�JRRG�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHKDYLRU�´

/LQGHQ�KHUVHOI�UHDG�URPDQFH�QRYHOV�LQ�WKH���V�ZKHUH�D�VH[�VFHQH�ZRXOG�UHDG�DV�KRW�EXW�WKHQ�XSRQ�
IXUWKHU�LQVSHFWLRQ�ZDV�LQFUHGLEO\�KDUPIXO��)RU�H[DPSOH��D�YLOODLQ�FDSWXUHV�D�ZRPDQ��NHHSV�KHU�LQ�
KLV�JUDVS��DQG�KDV�WHUULEOH�LQWHQWLRQV�WRZDUGV�KHU��DQG�\HW�WKH\�VRPHKRZ�HQG�XS�WRJHWKHU��

https://www.carolinelinden.com/romancingNE.html


³7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�WKLQJV�LQ�WKH�ERRNV�WKDW�FRXOG�UHDG�EULOOLDQWO\�´�VDLG�/LQGHQ��³EXW�LI�\RX�VDW�
GRZQ�DQG�WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKHP��\RX�ZRXOG�VD\��\RX�NQRZ��WKDW�ZDVQ
W�UHDOO\�WKH�PRVW�FRQVHQVXDO�
WKLQJ��$QG�LW�VHHPHG�UHDOO\�VPRNLQJ�KRW�ZKHQ�,�UHDG�LW��EXW�LI�LW�KDSSHQHG�WR�PH��,�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�
YHU\�KDSS\�´�

7KH�FRUH�RI�PRVW�URPDQFH�ZULWLQJ�LV�WR�PRGHO�D�ORYLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�HQGV�KDSSLO\��,QVWHDG�RI�
JORULI\LQJ�DEXVH��URPDQFH�DXWKRUV�DUH�PRYLQJ�WR�FHOHEUDWH�FRQVHQVXDO�VH[�LQ�KHDOWK\�
UHODWLRQVKLSV��7KH�VKLIW�LQ�WKHVH�URPDQFH�SORWV�KDV�WXUQHG�FRQVHQW�VH[\��VR�PXFK�VR�D�VLPSOH�
PRPHQW�ZKHUH�D�PDQ�UHVSHFWHG�D�ZRPDQ¶V�ERG\�ZHQW�YLUDO�

&KHOVHD�&XUWR��D�URPDQFH�DXWKRU�RI�ERRNV�OLNH�³&DXJKW�2Q�&DPHUD´��ZURWH�D�VFHQH�LQ�RQH�RI�KHU�
QRYHOV�ZKHUH�D�ZRPDQ�DVNV�D�PDQ�VKH�KDV�KDG�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WR�]LS�XS�KHU�GUHVV��,QVWHDG�RI�
DVVXPLQJ�KH¶V�DOORZHG�WR�VHH�KHU�ERG\�DJDLQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�KDV�EHIRUH��KH�UHVSHFWIXOO\�ORRNV�
DZD\��7KLV�VPDOO�PRPHQW�EOHZ�XS�RQ�%RRN7RN��ZKLFK�DW�ILUVW�&XUWR�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�E\�XQWLO�VKH�
TXLFNO\�UHDOL]HG�DOO�ZRPHQ�ZDQW�LV�WR�EH�WUHDWHG�UHVSHFWIXOO\��

³$�ORW�RI�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�WKDW
V�LPSRUWDQW�´�VDLG�/LQGHQ��³WKDW�UHVSHFW�WKDW�ODFN�RI�HQWLWOHPHQW�
WR�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ
V�ERG\�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VKRZ�DQG�DOVR��\RX�NQRZ��,�JXHVV�LW�ZDV�D�VH[\�VFHQH�´

7KHVH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�VXUURXQGLQJ�FRQVHQW�DQG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�URPDQFH�ERRNV�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�
QHZ�LQ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��%HIRUHKDQG��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�WRR�VK\�WR�JDWKHU�DURXQG�DQG�
GLVFXVV�URPDQFH�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��WKHVH�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZHUHQ¶W�KDSSHQLQJ�RXW�LQ�WKH�RSHQ��,QVWHDG��
WKH\�ZHUH�VHTXHVWHUHG�KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�WKHLU�.LQGOHV�ZKHUH�QR�RQH�FRXOG�VHH�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
UHDGLQJ��7KH�SULGH�LQ�UHDGLQJ�URPDQFH�LV�VORZO\�JURZLQJ��DV�LV�WKH�LQGXVWU\��

6KHOOH\�7KRPSVRQ��D�ERRNVHOOHU�DW�7KH�3XUSOH�&RXFK�%RRNVKRS��UHFHQWO\�VWDUWHG�D�URPDQFH�ERRN�
FOXE��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�SDFNHG�IRU�WKHLU�ILUVW�WZR�PHHWLQJV��7KH�ERRNVHOOHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�
QRWLFHG�WKH�VDOHV�LQ�URPDQFH�FOLPELQJ��HYHQ�LQ�RQO\�VL[�PRQWKV��

³2XU�RZQHU�LV�PRUH�RI�D�KLVWRULFDO�OLWHUDU\�ILFWLRQ�UHDGHU�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�SOHDVDQWO\�VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH�
SRSXODULW\�RI�WKH�URPDQFH�VHFWLRQ�DQG�RXU�ERRN�FOXE�´�VDLG�6KHOOH\��³:H�KDYH�RQO\�EHHQ�RSHQ���
PRQWKV��EXW�RXU�VDOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQVLVWHQWO\�JRRG�LQ�WKH�URPDQFH�VHFWLRQ�´

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKHVH�URPDQFH�ERRN�FOXEV�EUHHGV�FRPIRUW�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DPRQJ�LWV�
PHPEHUV��5DWKHU�WKDQ�D�VWDQGDUG�ERRN�FOXE�WKDW�FDQ�PLUURU�D�VWXII\�FROOHJH�(QJOLVK�FODVV��
URPDQFH�JDUQHUV�D�FHUWDLQ�JURXS�RI�UHDGHUV��SHRSOH�ZKR�YDOXH�KDSS\�HQGLQJV��ORYH�VWRULHV��DQG�
SOHDVXUH�UHDGLQJ��7R�FUHDWH�OR\DO�FXVWRPHUV�DW�WKHLU�QHZ�ERRNVWRUH��7KRPSVRQ�IHOW�URPDQFH�ZDV�
WKH�SHUIHFW�JHQUH��



³,W�IHOW�OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�FDVXDO�DQG�IULHQGO\�WKDQ�\RXU�DYHUDJH�EXWWRQHG�XS�
ERRN�FOXE�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�FRPHV�KDYLQJ�GRQH�WKHLU�KRPHZRUN�DQG�ZLWK�WKRXJKWIXOO\�SUHSDUHG�
TXHVWLRQV�´�VDLG�7KRPSVRQ�

5RPDQFH�QRYHOV�KDYH�QRW�RQO\�UHHYDOXDWHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FRQVHQW�EXW�KDYH�DOVR�EHFRPH�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�VHH�WKHLU�KDSS\�HQGLQJ��QRW�MXVW�KHWHURVH[XDO�ZKLWH�SHRSOH��5DWKHU��WKH�
URPDQFH�JHQUH�KDV�H[SDQGHG�VR�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�ILQG�D�FKDUDFWHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�
ZKHWKHU�\RX�DUH�WKH�VWHUHRW\SLFDO�URPDQFH�UHDGHU��'HVSLWH�WKLV��PRVW�RI�WKH�ERRN�FOXEV�DUH�VWLOO�
SULPDULO\�DWWHQGHG�E\�ZRPHQ�RU�IHPDOH�SUHVHQWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV��

³5RPDQFH�LV�RQH�SODFH�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH��HYHU\�UDFH��/*%74���ZRPHQ�DW�MXVW�DERXW�HYHU\�DJH�
DQG�HYHU\�VL]H��FDQ�VHH�D�FKDUDFWHU�OLNH�WKHP�JHWWLQJ�D�KDSS\�DQG�KRW�HQGLQJ�´�VDLG�7KRPVSRQ��
³7KDW
V�VR�LPSRUWDQW��,
G�ORYH�WR�VHH�PRUH�PHQ�JHW�LQWR�UHDGLQJ�URPDQFH�EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�JUHDW�IRU�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��EXW�,
P�QRW�VHHLQJ�LW�KHUH�\HW�´

7KH�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�WKH�URPDQFH�QRYHOV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�H[SDQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�JHQUH��%DFN�ZKHQ�/LQGHQ�
EHJDQ�UHDGLQJ�URPDQFH�LQ�FROOHJH�LQ�WKH�
��V��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�RYHUODS�EHWZHHQ�/*%74��RU�UDFLDOO\�
GLYHUVH�ERRNV�DQG�WKH�URPDQFH�VHFWLRQ��

³>/*%74��DQG�UDFLDOO\�GLYHUVH�URPDQFH@�GLGQ
W�UHDOO\��DW�OHDVW�DV�IDU�DV�,�ZDV�DZDUH��EOHQG�WRR�
PXFK�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�URPDQFH�FRPPXQLW\�´�VDLG�/LQGHQ��³7KRVH�ERRNV�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�VKHOYHG�
GLIIHUHQWO\��6R�ZKHQ�\RX�ZHQW�WR�WKH�URPDQFH�VHFWLRQ��\RX�ZHUHQ
W�HYHQ�H[SRVHG�WR�WKHP�´

1RZ��SHRSOH�RI�DOO�LGHQWLWLHV�DUH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�ERRNV�IHDWXULQJ�VWRULHV�WKDW�KDYH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKR�
ORRN�DQG�IHHO�OLNH�WKHP��/LQGHQ�DWWULEXWHV�WKLV�SULPDULO\�WR�WKH�LQWHUQHW�DQG�WKHVH�UHDGLQJ�
FRPPXQLWLHV��*URXSV�WKDW�VWDUW�RQOLQH�DQG�PRYH�WR�LQ�SHUVRQ�±�RU�ZHUH�DOZD\V�LQ�SHUVRQ�±�DUH�
KDYLQJ�D�QRWLFHDEOH�LPSDFW�RQ�ZKDW�LV�EHLQJ�UHDG�DQG�KRZ�LW�LV�EHLQJ�FRQVXPHG��

,W�LV�DOVR�KDYLQJ�DQ�HIIHFW�RQ�KRZ�SHRSOH�VRFLDOL]H�VXUURXQGLQJ�D�JHQUH�WKDW�KDV�UDUHO\�EHHQ�
FHOHEUDWHG�VR�SXEOLFO\��,QVWHDG�RI�UHDGLQJ�DORQH�ZLWK�QR�RQH�WR�GLVFXVV�WKLQJV�ZLWK��SHRSOH�DUH�
ILQGLQJ�WUXH�IULHQGVKLS�DQG�PHDQLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�JURXSV��

7KH�ZRPHQ�ZKR�UXQ�WKH�%DG�%LWFK�%RRN�&OXE�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU�EHIRUH�WKH\�MRLQHG�WKHLU�
ILUVW�=RRP�ERRN�FOXE�PHHWLQJ��1RZ��WKH\¶UH�EHVW�IULHQGV��ZLWK�WZR�RI�WKHP�GULYLQJ�KRPH�
WRJHWKHU�ZKLOH�EHLQJ�LQWHUYLHZHG��7KH\�VDW�QH[W�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�ZKLOH�FKDWWLQJ��JODQFLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�
FRQVROH��DQG�ODXJKLQJ�DW�HDFK�RWKHU
V�DQVZHUV��7KH\�ERQGHG�RYHU�D�FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVW��QHYHU�
IHHOLQJ�MXGJHG�IRU�WKHLU�KREE\�

³:LWK�WKH�VWLJPDWL]DWLRQ�RI�UHDGLQJ�URPDQFH�´�VDLG�,PEULDQR��³,�YLHZ�LW�DV�YHU\�OLJKW��,W
V�D�WKLQJ�
WKDW�D�ORW�RI�ZRPHQ�GR��$QG�,�IHHO�OLNH�ZRPHQ�DUHQ
W�DOORZHG�WR�UHDOO\�KDYH�KREELHV�ZLWKRXW�



JHWWLQJ�PLVRJ\QLVWLF�FRPPHQWV��5LJKW�QRZ�LV�D�SLYRWDO�WLPH�ZKHUH�ZH
UH�DOORZHG�WR�KDYH�D�KREE\�
DQG�FHOHEUDWH�LW��ZKHUH�PRUH�SHRSOH�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�´

&HOHEUDWLQJ�KREELHV�WRJHWKHU�KDV�EXLOW�PDQ\�OLIHORQJ�IULHQGVKLSV�DFURVV�FLWLHV�DQG�ERRN�FOXEV��
1RW�RQO\�GR�IRXQGHUV�EHFRPH�EHVW�IULHQGV��EXW�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DUH�ILQGLQJ�D�ZD\�WR�FRQQHFW�WR�RQH�
DQRWKHU�DQG�EH�SURXG�RI�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV��1RZ��SHRSOH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�KLGH�EXW�FDQ�SURXGO\�ERDVW�
WKHLU�ULSSHG�ERGLFH�FRYHUV�LQ�SXEOLF��HYHQ�ERQGLQJ�ZKHQ�WKH\�VHH�D�IHOORZ�URPDQFH�UHDGHU�RQ�
SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��

:KLOH�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�WKH�6WHDP\�/LW�&RQ��RQH�RI�PDQ\�FRQYHQWLRQV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�VH[\�URPDQFH��
,PEULDQR��DQG�.DUOVRQ�VKDUHG�D�ERRN�LQWHUHVW�ZLWK�WKHLU�IOLJKW�DWWHQGDQW��$�PRPHQW�RI�VHUHQGLSLW\�
ZKHUH�URPDQFH�ZDV�VSUHDGLQJ�HYHU\ZKHUH�DURXQG�WKHP��,W�LV�WKHUH�RQFH�\RX�EHJLQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LW��

³2Q�WKH�ZD\�,�ZDV�UHDGLQJ�D�URPDQFH�QRYHO�RQ�WKH�SODQH�DQG�D�IOLJKW�DWWHQGDQW��ZKR�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�
LQ�IURQW�RI�XV�ZDV�DOVR�UHDGLQJ�RQH�WKDW�ZH�UHFRJQL]HG�´�VDLG�,PEULDQR��³3HRSOH�RQ�WKH�SODQH�DUH�
DOVR�JRLQJ�WR�6WHDP\�/LW�&RQ�VR�LW�ZDV�NLQG�RI�D�ZHLUG�PRPHQW�RI�µRK��WKLV�LV�RND\�¶´

0RUH�DQG�PRUH�SHRSOH�DUH�IHHOLQJ�WKLV�DFFHSWDQFH��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�URPDQFH�KDV�FUHDWHG�IRU�
LQGLYLGXDOV�LV�RQO\�JURZLQJ��:KHWKHU�WKDW�EH�RQOLQH�RQ�%RRN7RN�RU�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�
PDQ\�ERRN�FOXEV�WKDW�IRFXV�VROHO\�RQ�URPDQFH��SHRSOH�DUH�ILQGLQJ�IULHQGV�WKH\�QHYHU�ZRXOG�KDYH�
PHW�EHIRUH��2QFH�URPDQFH�VWRSV�EHLQJ�VFRUQHG��D�MXGJPHQW�IUHH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�IRUPHG��7R�XSOLIW�
HDFK�RWKHU¶V�LQWHUHVWV�LV�WR�FHOHEUDWH�RQH�DQRWKHU
V�SDVVLRQV��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�VWHDP\�WKH\�PD\�EH��

³,�WKLQN�KDYLQJ�ERRNV�DV�RXU�FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVW�LV�MXVW�WKH�EHVW�WKLQJ�HYHU�´�VDLG�&KDSLQ��³$GULDQD�
DQG�(PLO\�DQG�RXU�IULHQGV�JHW�LW�DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�VR�VSHFLDO�´

https://www.steamylitcon.com/


+RZ 2QH :RPDQ %URXJKW 5RPDQFH 7R %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK
$P\ %UDEHQHF¶V -RXUQH\ 7R +DSS\ (QGLQJV

%\� 0DJJLH 9DXJKQ

$ ZRPDQ VWDQGV EHIRUH WKH ODUJH VKHOYHV RI EULJKWO\ FRORUHG URPDQFH ERRNV ZLWK FDUWRRQ FRYHUV
DQG ELJ EXEEO\ IRQWV� 6KH DVNV DQ HPSOR\HH IRU D UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ EXW LV WRR QHUYRXV WR DVN KRZ
PXFK µVSLFH¶ WKHUH LV LQ WKH ERRN� 7KH ERRNNHHSHU QRWLFHV WKH ZRPDQ *RRJOLQJ LW DIWHU VKH KDV
OHIW� 'RZQ WKH DLVOH� WKHUH DUH PLGGOH�DJHG PHQ DQG \RXQJ ZRPHQ DOLNH ORRNLQJ DW WKH IDQWDV\
VKHOYHV� 7KH GDUN�FRORUHG VSLQHV� PDQ\ ZLWK JROG OHWWHULQJ LQ GUDPDWLF IRQWV� SURPLVH WR FUHDWH
ZRUOG�EXLOGLQJ HVFDSLVP� ZKHWKHU WKDW EH WKURXJK WKH FODVVLF /RUG 2I 7KH 5LQJV� RU URPDQWDV\
VW\OH YLD $ &RXUW 2I 7KRUQV DQG 5RVHV� 7KH VWDFNV DW %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK KDYH PXFK PRUH WKDQ
URPDQFH WR RIIHU� EXW UHFHQWO\ VHDUFKLQJ IRU D URPDQFH WLWOH KDV EHHQ PDQ\ SHRSOH¶V UHDVRQ IRU
HQWHULQJ WKH ERRNVWRUH�

'HVSLWH WKHLU SRSXODULW\ QRZ� WKH URPDQFH VWDFNV GLGQ¶W HYHQ H[LVW �� RU VR \HDUV DJR� ZKHQ $P\
%UDEHQHF EHJDQ ZRUNLQJ WKHUH LQ ����� 1RZ VKH LV WHFKQLFDOO\ DQ $VVLVWDQW 2SHUDWLRQV 0DQDJHU�
D &KLOGUHQ¶V ERRN EX\HU DV ZHOO DV D EX\HU IRU URPDQFH� VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ� IDQWDV\� DQG KRUURU� $V
VKH SXW LW ³, WHOO HYHU\ERG\ , GR DOO RI WKH FRRO VWXII�´ 6KH LV DOVR WKH VRPHZKDW XQRIILFLDO
URPDQFH H[SHUW RQ VWDII DQG KDV EHHQ VLQFH VKH VWDUWHG� 6KH ZDV WKH SLRQHHU RI WKH URPDQFH
VHFWLRQ DW %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK�

³, NHSW VD\LQJ µ:H VKRXOG KDYH >D URPDQFH VHFWLRQ@�¶ )RU WKH ORQJHVW WLPH >LQGLH ERRNVWRUHV@
ZHUH KHOG WR D VWDQGDUG RI EHLQJ D EHDFRQ IRU KLJK OLWHUDWXUH� VR WKHUH ZDV VRPH UHVLGXDO IURP
WKDW�´

'HVSLWH WKLV UHVLVWDQFH DW ILUVW� VKH NQHZ WKDW URPDQFH ERRNV ZHUH ZKDW VKH DQG KHU IULHQGV OLNHG
WR UHDG� 2WKHU ERRN EX\HUV ZHUH LQWHUHVWHG DV ZHOO� (YHQWXDOO\� WKH VWRUH JDYH KHU D VSLQQHU� D
VPDOO ERRN KROGHU WKDW URWDWHV DQG KROGV RQO\ D VPDOO DPRXQW RI ERRNV� 1RZ� VKH KDV GHYHORSHG
LW LQWR WKUHH DQG D KDOI FDVHV DQG D IHZ WDEOHV IXOO RI URPDQFH ERRNV�

$V UHVLGHQW URPDQFH H[SHUW DQG URPDQFH UHDGHU KHUVHOI� VKH LV WKH JR�WR UHFRPPHQGHU IRU WKHVH
ERRNV� 'HVSLWH WKLV� GXULQJ WKH ZHHN VKH RQO\ JLYHV RQH RU WZR UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� DQG RQ
ZHHNHQGV WKDW MXPSV WR WKUHH RU IRXU� 5RPDQFH UHDGHUV DUH VHOI�UHOLDQW� 7KH\ NQRZ ZKDW WKH\
ZDQW ZKHQ WKH\ ZDON LQ�

%UDEHQHF KDV DOVR QRWLFHG SHRSOH OLQJHU LQ URPDQFH ORQJHU WKDQ RWKHU VHFWLRQV� ³3HRSOH KDQJ RXW
LQ WKH VHFWLRQ D ORW� 7KH\ ZLOO VWD\ WKHUH IRU �� PLQXWHV� UHDGLQJ WKH EDFNV RI ERRNV DQG ILQGLQJ
WKLQJV� UDWKHU WKDQ DVNLQJ�´

:LWK WKH JURZLQJ SRSXODULW\ RI %RRN7RN DQG *RRG5HDGV� UHDGHUV FDQ ILQG WKHLU QH[W ERRN
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ IURP WKH FRPIRUW RI WKHLU RZQ KRPHV� $OWKRXJK %RRN7RN LV FHUWDLQO\



FRQWULEXWLQJ WR WKLV ODFN RI KXPDQ LQWHUDFWLRQ� %UDEHQHF DOVR DWWULEXWHV WKLV LQGHSHQGHQFH WR WKH
ODVWLQJ VKDPH DURXQG WKH URPDQFH JHQUH�

³, VWLOO WKLQN WKHUH LV D ELW RI D VKDPH DVSHFW WR LW« , KDYH KDG VRPH SHRSOH EH NLQG RI EDVKIXO
DERXW LW�´

7KH EDVKIXOQHVV RI URPDQFH GRHVQ¶W GHWUDFW IURP VDOHV� %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK KDV WKHLU VWRUH VHW
XS LQ VHFWLRQV WKDW DUH HDFK QXPEHUHG� :LWKLQ WKH URPDQFH VHFWLRQ� WKHUH ZDV D ��� VDOHV
LQFUHDVH IURP ���� WR ����� 7KDW QXPEHU GRHV QRW LQFOXGH DOO RI WKH URPDQFH ERRNV WKDW DUHQ¶W
VWDFNHG LQ WKH URPDQFH VHFWLRQ� )RU LQVWDQFH� RQH RI WKH PRVW SRSXODU URPDQFH DXWKRUV ULJKW QRZ�
(PLO\ +HQU\� KDV KHU ERRNV VWDFNHG RQ WKH µ0RVW 3RSXODU¶ WDEOH DW WKH IURQW RI WKH VWRUH� 7KH
ERRNV WKDW DUH VWDFNHG WKHUH DUHQ¶W LQFOXGHG LQ WKHLU VDOHV� %UDEHQHF KDV VHHQ URPDQFH ERRNV RQ
WKDW WDEOH VKH QHYHU WKRXJKW VKH ZRXOG�

³,W
V YHU\ FRRO WR VHH D ZHUHZROI�YDPSLUH URPDQFH QRYHO RQ WKH µERRNV ZH ORYH¶ WDEOH� ZKLFK LV
QRW VRPHWKLQJ , HYHU WKRXJKW ,¶G JHW WR VHH ZKHQ , VWDUWHG HOHYHQ \HDUV DJR�´

5RPDQFH ZDV DOVR DWWULEXWHG WR ����� RI VDOHV ODVW \HDU� $OWKRXJK WKDW QXPEHU PLJKW VHHP
VPDOO� %UDEHQHF VWUHVVHG WKDW LQ WHUPV RI HYHU\WKLQJ WKH\ VHOO� WKDW LV D ODUJH QXPEHU� )RU
UHIHUHQFH� DOO RI WKHLU SDSHUEDFN ILFWLRQ ERRNV� ZKLFK LQFOXGH VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ� P\VWHU\� JHQHUDO
ILFWLRQ� DQG IRUHLJQ ODQJXDJH ILFWLRQ� ZHUH ���� RI VDOHV�

%UDEHQHF UHFRJQL]HV VRPH RI WKH VDOHV UHSUHVHQW D ODUJHU WUHQG LQ SXEOLVKLQJ� ZKLFK LV D VKLIW
IURP PDVV PDUNHW WR WUDGH SDSHUEDFNV ZLWKLQ URPDQFH� 0DVV PDUNHW SDSHUEDFNV DUH W\SLFDOO\
VPDOOHU� RQO\ �[� LQFKHV� ZKHUHDV WUDGH SDSHUEDFNV FDQ UDQJH IURP DQ\ VL]H� W\SLFDOO\ EHLQJ �[�
LQFKHV� 5RPDQFH ZDV KLVWRULFDOO\ PDGH LQ WKH PDVV PDUNHW DV WKH\ DUH VPDOOHU DQG SULFHG ORZHU
WKDQ WUDGH SDSHUEDFNV�

³,W¶V DOVR LQWHUHVWLQJ EHFDXVH RI WKH ZD\ ZH¶YH VHHQ WKDW VKLIW IURP PDVV PDUNHW WR WUDGH� :H VDZ
IURP ���� WR ���� D ��� LQFUHDVH LQ XQLWV VROG� EXW D ��� LQFUHDVH LQ GROODU DPRXQW�´

$V WKH SLRQHHU URPDQFH FXUDWRU DW %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK� %UDEHQHF LV SURXG RI WKHVH VDOHV� 6KH
FDQ¶W KHOS EXW JORDW ZKHQ VKH ZDONV E\ D URPDQFH ERRN VKH SLFNHG RXW IRU WKH VWRUH RQ WKH 7RS
��� ERRNVKHOI E\ FKHFNRXW� $V SHRSOH EURZVH WKURXJK WKH VWDFNV� %UDEHQHF KDV SULGH LQ KHU
OHJDF\ DW %URRNOLQH %RRNVPLWK� HYHQ LI WKDW LV SURYLGLQJ SHRSOH ZLWK D ELW RI HVFDSLVP DQG DQ
DOZD\V KDSS\ HQGLQJ�



)RFXVLQJ 2Q 7KH 6XUYLYRUV� &KLOGUHQ $QG *XQ 9LROHQFH
+RZ -RKQ :RRGURZ &R[ %ULQJV 3HUVSHFWLYH $IWHU 7UDJHG\

%\� 0DJJLH 9DXJKQ

)RU D PDQ ZKR ZULWHV DERXW JXQ YLROHQFH� -RKQ :RRGURZ &R[ VHHPV UHPDUNDEO\ ZHOO�DGMXVWHG�
6LWWLQJ LQ KLV KRPH RIILFH� WKHUH LV DOPRVW QR LQGLFDWLRQ RI ZKDW KH GRHV IRU D OLYLQJ� H[FHSW KLV
ERRN� ³&KLOGUHQ 8QGHU )LUH� $Q $PHULFDQ &ULVLV�´ ZKLFK KH SXEOLVKHG LQ ����� GLVSOD\HG
SURXGO\ RQ WKH ERRNVKHOI EHKLQG KLP�

7KHUH¶V D SLFWXUH RI KLV VRQ� ZKR LV XQGHU D \HDU ROG� QH[W WR LW� ³1RZ , KDYH D EDE\ DQG , GRQ¶W
NQRZ KRZ WKDW ZLOO DIIHFW P\ >ZRUN@�´ VDLG &R[� ³, NQRZ LW ZLOO�´ ,W DOUHDG\ KDV� $IWHU KDYLQJ KLV
VRQ� &R[ VWDUWHG WR WDNH D VWHS EDFN IURP WKH GLUHFW IURQWOLQH RI JXQ YLROHQFH DJDLQVW FKLOGUHQ�

&R[ KDV EHHQ ZULWLQJ DERXW WKH VDPH WRSLF IRU �� \HDUV� ZKLFK LV KDUG WR EHOLHYH DV KH ORRNV
\RXQJ WR KDYH WKDW FRQVLVWHQW ORQJHYLW\� ZLWK VKRUW EURZQ KDLU DQG D VFUXII WKDW
V ODFNLQJ JUD\V�
+H KDV VSHQW KLV WLPH IRFXVLQJ VSHFLILFDOO\ RQ KRZ FKLOGUHQ DUH LPSDFWHG E\ JXQ YLROHQFH�
ZKHWKHU WKDW EH VFKRRO VKRRWLQJV� DFFLGHQWV FDXVHG E\ V\VWHPLF LQMXVWLFHV ZLWKLQ FRPPXQLWLHV� RU
IUHDN LQFLGHQWV� 7KH WUDJHG\ RI WKLV WRSLF GRHVQ¶W VHHP VXVWDLQDEOH IRU D SHUVRQ� \HW &R[ NHHSV
FRPLQJ EDFN�

³3HRSOH DOZD\V WKLQN WKDW JXQ YLROHQFH LV P\ EHDW�´ VDLG &R[� ³%XW WHFKQLFDOO\ LW
V QRW� ,W¶V MXVW D
WKLQJ , NHHS FKRRVLQJ WR GR \HDU DIWHU \HDU� $W WKH HQG RI HYHU\ \HDU� , WKLQN� µ2ND\� WKLV LV JRLQJ
WR EH LW� ,¶P JRQQD JR GR VRPHWKLQJ HOVH�¶ %XW LW MXVW FRQWLQXHV WR EH D WKLQJ , IHHO OLNH , KDYH D
OLWWOH ELW PRUH WR VD\�´

&R[ GLGQ¶W ILQG WKLV UHSRUWLQJ QLFKH XQWLO ODWHU LQ KLV FDUHHU� 6SHDNLQJ WR %RVWRQ &ROOHJH VWXGHQWV
HQDPRUHG ZLWK KLV VWRU\� KH H[SODLQHG KRZ KH VDW LQ D FODVVURRP DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI )ORULGD� KLV
DOPD PDWHU� VHW XS LQ WKH VDPH VKDSH DV WKHLUV DQG IHOO LQ ORYH ZLWK MRXUQDOLVP� MXVW DV WKHVH
MRXUQDOLVP PLQRUV KDG� +H H[SODLQHG WKDW KH VWDUWHG DW D WLQ\ QHZVSDSHU FDOOHG WKH 9DOOH\ 1HZV LQ
1HZ +DPSVKLUH ZKHUH KH VSHQW KLV WLPH FRYHULQJ WRZQ KDOO PHHWLQJV� SRNLQJ IXQ DW D FRXQFLO
PHPEHU ZKR IHOO DVOHHS GXULQJ D YRWH�

)URP WKHUH� KH ZHQW WR JHW D 0DVWHU RI %XVLQHVV DV D EDFNXS SODQ ZKLOH KH ZDWFKHG WKH
MRXUQDOLVP LQGXVWU\ VXIIHU LQ WKH ���� UHFHVVLRQ� $IWHU WKDW� KH ZHQW WR ZRUN DW WKH 7DPSD %D\
7LPHV� FRYHULQJ VWRULHV IURP VWULS FOXEV WR D KRD[ RI D ER\ ZKR VXSSRVHGO\ FUDZOHG LQWR D
EDOORRQ DQG IORDWHG DZD\� ZKHQ LQ UHDOLW\ WKH VRQ ZDV KLGLQJ DW KRPH� +H IRXQG KLPVHOI DW 7KH
:DVKLQJWRQ 3RVW� DIWHU PRQWKV RI LQWHUYLHZV�

+H DQFKRUHG WKH -DQXDU\ �WK� ���� FRYHUDJH IRU 7KH :DVKLQJWRQ 3RVW VLWWLQJ LQ WKH EDFN RI KLV
FDU ZLWK KLV SDUHQWV LQ WKH IURQW VHDW� OLNH D WHHQDJHU ZKR GRHVQ¶W KDYH KLV OLFHQVH \HW� ,QVWHDG RI

https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2023/02/14/oxford-high-michigan-state-shooting-survivor/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/local/2017/04/20/tyshaun/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/interactive/2021/dc-kids-shooting-victims-guns/?itid=ap_johnwoodrowcox
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/2011/02/07/balloon-boy-family-seeks-a-fresh-start-in-spring-hill/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trump-supporters-storm-capitol-dc/2021/01/06/58afc0b8-504b-11eb-83e3-322644d82356_story.html


ZDLWLQJ WR EH GURSSHG RII DW D IULHQG
V KRXVH� KH ZDV VKDSLQJ WKH ZD\ $PHULFD YLHZV WKH
LQVXUUHFWLRQ�

$OWKRXJK KH LV QRZ ZHOO NQRZQ IRU KLV HPSDWKHWLF FRYHUDJH RI FKLOGUHQ DIIHFWHG E\ JXQ
YLROHQFH� KH RQO\ EHJDQ ZULWLQJ ORQJ�IRUP SLHFHV ZKHQ KH FRYHUHG FKLOGUHQ ZKR DUH ERUQ ZLWK
+,9 DQG WKH MRXUQH\ RI ILQGLQJ RXW ZKDW WKDW PHDQV DQG KRZ WR OLYH ZLWK LW�

&R[¶V HGLWRU SRLQWHG RXW WKH JUDFH RI ZKLFK KH ZDV DEOH WR ZULWH DERXW WKLV GLIILFXOW VXEMHFW� +LV
HGLWRU VXJJHVWHG ZULWLQJ DERXW FKLOGUHQ ZKR KDG H[SHULHQFHG YLROHQFH WKURXJK WKHLU H\HV� ZKLFK
&R[ GLVFRYHUHG KH QHHGHG WR QDUURZ GRZQ�

:ULWLQJ DERXW 7\VKDXQ 0F3KDWWHU KHOSHG KLP GLYH GHHSHU LQWR WKLV FDOOLQJ� 7\VKDXQ¶V IDWKHU KDG
EHHQ VKRW DQG NLOOHG E\ D ORFDO JDQJ ULJKW RXWVLGH RI KLV VFKRRO� +H ZDV LQ WKLUG JUDGH� ,Q KLV
QHLJKERUKRRG� WKLV ZDVQ¶W DQ XQFRPPRQ H[SHULHQFH�

:KHQ &R[ VKDGRZHG 7\VKDXQ� KH UHWXUQHG WR VFKRRO ZLWK KLP� +H QRWLFHG DQ DFWLYLW\ ZKHUH
FKLOGUHQ DQVZHUHG ³:KDW PDNHV \RX VDG DERXW \RXU QHLJKERUKRRG"´ E\ GUDZLQJ D SLFWXUH RQ D
&DW DQG WKH +DW FDUGERDUG FXWRXW�

³$OO , VDZ ZHUH WKHVH LQFUHGLEO\ JUDSKLF VFHQHV RI YLROHQFH�´ &R[ VDLG� ³3HRSOH EHLQJ VKRW WR
GHDWK DQG JUDYHV DQG IXQHUDOV� 7KHVH ZHUH QRW LPDJLQHG� 7KH\ ZHUHQ¶W VFHQHV WKH\ ZHUH
LQYHQWLQJ� 7KHVH ZHUH WKHLU OLYHG H[SHULHQFHV�´

7KHVH FKLOGUHQ ZHUH ZLWQHVVHV WR EUXWDO DQG JURWHVTXH YLROHQFH WKDW VXUURXQGHG WKHP� 7\VKDXQ
ZDV MXVW RQH RI PDQ\ RI WKHVH FKLOGUHQ�

&KLOGUHQ ZKR ZLWQHVV WKHVH DFWV RI YLROHQFH DUH RIWHQ IRUJRWWHQ DERXW� 7KH\ DUH OLYLQJ LQ D
YLROHQW FRPPXQLW\ ZKHUH GHDWK DQG JULHI DUH HYHU\ZKHUH DQG QR RQH LV GRLQJ DQ\WKLQJ WR VWRS LW
RU KHOS WKHP� 1R RQH LV DVNLQJ WKHP KRZ WKH\ DUH� ([FHSW &R[�

³1RQH RI WKHVH NLGV ZHUH FRQVLGHUHG YLFWLPV RI DQ\WKLQJ OHJDOO\�´ KH WROG WKH MRXUQDOLVP FODVV
IXOO RI VHQLRUV� ³7KH\ ZHUHQ¶W YLFWLPV RI DQ\WKLQJ�´

$OWKRXJK WKDW PD\ EH WUXH XQGHU WKH ODZ� &R[ IHOW GLIIHUHQWO\�

³7KLV ZDV WKH PRPHQW ZKHUH , ZDV OLNH µ2K� ZH GRQ¶W XQGHUVWDQG JXQ YLROHQFH LQ $PHULFD�¶ ,W¶V
QRW KXQGUHGV RI YLFWLPV RU HYHQ WKRXVDQGV«´ VDLG &R[� ³7KHUH DUH OLWHUDOO\ PLOOLRQV RI SHRSOH
ZKRVH OLYHV DUH IXQGDPHQWDOO\ VKDSHG E\ JXQ YLROHQFH� DQG WKDW LV HVSHFLDOO\ WUXH IRU NLGV�´

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/telling-jj-a-year-after-learning-she-has-hiv-an-11-year-old-has-a-breakthrough/2016/08/26/20ee3adc-6b09-11e6-ba32-5a4bf5aad4fa_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/telling-jj-a-year-after-learning-she-has-hiv-an-11-year-old-has-a-breakthrough/2016/08/26/20ee3adc-6b09-11e6-ba32-5a4bf5aad4fa_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/local/2017/04/20/tyshaun/


7KLV FDWDSXOWHG &R[ LQWR FRYHUDJH RI DOO WKDW KDSSHQV ZKHQ WKH EX]] VXUURXQGLQJ D VKRRWLQJ
ZLWKHUV DZD\� +H EHJDQ IROORZLQJ VFKRRO VKRRWLQJV DQG JXQ YLROHQFH LQVWDQFHV LQYROYLQJ
FKLOGUHQ� +LV MRE LV WR QRZ EHDU ZLWQHVV WR WKHLU VXIIHULQJ� WR ZKDW KDSSHQV DIWHU WKH QHZV WUXFNV
SXOO DZD\ DQG VFKRRO VWDUWV XS DJDLQ� +H ZDV WKHUH ZHHNV ODWHU ZKHQ WKH NLGV FRXOGQ¶W IDOO DVOHHS
DW QLJKW ZLWKRXW WKHLU SDUHQWV LQ WKHLU EHGV RU ZKHQ VRPHRQH GURSSHG VRPHWKLQJ DQG VHQW WKHP
FRZHULQJ XQGHU WKHLU GHVNV�

,Q DQ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK 135� &R[ GLVFXVVHG KRZ KH YLHZHG FKLOGUHQ¶V UHVLOLHQFH LQ WKHVH PRPHQWV�
,W
V HDV\ WR UHDG WKH QDUUDWLYHV &R[ VKDUHV DQG FRPPHQG WKH FKLOGUHQ IRU WKHLU VWUHQJWK� 7R ORRN DW
WKHP DV LQVSLUDWLRQ� %XW FKLOGUHQ� &R[ NQRZV� DUH PRUH WKDQ WKDW�

³<RX NQRZ� WKDW LV D SKUDVH WKDW ,
YH FRPH WR GHVSLVH� WKDW FKLOGUHQ DUH UHVLOLHQW EHFDXVH , WKLQN
LW
V D ZD\ IRU DGXOWV WR EH GLVPLVVLYH RI ZKDW FKLOGUHQ KDYH JRQH WKURXJK«´ VDLG &R[� ³7KRVH
FKLOGUHQ DUH GHHSO\ DIIHFWHG E\ ZKDW WKH\ HQGXUH� 7KH\
YH VRLOHG WKHPVHOYHV� 7KH\
YH ZHSW�
7KH\
YH WH[WHG WKHLU SDUHQWV JRRGE\H�´

,QVWHDG RI GLVPLVVLQJ WKHVH H[SHULHQFHV RQFH WKH UXVK WR UHSRUW IDGHV DQG WKH QH[W VFKRRO
VKRRWLQJ WDNHV RYHU WKH KHDGOLQHV� &R[ LV LQYHVWHG LQ GRLQJ PRUH�

:KHQ WKH VKRRWLQJ DW D 8YDOGH HOHPHQWDU\ VFKRRO WRRN SODFH� KH GHFLGHG KH ZRXOGQ¶W JR ZKHQ
WKH VKRRWLQJ ILUVW KDSSHQHG� +H ZDLWHG WKUHH ZHHNV� +H IHOW DV WKRXJK KH GLGQ¶W ZDQW WR DGG IXHO
WR WKH ILUH DQG PDNH WKHVH IDPLOLHV
 OLYHV KDUGHU�

³,¶P QRW JRLQJ >WKH ILUVW IHZ GD\V@ EHFDXVH DW WKLV VWDJH�´ VDLG &R[� ³, GRQ¶W ZDQW WR EH D SDUW RI
WKH VFUXP RI SHRSOH DOO WU\LQJ WR JHW WKH VDPH WKLQJ DQG DOO KDUDVVLQJ WKH VDPH SHRSOH DQG
NQRFNLQJ RQ WKH VDPH GRRUV�´

:KHUH RWKHUV ZHUH UDFLQJ WR WKH KRPHV RI IDPLOLHV LQYROYHG� &R[ DUULYHG DQG UHDOL]HG QR RQH
ZDV FRYHULQJ WKH SHUVRQDO H[SHULHQFHV LQ WKH DIWHUPDWK RI WKH YLROHQFH� 2QFH WKH GXVW VHWWOHV DQG
WKH UHSRUWHUV OHDYH� WKHVH SHRSOH DUH OHIW ZLWK WKHLU OLYHV FRPSOHWHO\ FKDQJHG DQG QR RQH WR OLVWHQ
WR WKHP�

+H PHW &DLWO\QH *RQ]DOHV� D JLUO ZKR KDG H[SHULHQFHG WKH VKRRWLQJ DQG ORVW KHU EHVW IULHQG� 6KH
ZDV RQO\ �� \HDUV ROG DW WKH WLPH� 7KH ILUVW WLPH KH PHW KHU VKH ZDQWHG WR VLW KLP GRZQ DQG WHOO
KLP WKH HQWLUH VWRU\�

:KLOH SURILOLQJ &DLWO\QH� LW EHFDPH REYLRXV WKDW &R[ ZRXOG KDYH WR UHLWHUDWH WKH IDFW WKDW VKH
ZDV D FKLOG� :LWK VWRULHV OLNH KHUV� LW
V HDV\ WR KHDU ZKDW FKLOGUHQ H[SHULHQFHG DQG WU\ WR SXVK
DZD\ KRZ \RXQJ WKH\ UHDOO\ DUH� ,QVWHDG� &R[ VWUHVVHG WKDW \RXWK� D SRLQW LQWHJUDO LQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH HSLGHPLF RI WKLV LVVXH�

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/newport-news-school-shooting/2021/09/20/d3121ac4-1a2e-11ec-a99a-5fea2b2da34b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/03/29/children-under-fire-excerpt/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/03/29/children-under-fire-excerpt/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/27/1101837159/the-trauma-of-gun-violence-affects-all-children-not-just-the-ones-who-were-there
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/10/24/uvalde-survivor-caitlyne-gonzales-victims/


³:H
UH YHU\ LQWHQWLRQDO DERXW XV WR QRW JR WRR ORQJ ZLWKRXW UHPLQGLQJ WKH UHDGHU WKDW WKLV LV D
FKLOG EHFDXVH LW
V UHDOO\ HDV\ WR LGHQWLI\ YLFWLPV RI JXQ YLROHQFH� HVSHFLDOO\ FKLOGUHQ RI FRORU�´
VDLG &R[� ³7KHUH
V MXVW OLNH WKLV QDWXUDO LQVWLQFW WR� DQG , WKLQN� HVSHFLDOO\ ZLWK D NLG OLNH &DLWO\QH�
6KH ZDV VR VPDUW�´

&DLWO\Q ZDQWHG WR WHOO KHU VWRU\� PXFK OLNH RWKHU NLGV WKDW &R[ LQWHUYLHZV� 7KH\ ZDQW WR EH VHHQ
DQG XQGHUVWRRG QRW MXVW EHFDXVH RI ZKDW KDSSHQHG WR WKHP EXW GHVSLWH LW� 7KH\¶UH VWLOO NLGV ZLWK
WKHLU IDYRULWH WR\V� EXW WKH\ DOVR VSHDN WR &RQJUHVV DQG SURWHVW DW DQWL�JXQ YLROHQFH UDOOLHV RQ WKH
ZHHNHQGV� &DLWO\Q DOVR JRHV WR SOD\ DW KHU EHVW IULHQG
V JUDYH� LQVWHDG RI KDYLQJ D SOD\GDWH�

&R[ JLYHV WKHP D VSDFH WR WHOO WKRVH VWRULHV� WR EH XQGHUVWRRG DIWHU WKH KHDW RI WKH JXQ YLROHQFH
JURZV FROG� +H UHPLQGV $PHULFD WKDW WKHVH DUH LWV FKLOGUHQ DQG WKDW ZH¶UH IDLOLQJ WKHP� QRW RQO\
OHWWLQJ WKHP GLH EXW DOORZLQJ NLGV WR EH VWULSSHG RI WKHLU FKLOGKRRG� %HIRUH� QR RQH ZDV OLVWHQLQJ�
LJQRULQJ WKH LPSDFW WKLV WUDXPD KDV KDG RQ WKHP� 1RZ� &R[ LV LQWHQWO\ WU\LQJ WR XQGHUVWDQG�

³7KH WUXWK LV WKDW QR PDWWHU KRZ ROG \RX DUH�´ VDLG &R[� ³SHRSOH DUH VR GHVSHUDWH WR EH KHDUG�´



$QQDEHO 0RQDJKDQ� 7KH $FFLGHQWDO 5RPDQFH $XWKRU
+RZ 2QH :RPDQ 7XUQHG +HU &KLOGKRRG 'UHDP ,QWR $ �6RUW 2I� 5HDOLW\

%\ 0DJJLH 9DXJKQ

6RPHWLPHV EHFRPLQJ D URPDQFH DXWKRU VWDUWV LQ WKH PRVW XQOLNHO\ SODFHV� 5DWKHU WKDQ VLWWLQJ
GRZQ DW D W\SHZULWHU ZLWK D FXS RI WHD LQ D FRWWDJH� $QQDEHO 0RQDJKDQ¶V SDWK WR EHFRPLQJ D
VXFFHVVIXO DXWKRU EHJDQ ZLWK D IHZ \HDUV RI ZRUNLQJ LQ LQYHVWPHQW EDQNLQJ�

0RQDJKDQ QHYHU GRXEWHG KHU SDVVLRQ IRU ZULWLQJ� 6KH ZURWH VWRULHV DV D OLWWOH NLG� EHFDPH D
VWHOODU (QJOLVK VWXGHQW WKURXJKRXW VFKRRO� DQG FKRVH KHU FROOHJH� 'XNH 8QLYHUVLW\� EHFDXVH RI LWV
H[FHSWLRQDO ZULWLQJ SURJUDP� <HW RQFH WKH IDQWDVWLFDO URPDQWLFLVP RI EHFRPLQJ D ZULWHU PHOWHG
DZD\ DQG WKH µUHDO¶ ZRUOG FUHSW LQ� VKH VDZ VKH ZDV QHYHU WDXJKW KRZ WR PRQHWL]H KHU WDOHQW�

³, UHDOL]H , GLGQ¶W XQGHUVWDQG WKH HFRQRPLFV RI EHLQJ D ZULWHU�´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ� ³<RX FRXOGQ¶W JR
JHW D MRE ZULWLQJ LQ DQ RIILFH� 7KDW ZDVQ¶W D WKLQJ� $OO P\ IULHQGV ZHUH PRYLQJ WR 1HZ <RUN &LW\
DQG , ZDV OLNH µ2K� ,¶P QRW JRLQJ WR EH DEOH WR DIIRUG IRRG�¶´

6KH IRXQG KHUVHOI DW *ROGPDQ 6DFKV RQFH UHDOLW\ KLW� DQG DIWHU ZRUNLQJ WKHUH IRU WZR \HDUV� VKH
ZHQW IRU KHU 0%$ DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 3HQQV\OYDQLD
V :KDUWRQ %XVLQHVV 6FKRRO� 6KH FRQYLQFHG
KHUVHOI KHU ZULWLQJ FDUHHU ZDV MXVW D FKLOGKRRG GUHDP VKH ZDV OHWWLQJ JR RI�

³, MXVW KDG WKLV IHHOLQJ WKDW ZDV D FXWH GUHDP , KDG DV D NLG WKDW ZDV LPSUREDEOH� $QG VR , JDYH
XS� , GLGQ¶W GR DQ\ ZULWLQJ DW DOO� , ZRUNHG ODWH DQG VOHSW ZKLOH , FRXOG� ,W ZDV D ZULWLQJ
ZDVWHODQG�´

+HU H[LW IURP LQYHVWPHQW EDQNLQJ OHG KHU WR KHU QH[W MRE� PRWKHUKRRG� 7KDW¶V ZKHQ 0RQDJKDQ
UHGLVFRYHUHG KHU ROG ORYH DQG EHJDQ ZULWLQJ DJDLQ DW DJH ��� 6KH VWDUWHG LQ WKH <RXQJ $GXOW
JHQUH� ZLWK KHU ILUVW ERRN ³$ *LUO 1DPHG 'LJLW´ LQ ���� DQG ³'RXEOH 'LJLW´ LQ ����� %RWK
ERRNV IROORZ 'LJLW� D JHHN\ JHQLXV ZKR KLGHV KHU VPDUWV WR ILW LQ ZLWK WKH SRSXODU FURZG� ,Q WKH
ILUVW ERRN� VKH FUDFNV D WHUURULVW¶V QXPEHU VHTXHQFH DQG JHWV WKURZQ LQWR DQ )%, LQYHVWLJDWLRQ
GXULQJ KHU VHQLRU \HDU RI KLJK VFKRRO� 7KH VHFRQG ERRN IROORZV 'LJLW WR 0,7 ZKHUH VKH JHWV LQWR
PRUH WURXEOH�

%HWZHHQ WKH DJHV RI �� DQG ��� VKH ZURWH WKRVH WZR ERRNV DQG D ELZHHNO\ FROXPQ WKDW IRFXVHV
RQ VKRUW SHUVRQDO VWRULHV� 6KH IRXQG KHU ZD\ WR ³1RUD *RHV 2II 6FULSW�´ KHU ZLGHO\ VXFFHVVIXO
DGXOW URPDQFH QRYHO LQ ����� IROORZHG TXLFNO\ E\ ³6DPH 7LPH 1H[W 6XPPHU´ LQ ����� ,Q -XQH
����� VKH ZLOO UHOHDVH KHU �UG URPDQFH ERRN LQ WKUHH \HDUV� ³6XPPHU 5RPDQFH�´

2Q WKH RWKHU HQG RI WKH SKRQH� 0RQDJKDQ VDW LQ KHU TXLHW KRPH RIILFH� ORFDWHG LQ D VXEXUE
RXWVLGH RI 1HZ <RUN &LW\� WR HVFDSH WKH QRLVH RI KHU EXV\ KRXVH IXOO RI SDLQWHUV DQG EDUNLQJ

https://annabelmonaghan.com/column/blog/


GRJV� 0RQDJKDQ¶V EORQGH KDLU� ORQJ GUHVVHV� DQG VSDUNO\ VPLOH PD\ OHDG SHRSOH WR DVVXPH VKH
DOZD\V ZDQWHG WR ZULWH URPDQFH� %XW WKDW¶V QRW WKH FDVH�

6KH KDG QHYHU UHDG URPDQFH EHIRUH SXEOLVKLQJ ³1RUD *RHV 2II 6FULSW�´ VKRFNLQJ WR WKH URPDQFH
FRPPXQLW\ ZKR GHYRXU WKHLU ERRNV OLNH WKH\¶UH ELQJH�ZDWFKLQJ D 79 VKRZ� 6KH QHYHU NQHZ
ZKDW D WURSH ZDV XQWLO SHRSOH EHJDQ WR FDWHJRUL]H KHU VWRULHV� 7\SLFDOO\ ZLWKLQ URPDQFH� D WURSH
UHIHUV WR D VSHFLILF SORW GHYLFH XVHG DFURVV WKH JHQUH�

³, GRQ¶W UHDG URPDQFH� RND\�´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ� ³, QHYHU VHW RXW WR ZULWH URPDQFH� 6R ,¶P FRPLQJ
DW WKLV LQ D UHDOO\ EDFNZDUG ZD\�´

$W KHU ILUVW PDUNHWLQJ PHHWLQJ IRU ³1RUD *RHV 2II 6FULSW�´ VL[ PRQWKV EHIRUH WKH ERRN ZDV
UHOHDVHG� KHU WHDP WROG KHU WKH\ ZRXOG PDUNHW LW DV ERWK ZRPHQ¶V ILFWLRQ DQG URPDQFH� 7KH\
ZRXOG VHH ZKLFK FRPPXQLW\ DGRSWHG LW� 5RPDQFH WRRN LW DQG 0RQDJKDQ ZDV VXGGHQO\ D
URPDQFH ZULWHU�

2QFH WKH ERRN ZDV SXEOLVKHG DQG VKH ZDV WKURZQ LQWR WKH JHQUH� 0RQDJKDQ¶V RQO\ UHIHUHQFHV
ZHUH IURP WKH URPDQFH PRYLHV VKH JUHZ XS ZDWFKLQJ� 3HRSOH ZRXOG WHOO KHU WKLQJV DERXW KHU
ERRN VKH GLGQ¶W HYHQ UHDOL]H ZKLOH ZULWLQJ LW�

³, VHH DOO WKHVH SHRSOH� µ2K� LW¶V WKH WURSH RI D IDPRXV SHUVRQ� UHJXODU SHUVRQ�¶ DQG ,¶P ORRNLQJ
WKDW XS WR VHH ZKDW LW PHDQV�´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ� ³%XW QRZ DV D SHUVRQ ZKR JUHZ XS ZDWFKLQJ
URP�FRPV� , XQGHUVWDQG ZKDW D WURSH LV´

+HU IDYRULWH WURSH" )DNH GDWLQJ� ZKHUH WZR FKDUDFWHUV SUHWHQG WR GDWH� PD\EH WR PDNH DQ H[
MHDORXV� RU WR JHW D MRE WKH\ ZDQW� EXW HQG XS UHDO GDWLQJ� 2QFH VKH NQHZ ZKDW WURSHV ZHUH� VKH
ZDV DEOH WR VHH WKHP LQ SLHFHV RI ZRUN VKH DOUHDG\ ORYHG�

³/LNH LQ WKH PRYLH ZLWK 5\DQ 5H\QROGV DQG 6DQGUD %XOORFN� µ7KH 3URSRVDO¶ , ORYH WKDW PRYLH�´

:KLOH PRVW SHRSOH JR WR WKH EHDFK DQG VQDJ D FDUWRRQ�FRYHUHG URPDQFH ERRN WR GHYRXU LQ D GD\�
XVLQJ IOXII\ ORYH DV D IRUP RI JLGG\ HVFDSLVP WKDW EULQJV WKHP SHDFH DV WKH ZDYHV ZDVK RQ WKH
EHDFK� 0RQDJKDQ SLFNV VRPHWKLQJ GLIIHUHQW�

³,¶P WKH SHUVRQ HYHU\ERG\ FDOOV IRU D EOXUE«´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ� ³6R \HDK� , UHDG WKHP QRZ� %XW
ZKHQ LW¶V P\ WLPH WR EH RQ YDFDWLRQ DQG UHDG D ERRN , SLFN XS VRPH WKULOOHU ZLWK D GHDG ERG\�
/LNH , ORYH D GHDG ERG\�´

https://www.oed.com/dictionary/trope_n?tab=meaning_and_use#17639554


0RQDJKDQ¶V ZRUN LV RQH RI KXQGUHGV RI RWKHUV LQ WKH JHQUH DV URPDQFH KDV LWV PRPHQW� 'HVSLWH
WKH GHFUHDVH LQ SDSHUEDFN ERRN VDOHV� URPDQFH VDOHV LQFUHDVHG E\ ��� LQ ����� 7KHUH ZHUH
QHDUO\ �� PLOOLRQ XQLWV RI URPDQFH ERRNV VROG LQ ����� ZKLFK LV D SHDN VLQFH �����

*RRGUHDGV� D SRSXODU ERRN�UHYLHZLQJ DSS� KDV WKRXVDQGV RI UHYLHZV IRU 0RQDJKDQ¶V QRYHOV� )RU
UHYLHZV XQGHU ³6DPH 7LPH 1H[W 6XPPHU�´ WKHUH DUH PXOWLSOH FRPSDULVRQV WR &KULVWLQD /DXUHQ¶V
³/RYH DQG 2WKHU :RUGV�´ D ERRN ZLWK D VLPLODU VHFRQG�FKDQFH WHHQDJH UHODWLRQVKLS WXUQHG DGXOW
ORYHUV SORW OLQH�

7KH FRPSDULVRQV GRQ¶W ERWKHU 0RQDJKDQ� 7KHUH DUH WKH ELJ URPDQFH SOD\HUV� (PLO\ +HQU\�
&ROOHHQ +RRYHU� DQG $OL +D]HOZRRG� ZKRP 0RQDJKDQ LVQ¶W WU\LQJ WR FRPSHWH ZLWK� 6KH ZULWHV
KHU RZQ VWRULHV DQG IHHOV FRPSOLPHQWHG E\ DQ\ FRPSDULVRQV� QRW WKUHDWHQHG� ,QVWHDG RI
FRPSHWLQJ VKH IHHOV WKDW WKHVH URPDQFH DXWKRUV DOO KHOS HDFK RWKHU E\ SURGXFLQJ ERRNV UHDGHUV
ZDQW WR UHDG�

³,W¶V QRW OLNH ZLWK FDUV � SHRSOH EX\ PRUH WKDQ RQH ERRN�´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ ³6R LI \RX UHGLVFRYHU
URPFRPV� \RX¶UH JRLQJ WR LPPHGLDWHO\ ZDQW WR UHDG DQRWKHU RQH� 6R ZH DOO VRUW RI KHOS HDFK
RWKHU RXW EHFDXVH WKH EHWWHU RQH ZULWHU GRHV WKH EHWWHU ZH DOO GR�´

7KH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ KHU ERRNV DQG WKH RWKHU ELJ ZULWHUV" +HUV KDYH OLWWOH VSLFH� D ERRN
FRPPXQLW\ WHUP IRU VH[� ZKLOH PDQ\ RI WKH RWKHU SRSXODU URPDQFH QRYHOV DUH GULSSLQJ LQ VPXW
VFHQHV�

7KH SXEOLF SHUFHSWLRQ RI URPDQFH DQG VH[ LV WKDW \RX FDQ¶W KDYH RQH ZLWKRXW WKH RWKHU� 7R KDYH
URPDQFH LV WR KDYH JUDSKLF� VWHDP\� DQG GHWDLOHG VH[ VFHQHV EHWZHHQ WKH WZR ORYH LQWHUHVWV� %XW
WKDW LVQ¶W WKH RQO\ ZD\ WR KDYH D ZHOO�URXQGHG ORYH VWRU\ WKDW IHHOV LQWLPDWH�

$IWHU WKH ILUVW URXQG RI HGLWV RQ �1RUD *RHV 2II 6FULSW�´ 0RQDJKDQ¶V HGLWRU UHDOL]HG WKHUH ZDV QR
VH[ LQ WKH QRYHO DQG WROG KHU VKH KDG WR VLW GRZQ DQG ZULWH VRPH�

³,Q >P\ HGLWRU¶V@ ILUVW HGLWRULDO OHWWHU VKH¶V OLNH µ:DLW� WKHUH¶V QR VH[� <RX¶UH JRLQJ WR ZULWH VRPH
VH[�¶´

,W WRRN 0RQDJKDQ WKUHH ZHHNV RI DWWHPSWLQJ WR ZULWH RQH VLQJOH VH[ VFHQH� ,W MXVW GLGQ¶W IHHO ULJKW
WR KHU� 0RQDJKDQ KDV RSWHG IRU WKH IDGH�WR�EODFN VFHQHV� ZKHUH FKDUDFWHUV DUH LPSOLHG WR EH
KDYLQJ VH[ EXW LW LVQ¶W GHVFULEHG LQ HSLF GHWDLO�

³,W WXUQV RXW WKHUH DUH WZR ZD\V WR GR LW�´ VDLG 0RQDJKDQ� ³,W¶V HLWKHU \RX KDYH ERG\ SDUWV GRLQJ
D WKLQJ ULJKW" 2U \RX KDYH WKH IHHO RI LW� ULJKW" :KLFK LV ZKDW LW
V OLNH ZKHQ WKH\
UH WRJHWKHU�´

https://www.npr.org/2023/06/02/1179850128/even-as-overall-book-sales-are-declining-romance-novels-are-on-the-rise
https://www.wgbh.org/culture/2023-02-14/why-the-love-for-romance-novels-is-on-the-rise-according-to-their-authors
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/62562931


,W LV DOZD\V VDLG WKDW VH[ VHOOV� DQG WKDW FHUWDLQO\ LQFOXGHV URPDQFH QRYHOV� EXW 0RQDJKDQ IRXQG
WKDW WKHUH¶V D PDUNHW IRU SHRSOH ZKR DUH QRW LQWHUHVWHG LQ UHDGLQJ VH[ VFHQHV� 5HDGHUV OLNH KHU
ERRNV EHFDXVH WKH\ IDGH WR EODFN� 7KH\ JHW WKH VDPH IHHOLQJ RI LQWLPDF\ EHWZHHQ WKH FKDUDFWHUV
ZKLOH DYRLGLQJ WKH� VRPHWLPHV DGPLWWHGO\� FUD]\ VH[�

2QH ,QVWDJUDP ERRN UHYLHZHU� #EULWWDQ\UHDGVE��NV� VSRNH VSHFLILFDOO\ DERXW KRZ WKH ODFN RI
VH[ LV ZKDW PDGH KHU OLNH �1RUD *RHV 2II 6FULSW�´ ,Q KHU UHYLHZ� VKH HYHQ ZHQW DV IDU DV WR FDOO
RXW RWKHU URPDQFH ERRNV VKH UHDG WKDW ZHUH ILOOHG ZLWK VPXW� ZKLFK PDGH KHU GLVOLNH URPDQFH DV
D JHQUH�

³7KH PRUH , UHDG� WKH PRUH , UHDOL]H WKDW WKH URPDQFH JHQUH UHDOO\ LVQ¶W IRU PH�´ VDLG %ULWWDQ\� ³,
XVXDOO\ ILQG LW VR FULQJ\ DQG XQUHDOLVWLF WKDW , MXVW GRQ¶W FDUH� ,W ZDV UHIUHVKLQJ WR UHDG D URPDQFH
WKDW ZDVQ¶W WRR RYHU WKH WRS RU VPXWW\�´

6KH UDWHG WKH ERRN IRXU RXW RI ILYH VWDUV DQG VDLG WR UHDG LW LI \RX OLNH WR ³UHDG D URPDQFH ZLWKRXW
IOLSSLQJ WKURXJK ��� SDJHV RI VPXW�´

0RQDJKDQ KDV IRXQG KHU DXGLHQFH� DQG WKH\¶UH QRW MXVW UHDGHUV RQ *RRG5HDGV RU VRFLDO PHGLD�
&HOHEUDWHG 1HZ <RUN 7LPHV %HVW 6HOOLQJ DXWKRU� EORJJHU ZLWK ����N IROORZHUV� DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ
SRGFDVW KRVW� DQG ERRNVWRUH RZQHU =LEE\ 2ZHQV ORYHV 0RQDJKDQ WRR�

³$QQDEHO LV D JHQLXV�´ 2ZHQV VDLG� ³,¶YH EHHQ UHDGLQJ KHU ZRUN VLQFH µ'RHV 7KLV 9ROYR 0DNH
0\ %XWW /RRN %LJ¶ DQG VKH NHHSV JHWWLQJ EHWWHU� , FUDYH KHU ZRUN� 6KH¶V RQO\ JRLQJ WR JHW ELJJHU
DQG ELJJHU�´

'HVSLWH WKH FHOHEUDWLRQ E\ PDQ\� URPDQFH DV D JHQUH KDV D EDG UHSXWDWLRQ� 5RPDQFH DXWKRUV DUH
EUDQGHG DV µXQVHULRXV¶ E\ FULWLFV EHFDXVH RI WKH VH[ VFHQHV DQG WKH DXGLHQFH RI PRVWO\ ZRPHQ�
$OWKRXJK WKLV LV VKLIWLQJ DV URPDQFH ERRNV URFNHW LQ SRSXODULW\ DQG SHRSOH DUH PRUH RSHQ DERXW
UHDGLQJ WKHP� 0RQDJKDQ KDV QHYHU OHW WKDW ERWKHU KHU�

³, WKLQN WKDW¶V ZKHQ \RX ODXJK DOO WKH ZD\ WR WKH EDQN� ULJKW"´

0RQDJKDQ LV FRPSOHWHO\ FRQWHQW ZLWK KHU VWDWXV DV DQ DXWKRU� +HU FDUHHU LV ULJKW ZKHUH VKH
DOZD\V ZDQWHG LW WR EH� DIWHU \HDUV RI ZRUNLQJ LQ EXVLQHVV� OHWWLQJ JR RI KHU FKLOGKRRG GUHDP� DQG
ILQDOO\ UHGLVFRYHULQJ LW�

³, MXVW ZDQW WR NHHS GRLQJ WKLV XQWLO , GLH�´

https://www.instagram.com/brittanyreadsb00ks/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpVH2wXrhOK/
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How do you write about a guy on campus who 
seems to have it all? UGBC President, Orienta-
tion Leader, Arrupe participant, APPA lead, and 
generally accomplished Lubens Benjamin has 
taken “!e Company We Keep” to another level. 
Not only is he the most well-known person on 
campus, but he can back it up too. 

Sitting down with Benjamin to discuss his ex-
perience with relationships at BC, I didn’t really 
know what to expect. Maybe there was a hidden 
struggle? Loneliness beneath all the populari-
ty? For the guy who can’t walk through Gasson 
quad without being stopped, I was thinking 
that maybe it hasn’t been so easy for him and he 
struggles with friends just like the rest of us? 

Not to say he hasn’t struggled, we all go through 
hard times in college with everything we have going on 
these days, but Lubens is one of the lucky few who has 
had the same friends since Orientation. 

When I asked who his "rst friend was at BC he 
laughed and said “!is is Awesome. Guess”. I laughed 
and slyly said “Chris Marenco?” “Bingo!” said Lubens 
“He actually was my "rst friend at BC! I came in at 
Orientation, didn’t know anybody… I "nally found 
someone from Massachusetts who was AHANA and 
it was perfect timing.” Marenco is his roommate and 
apparently friend since Lubens’ inception as a BC stu-
dent. A predictable outcome for the duo who act more 
like brothers than friends.

Although Marenco is clearly an important "gure in 
Lubens’ life, it’s not just the friends that Lubens wel-
comes in. Almost perfectly timed, during our con-
versation about relationships at BC, the woman who 
cleans the UGBC o#ce opens the door and comes on 
in. “Gloria!” Lubens sits up excitedly and says to me “I 
love Gloria. Gloria, how are you?” She begins to scold 
Lubens like a loving mother because he hasn’t had the 
UGBC team clean the UGBC o#ce. As she is making 
her way out of the room, Lubens promises to cancel 
the Sunday meeting and clean everything up before 
next week. Talk about found community. 

As Gloria meandered on out of the room and Lubens 
and I settled back into our conversation, we began 
talking about the profound impact his faculty men-
tors have had on his BC experience, the most nota-
ble of his mentors had a signed poster hanging right 
about Lubens’ head. Matt Razek, a man who has had 
about every title at BC, is the answer to the very tough 
question of Lubens’ favorite relationship at BC. “He 
challenges me in the best ways. I’m someone who 
can be very stubborn, even though I’m a nice guy or I 
lead well enough, he challenges me where I need to be 
challenged and helps me think about things di$erently. 
It’s only helped me grow as a leader and as a person.” 
Razek is well-known and well-loved around BC, acting 
as a warm mentor for many. !e signed foam poster 
of Razek looking down and watching over Lubens 
seemed almost too metaphorically perfect for the mo-
ment. 

What else was perfect for the moment? !e unplanned 
and well-timed call from another one of Lubens’ good 
friends, Mikayla Sanchez. “Oh speaking of relation-
ships, it’s Mikayla, one of my besties” Also a loved lead-
er on campus as Head SAP coordinator, Mikayla has 
come to be one of Lubens’ deepest con"dants. A quick 
phone call, Mikayla was just making sure that Lubens 
could still cook her dinner that night. In a wholesome 



and family-esque style, Lubens and Mikayla have been trying 
to "nd a time to have a meal together, cooked and prepared by 
Lubens. It’s clearly hard to schedule a time between both of the 
extremely involved students, but as good friends do, they pri-
oritize each other. Mikayla is not only the answer to his dinner 
plans but also the answer to the deepest relationship he has 
here at BC. “She knows my story,” says Benjamin “She is open 
and willing to hear everything. Being able to talk about, really, 
anything and I really value her for that.” 

Although Mikayla knows his story, his roommates have his 
back through anything. “At the end of the day for them, I’ll 
always be Lubens. It’s never someone with a title, someone 
who does this or that, I’ll just always be Lubens.” Not everyone 
on this campus is lucky enough to have so many people who 
feel that way about them, but Benjamin re%ected during our 
conversation about how lucky he really is. “I’m just so lucky 
to have found my group of guys. I found a lot of good people 
early on at BC, maybe that’s because I’m a good judge of char-
acter.” 

As our conversation about company came to a close, I want-
ed to get a grasp on what Benjamin thought of our theme for 
the print magazine this year. A&er a deep breath and a pause, 
Lubens began to say “It really is the company that you keep. 
!ey always say ‘show me who your friends are and I’ll show 
you who you are’ and that’s kind of true these days… I really 
try to see the good in every person.” He really means it too. He 
not only tries to see the good in others, but he tries to inspire 
that goodness in others. 

Passing Lubens a few days a&er our interview, he gave me a big 
smile, waved hello and as we walked past each other said to 
me “Be good.” !at’s all Lubens Benjamin wants people to be. 
He wants them to be good. He wants to be good. !e company 
we keep is only as good as the company we are to others. 



In July, I didn’t think I was going to make it to college. 

I was whole-heartedly convinced I would start my new, 
exciting college life !om the comfort and constraints of 
my childhood bedroom and attend what we have now 
dubbed “Zoom University”. It wasn’t until a few weeks 
before arriving at Boston College that I fully believed I 
would have to pack up my life and head to an entirely 
new place. To say I was nervous would be an understate-
ment. Going into their first year of college, most students 
worry about making enough !iends or liking their   

classes. I was worried about catching a virus that has 
killed millions in the last 7 or so months. 

When the Class of 2024 arrived on "e Heights, we knew 
right away that the next four years were going to be 
vastly di#erent !om the experiences of those who came 
before us. As we began the move-in process, we were 
greeted by tables of smiling nurses equipped with nose 
swabs to ensure each student was tested before entering 
the dorms. Once we received our maroon BC bracelets, 
we trickled into our bare rooms with lysol       
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and the one parent we were allowed through the doors. 
Already, college was not as we had all expected it to be 
when we filled out our CommonApp the year prior. 

It wasn’t until I arrived in my quad on Upper, bed made 
and parents gone, that I let myself think about meeting 
!iends. How was I supposed to find “my people?” How 
am I supposed to decipher what is normal for a college 
transition and what is caused by COVID-19? 

As the weeks went on, my normally extraverted self 
became increasingly quiet. With only one in-person 
class a week, my social outlet was limited to surface-level 
conversations with my three randomly-assigned room-
mates. I began to feel myself shrink into the depths of my 
extra-long twin size bed.

How was I supposed to escape the feeling of social isola-
tion?

I’m not sure if I’ve found the answer. But I have made 
some progress. Following my mom’s advice, I le$ my 
door open in the hopes someone might stop by and make 
small talk—luckily, it worked, and I found myself walk-
ing down Commonwealth Ave to White Mountain with 
my new !iend Katie in a matter of minutes. I slid my 
name and number under a neighbor’s door a$er we had 
met in the communal bathroom. I even made a !iend 
over email a$er the two of us entered the wrong Zoom 
link, and she was kind enough to send me the right one. 

Despite these e#orts, my weeknight routine of home-
work, dining hall, and more homework still le$ me feel-
ing lonely. It wasn’t until I heard about the virtual clubs 
fair that I realized this could change. Once I was able 
to join some campus organizations, I was able to keep 
myself busy and find out what actually excited me. My 
weeknights became jam-packed, and I’ve been finding  
myself thinking about home less and less. 

"at is, until the dreaded weekend hits. 

On Friday nights, I feel just as stuck as I did during my 
first few weeks here. With the new guest-policy restrict-
ing !eshmen to one guest per room and the temperature 
dropping, my options are becoming more limited. While 
some !eshmen try their luck with discrete dorm room 
parties or ventures into the city, I usually end up cutting 
my losses and staying in to watch Netflix and TikTok.

For all !eshmen, being social this year takes work. 
Without significant e#ort, you may find yourself stuck 
!iendless in your dorm room. "at being said, the 
burden shouldn’t fall entirely on our shoulders. When 
Boston College decided to bring us to campus in person, 
I assumed that I would be meeting the people I would 
be spending the next four years with at organized and 
safe social gatherings. I was wrong. BC has done almost 
nothing—besides hold a few virtual paint nights—to en-
courage !eshmen to mingle responsibly. On top of this, 
the university has chastised !eshmen for gathering in 
large groups outside or hosting too many people in their 
dorm rooms. What do they expect? When 18-year-olds 
who have been cooped up for seven months are suddenly 
shoved into a life of !eedom, of course they’ll want to 
socialize. 

Even though classes and student groups have provided 
!eshmen with opportunities to meet each other, the fact 
that almost everything must take place over Zoom makes 
it hard to connect with people on a deeper level. How 
can you really get to know your classmates when you’ve 
never met most of them in person? 

"is is when it becomes di%cult to distinguish between 
the challenges imposed by the pandemic and the chal-
lenges that are just part of !eshman year. Of course it 
will take time to grow our relationships with one an-
other, but Covid isn’t making it any easier. Still, most of 
us feel incredibly grateful just to be on campus this year, 
especially since so many other students do not have that 
opportunity. 

I came into this year knowing that it was going to be 
hard. I knew I would spend some Friday nights alone, 
and that I would get sick of staring at my computer 
screen day in and day out. Even so, I have found myself 
settling into college more easily than I expected. I’ve met 
some amazing people, and I cherish the !iendships I 
have been able to make. "ese are the aspects of college 
that make me feel hopeful about the future. Freshman 
year struggles have been magnified and redoubled by the 
pandemic, but at the same time, we are coming together 
to make the most of this experience. Without an under-
standing of what “normal” is supposed to look like, it’s up 
to us to forge our own normal over the next few years. 
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