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A Novice Woodworker’s Guide on How to
Stop Wood from Warping

When I tell you wood is my new aromatherapy, I’m not kidding! I just love the woody scent,
which makes me feel oddly warm and comfortable inside. Before I start the measurements and
whatnot, I enjoy the fragrance and texture of the fresh material and give my woodworking
subject the appreciation it deserves.

I was in the middle of this ritual when I noticed that the piece of pine wood I clearly remember to
be perfectly cut when I brought it home had become bowed like a ski! I’ve heard of wood
warping before, but it was different when I actually held the chisel in my hand, ready to work on
my first-ever project. “Now, what?” I asked myself.



Wood warping can be a frustrating challenge, especially if you're new to woodworking. Warping
occurs when wood changes shape due to moisture imbalances, leading to bent, cupped, or
twisted pieces. I put together this guide to share simple yet effective methods to prevent wood
from warping and help other novice woodworkers like me keep their projects sturdy and
flawless.

Keep reading to learn more!

1. Choose the Right Type of Wood
The ideal materials for your first woodworking project are stable woods like cedar, mahogany, or
redwood. Due to their density, these are less prone to warping than the pine I worked with. They
might be on the expensive side, but it’s not impossible to find some on sale or get a good
bargain if you buy locally!

Also, if you can, get kiln-dried wood, which has had most of its moisture removed during
processing.

2. Properly Store Your Wood
Moisture is your enemy when it comes to wood warping. So, remember always to store your
wood in a dry, ventilated space. You should prepare a couple of spacers to place between each
piece and stack the wood flat to allow air circulation and prevent uneven drying.

Also, never make the mistake of putting your wood directly on the floor, as ground moisture can
seep in and cause warping.



3. Seal and Protect Your Material
Apply a wood sealant or finish to lock in moisture content. Seal all sides of your wood, including
edges, to create an even barrier against external moisture. This extra layer prevents the wood
from absorbing humidity and helps it maintain its shape.

4. Acclimate Wood Before Working
Allow your wood to adjust to the environment where it will be used for at least a few days. You
need your material to gradually get used to the surrounding humidity and temperature so it won’t
shrink or twist. Be forewarned: When you skip this step, it might cause a sudden shift in
moisture content once the wood is in use, and it can warp just like that!

5. Avoid Direct Sunlight and Excess Heat
Aside from moisture, you also have to be on the lookout for direct sunlight or heat sources that
can cause wood to dry out unevenly and warp. Keep your wood out of intense heat and sunlight
during storage and work. If you need to dry wood, do so gradually with controlled heat to
minimize warping.



6. Apply Even Pressure While Drying
For this step, you need some weights or clamps to distribute evenly across the surface of your
wooden material. This helps keep the wood flat while it dries and minimizes the chances of
bending or twisting. You need to be patient and check the wood periodically to ensure it remains
in the correct position.

7. Use Proper Construction Techniques
You need to secure and support the parts of your project that you think might be prone to
warping through bracing techniques or reinforced frames. Adding cross-supports or joining
methods like mortise and tenon can also keep your wood from shifting over time.

Conclusion
Warping is a common issue but can be easily prevented with mindful preparation and handling.
The steps I shared above are simple but tried and true, so you can be sure your wood projects
will look great for years to come. Even the most novice woodworker like us can build with
confidence and skill, so don’t worry, I know you got this!


