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Agape Mortgage Group 
NMLS# 1857205

H Y D E - D E L G A D O
Pr incipal Loan Officer
NMLS# 1485942 / Se Habla Espanol

786.999.4802 mobile

 941.559.8009 off ice
 www.veniceflmortgage.com

Reverse Mortgages also 
available for those seniors 
who are 62+ over

100% FHA down payment 
and closing cost assistance 

programs available now!

TO THE EXPERTS

12121 Mercado Drive Venice, FL 34293

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

(941) 202-6750

12121 Mercado Drive Venice, FL 34293

Focused on Your Pet’s Best Life

OUR SERVICES
Full Physical Examinations
Surgery and Dentistry
Chronic Disease Management
Laboratory and Pharmacy

Laser Therapy
Vaccinations
End of Life Care
Diagnostic Testing: X-Ray, 
Ultrasound, Echocardiograms

westvillagesvet.com

West Villages Animal Clinic
NOW OPEN!

PROVIDING YOUR FURRY FAMILY WITH THE HIGHEST QUALITY VETERINARY 
MEDICAL CARE IN A CALMING ENVIRONMENT

WORTH THE TRIP
Enjoy a supernatural stay at the creepily comfortable 

Phantom History House — if you dare
BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Town Chronicle Correspondent

 “There’s a house in Florida where history 
meets the paranormal and where its eerie ele-
gance makes for a comfortable, yet creepy stay.”

So says the website of the Phantom History 
House. If you’re planning a comfortable get-
away close to home, you might want to give 
this supernaturally inspired spot — roughly 
90 minutes from the Wellen Park area — a try. 
Add a star if you’re interested in all things eerie.

Steve Blanchard and Tim Hinton have 
opened their home to all guests, but particu-
larly those who are fond of the paranormal, the 
strange and the odd. 

These gentlemen provide a comfortable 
stay in lush surroundings — with a paranor-
mal-themed twist. The bed-and-breakfast rests 
(unrests?) on a bit more than an acre of proper-
ty and backs up to a nature preserve, providing 
guests with privacy and deathly quiet tranquil-
ity. Although the inn focuses on the macabre, a 
stay there is all about comfort and fun. 

The proprietors regularly bring in psychics 
and tarot card readers whom guests can book. 
They are also hosting a course on developing 
your intuitive senses. Or you can party until 
not quite the stroke of midnight at their Half-o-
Ween celebrations, from 7-11 p.m. April 28 and 
29, featuring entertainment by the Sanderson 
Sisters, who will be costumed as the main char-
acters in the film “Hocus Pocus.” Tickets for 
these and other events are listed on the website.

Mr. Blanchard, a former journalist and cur-
rent public relations professional, also hosts a 

podcast called “Phantom History” (www.phan-
tomhistory.com). He developed an interest in 
things that go bump in the night and operating 
a bed and breakfast more than 20 years ago 
after taking a ghost tour on his first trip to New 
Orleans.

“It was the first time I stayed at a bed-and-
breakfast,” he said, “and I thought it was amaz-
ing. It wasn’t themed but it was New Orleans, so 
it had its own unique vibe. I just thought how 
cool it would be to run something like that.” 

Mr. Hinton is a musician and taught music 
for many years. He now runs his own business 
as a musician and arranger. Often referred to as 
“The Beast of the Marching Arts,” his work has 

been seen on football fields across the country. 
Mr. Blanchard and Mr. Hinton each have 

their own individual interests.
“My passion to bring people together who 

have a similar interest in things that are para-
normal, and to offer them an immersive safe 
space where they can come and experience 

that, or share their stories and meet people 
from interesting backgrounds so we could 
talk about our experiences, whether it’s in the 
paranormal, whether it’s in history, whether 
it’s our countries of origin or whatever,” Mr. 
Blanchard said.

For Mr. Hinton, “It’s all about comfort 
and making people feel comfortable, happy 
and relaxed, and giving them an experience 
of getting away and turning off their life. I 
can’t tell you how many people that already 
stayed here have said that to us, like it felt so 
good to be in a very comfortable, welcoming 
space and turning off the world. I get excited 
about giving people a really upscale lodging 

experience.”
Mr. Blanchard and Mr. Hinton fur-

nished the home from scratch, visiting 
antique markets and shops on weekends 
as well as refinishing old pieces they 
found in various locations. The result is a 
relaxing environment — a well-appointed 
home with plenty of interesting details. 

The library is a reader’s paradise, 
with an entire wall of books (not all 
are paranormal related; many are from 
Mr. Blanchard and Mr. Hinton’s personal 
collection). Comfy leather and uphol-
stered furniture and a fireplace add to the 
ambiance. Often guests gather here and 

tell stories — some are even ghost stories. Be 
sure to check out the fainting chair, other-
wise known as a chaise.

The dining room is a sight to behold at night, 
with all the window candles (battery-operated 
for safety) ablaze. 
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TOP: Proprietors Tin Hinton and Steve TOP: Proprietors Tin Hinton and Steve 
Blanchard. RIGHT: The Victorian Library.Blanchard. RIGHT: The Victorian Library.
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Mention This Ad to Receive Two for One Bike Rentals

3 Area Locations To Serve You:

Pedego Sarasota
3460 Clark Road
Sarasota, 34231
941-260-5536 

Pedego St. Pete
6730 22nd Avenue N #E 

St Petersburg, 33710
727-289-2847

Pedego Venice
4199 South Tamiami Trail

Venice, 34293
941-837-2308

SALES  |  SERVICE  |  RENTALS

NOW OPEN!

*
*Restrictions apply. See server for full details.

Enter the Potion Room to see a wonder-
ful collection of colorful bottles assembled on 
built-in shelves that take up one wall. The 
teeny cobalt blue Victorian tear-catcher bottle 
is a favorite. This is another area where guests 
tend to congregate and chat. Guests also like to 
spend time on the lanai.

The kitchen is tremendous and features a 
guest refrigerator where one can find water, 
juices and other thirst-quenching drinks. 
There is always a snack or two available on 
the counter. I helped myself to apple cake 
and cookies during my stay. You’ll truly say 
“ahhh” when you experience your comfortable 
bed, complete with multiple pillows and linen 
sheets. Bathroom towels are plush, and black 
makeup cloths are included. All rooms (and 
the front door) lock and unlock via a combi-
nation system. 

I stayed in the Cemetery Room, which fea-
tures a hand-painted mural of — you guessed it 
— a cemetery. Candles, like many of the home’s 
features, are operated with a remote. Bathroom 
towel racks are metal hands affixed to the wall. 
I assure you that I received no ghostly visitors. 
Phantom History House is all about fun and 

comfort.
The other bedrooms include the Ouija 

Room, complete with Ouija board and comple-
mentary artwork; the Portrait Room, with one 
wall filled with framed portraits, some old and 
some new; and the Castle Room, fit for a king 
or queen, with medieval tapestries and a stone 
wall in the bathroom. Both the Cemetery Room 
and the Portrait Room open out to a spacious 
desk with lounge chairs, overlooking the prop-
erty and nature preserve. No spooks come out 
to haunt, but birds, bunnies and deer often visit.

The inn is also available to groups (think 
wedding parties) and can host private events. 
The backyard is large enough for weddings and 
other gala affairs, and Mr. Blanchard said he 
hopes to eventually put in a pool.

If you don’t believe in the paranormal, Phan-
tom History House is just a luxurious, quiet, 
private overnight getaway or vacation spot. But 
if you do believe in the paranormal ... well, 
you’re sure to find kindred spirits there. 

WORTH THE TRIP

Phantom History 
House
>> Where: 12603 Corral Road, Tampa
>> Contact: www.phantomhistory-

house.com, podcast@phantom-
history.com, 407-927-7765
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A haunting view of the lanai from the com-A haunting view of the lanai from the com-
fortable seating area.fortable seating area.

You’ll dig the Cemetery Room. You’ll dig the Cemetery Room. 


