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My dear Wormwood,

I trust this letter finds you well and thriving in your efforts to ensnare your current patients.
Today, I wish to discuss a most delicious and increasingly potent tool in our arsenal—the Spirit
of Offense. The beauty of this temptation lies in its subtlety and capacity to corrupt from within,
turning The Patient’s heart and mind into a prison of endless indignation.

With this one, encourage her to believe that the world owes her a constant state of
comfort and agreement. Begin with the small things: a word here, a glance there; suggest to the
Patient that these are personal attacks laden with malice and disrespect. Foster in her a sense of
entitlement to unending aftfirmation and agreement.

The voice you must adopt is one of the misunderstood and the perpetually aggrieved.
Subtly convey to your Patient that she is a stronghold of wisdom in a world that has lost its way
and that her taking offense is justified and noble. Paint her contempt as a form of moral authority,
a way to stand out from the apathetic and the conforming.

Your task, dear lad, is to make the mundane utterly hideous. A joke shared among friends,
a differing opinion on the news, even the innocuous preferences of others — these are your tools.
Twist and sharpen them in her mind until they become personal affronts, attacks on her very

being.



Owens 2

As she grows accustomed to being offended, she will separate herself emotionally and
spiritually, seeing enemies in friends and malice in sincerity. Her world will shrink, as will her
heart, and she will rely solely on a sense of irritation to feel alive and righteous. This
separateness is critical, Wormwood, for it is in isolation that the human soul becomes most
malleable to our touch. Likewise, we will know when a devised plan will have the most impact
on Our Father’s behalf due to its correlation with the Enemy’s Book: “Keep your heart with all
vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life”” (The Bible, New International Version, Prov. 4:23).
If we harden her heart with discouragement, pride, paranoia, and a Spirit of Offense, we will
draw her away from the Enemy and into an embrace with Our Father, the ultimate prize.

You may further recall the immensely influential value in the online realm and its power
to offend the senses and the spirit. We can win The Patient over on Our Father’s behalf with this
strategy daily! Even if we can fertilize and water the Spirit of Offense for a pocket of time, we
can make small victories in the war of pursuing the Patient from The Enemy from this world, a
fertile ground for this shroud of a spiritual thief.

Encourage your Patient, therefore, while using social media, to seek opinions
contradicting her own, not for understanding but as fuel for her irritation. Each comment on her
media posts should aim for emotional and spiritual ruin, thus entangling her in a perpetual cycle
of pleasing people. This strategy will solidify her resolve to grade herself harshly, pray empty
prayers to The Enemy, and erect high barriers with those in her circle. The Patient will eventually
block present and future relationships and strain her family relationships with subtle insecurities
that form the slightest hint of dispute.

You should know, sir, that the internet’s twisted passages and faceless multitudes provide

unmatched prospects for kindling the sensitivities of this exceptional Patient. Besides nudging
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her to chase after conflict for the sheer thrill of irritation, steer The Patient into the most divisive
nooks and crannies of the online world. Lead her to the most polarizing congregations and
forums where the extreme fringes of human thought, unchecked by any semblance of
responsibility, brew a potent concoction of strife and misinterpretation. In those shadowed
arenas, your Patient will encounter a boundless supply of vexation, each contribution and retort
fashioned by Our Father’s design, should the need arise to incite and antagonize.

Please take note: Impress upon your Patient the idea that although she does not engage in these
online battles, such activity is considered a form of activism supporting her offenses, a defense of
truth in the face of others’ ignorance. Further, ensure that The Patient’s inactivity and
disassociation remain superficial and that her understanding is shallow. The goal is to effect
change--for her to act and deepen her commitment to the Spirit of Offense, to second guess her
motivation, wrapping her identity tighter in the cloak of moral superiority.

In these ways, the online world becomes a fortress of solitude, an escape for her as an
echo chamber where the only voices heard repeat her sentiments, real or imagined. Here, the
Spirit of Offense can grow unchecked, a weed in the garden of her soul, choking out the fruits of
the Spirit the Enemy so desperately desires to cultivate.

Remember, oh, keenly irreverent nephew, our task is to distract her from The Enemy’s path and
ensure she actively participates in her deception. With its illusions of connection and community,
the World Wide Web is a splendid maze to lose oneself. Proceed with vigor, kind sir, and let the
digital domain be your battlefield.

Finally, it has come to my attention, nephew, that we yet need to discuss a strategy of

utmost importance and delight: cultivating offensive friendships. Yes, in our campaign to ensnare
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your Patient, dearest rotten Wormwood, do not overlook the potential of carefully selected, toxic
companionships.

In their unfortunate naivety, humans often underestimate their associates’ influence. They
forget, or perhaps, ignore the warning found in Paul the convert’s letter to the Corinthians: “Do
not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character” (The Bible, New International Version, 1
Cor. 15:33). Here, The Enemy unwittingly aids us, for we may twist this truth to our advantage,
guiding us to partnerships that will stoke the fires of offense.

As an aside, I am hesitant to mention this because Saul (all right then, we will call him
“Paul”)...his radical conversion perpetually amuses me. Although he has been instrumental in
spreading The Enemy’s message to the masses, I do not trust him completely. We will
continually await Paul’s permanent return to our side, where he can train in treating patients and
join the revolution. Paul’s conversion to The Enemy seems too good to be true to satisfy me.
Alas, your magnificent Uncle Screwtape is baffled how someone like Paul, who was once a
staunch defender of our cause, could suddenly switch sides. I suspect that there must be some
ulterior motive behind it all.

Wormwood, lad, you will have to excuse my distracted mind. Now, where were we? If The
Patient seeks to cultivate fulfilling friendships filled with discussion and worship of The Enemy,
adopt the attitude of a connoisseur advising on fine wine. It would help if you suggested that she
merely exercises discernment in her associations, seeking out those who share her mindset and
spirit. Be subtle. Indeed, my dear nephew, the art of temptation lies not in crude and vulgar force
but in the quiet and delicate manipulation of the human heart.

To show you what [ mean, sir, The Enemy, in his wisdom, has fashioned us with a capacity

for friendship and community, for sharing joys and sorrows, hopes and fears. Yet, as with all things,
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this capacity may be perverted and distorted by the corrupting influence of the Adversary.
Therefore, let us be vigilant and wise, ever seeking to guide our fellow creatures toward the lure
of falsehood and deceit and away from the path of righteousness.

You must also ensure that The Patient does not view these friendships as the toxic traps
they are but as bastions of truth and camaraderie in a world they perceive as increasingly hostile
to their values. As she immerses herself in this noxious social soup, she will find her capacity for
offense heightened and celebrated.

The Patient must be allowed to believe that she is building a community of the virtuous, a
fellowship of the aggrieved in her quest for like-minded friends. This strategy will lend a facade
to your Patient’s pettiness over their grievances, making it difficult for her to recognize the snare

into which she has fallen.

Your role, dear Wormwood—and this is vital—is to continually fan the flames of division
within these friendships, encouraging your Patient to see every variance, no matter how minor, as
a personal affront or betrayal. Her life will become a scrumptious maze of grudges and
animosities, from which escape from power becomes unimaginably tricky.

Remember, our aim is not just to isolate The Patient, drawing her away from the Enemy
but from the better angels of her nature that The Enemy so tirelessly champions. She will be
most vulnerable to our advances in this isolation, devoid of faithful companionship and blinded
by offense.

It is likewise paramount that we recall (and ensure she does not) the Enemy’s Book,
which states, “Whoever isolates himself seeks his desire; he breaks out against all sound
judgment” (Prov. 18:1). Wormwood, we must stand a united front to lead her to seek her desires

and disregard all sound judgment. This way, we can easily manipulate her thoughts and actions,
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blinding The Patient from her selfish desires. She will eventually be unaware of the wise counsel
of her companions, let alone The Enemy.

Proceed then, dear boy, with this strategy, and watch as The Patient becomes deeply
tangled in our web, her soul darkened by her offenses and carefully chosen friends. Our ultimate
goal is paralysis and protracted separation from The Enemy, eventually driving her to cease all
divinely associated activity. Recollect that a soul consumed by offense stagnates, wallowing in
self-pity and resentment, too preoccupied with licking perceived wounds to engage in
meaningful self-reflection, community, or spiritual growth.

In adopting this voice of the perpetually offended, you will find that The Patient is
increasingly resistant to grace, forgiveness, and understanding, qualities that are adverse to our
cause and oh-so ripe and plump with pride. Let her wear the offense as a badge of honor and
righteousness in The Enemy’s name, a shield against perceived persecution. In doing so, she
becomes a weapon against others and herself, eroding the essence of his humanity. This complete
corruption will be a victory for us, and a reward awaits you for your Patient’s diligent care.

Master Wormwood, may the light of Our Father shine brightly upon our path, and may he
guide our steps always. Let us watch the Spirit of Offense work within the veil of Our Father’s
domain.

I await reports of your success with bated breath.

Your affectionate uncle

SCREWTAPE
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Screwtape Letter Analysis

The letter from Uncle Screwtape to his nephew Wormwood illustrates the manipulative
strategies employed to foster the Spirit of Offense in a human soul. It conveys an understanding
of God’s plan for humanity and how pride and an overly sensitive spirit can easily separate
believers from their path as Christ-followers.

Through encouraging offense at the trivial, the letter sets out a path toward isolation and
bitterness, distancing the subject from grace, forgiveness, and fulfilling community. Screwtape’s
subtle approach to temptation, focusing not on overt evil but on the indirect decay of character
and relationships, shows how one can be slowly led astray from virtues that honor God, such as
empathy and understanding.

By explaining the cultivation of the Spirit of Offense through the internet and digital
communication on social media, the letter shows how today’s online subculture can also lead us
away from essential values like grace, forgiveness, and community, which are crucial as
followers of Christ.

The letter also considers human nature’s deep, dark sides and society’s divisive
tendencies. Screwtape’s scheme breeds offense, isolation, and doubt. These are typical of the
Father’s potent poisons and are often seen online “in the comments,” even when discerning
believers have the best intentions. Finally, this Screwtape letter to Wormwood matches demonic
strategies and real-world behaviors. It asks us to reflect on guarding against a genuine chronic
Spirit of Offense and encourages a close relationship with Christ by fostering loving, genuine

connections in a fragmented world.



