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IS A DISHWASHER TOO LOUD? HERE'S WHAT TO
KNOW BEFORE BUYING ONE
Inside the appliance industry's quest for a quieter
kitchen.

Written by Jonathan Chan and Keith Barry
Updated May 8, 2024

Twenty or 30 years ago, dishwashers were far from quiet. Very few had any features
designed to muffle the sounds coming from inside, and the sounds themselves were
louder due to their built-in macerators. If you’ve ever wondered why an old dishwasher
was almost as loud as your garbage disposal, it’s because it was using one.

More recently, however, the dishwasher space has changed. Where older models
averaged about 60 decibels—just below the sound level of a vacuum—modern
dishwashers average between 40 to 50 decibels, which is about as loud as typing on a
keyboard. It’s not completely silent, but also not loud enough to wake someone up.

We’ve tested hundreds of dishwashers in the Reviewed labs, and one question we've
pondered often is “What is considered a quiet dishwasher?” While we don't measure it
ourselves due to the specialized space required for accurate readings, we do consider it
as a data point for every dishwasher we test.

If you want to skip all the science and get to the recommendations of the best quiet
dishwashers that also clean well, we’ve got you covered. However, if you want to know
why some dishwashers make less noise than others, we first have to start with how that
noise is measured.

Products are chosen independently by our editors. Purchases made through our links may earn us a commission.
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Decibel A-weighting: The best tool for measuring
loudness

To understand how dishwashers went from being about as loud as a vacuum cleaner to
being so quiet they wouldn’t get kicked out of a library, we first need to talk about dBA
(decibel A-weighting).

You’ve probably heard of decibels (or dB) before—that’s the logarithmic unit of
measurement to determine loudness. The most common unit to measure noise levels is
called decibel A-weighting—denoted by dBA. In its most simplistic terms, dBA is a
sound curve based on human hearing. Here’s a quick list to put dBA values into
perspective:

0 dBA: The threshold of human hearing
25 dBA: Whispering
40 dBA: Suburban area at night
70 dBA: Vacuum cleaner
105 dBA: Lawn mower
140 dBA: Jet engine at 100’

So as you can see, dBAs can go from zero to extra-loud pretty quickly. The dBA scale is
a more intuitive and helpful way to determine what we’re more likely to perceive as loud
and quiet.

Most stainless-steel dishwashers will have dBA levels below 50, which you won’t be able to hear from outside
the room, and inside the room it should only be a low white-noise sound.

Credit: Reviewed / / Emily Northrop / Getty Images / Enis Aksoy / Nadiinko / Rudzhan Nagiev / Bogdan
Populov / vectorwin / bsd555
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What is the decibel level of a quiet dishwasher?

Unlike other manufacturer-supplied metrics (looking at you refrigerator capacity
measurements), you can trust stated dBA measurements: They’re all measured by a
third-party, Owens Corning. Owens Corning has labs dedicated to accurately
measuring how loud a given appliance is and decades of experience doing so.

Let’s say you were looking at the Bosch 800 Series SHP78CM5N at Home Depot. It
says 42 dBA at the top of the page. This means that Owens Corning determined that,
on average, this dishwasher will produce 42 dBA of noise—or about the same as a
suburban street at night.

When we tested the 800 series in our labs, we could have a conversation in front of it
while it was running and barely notice it was there.

What makes a dishwasher quiet?

While there are many factors that go into how loud a dishwasher runs, the number one
factor in the dBA of a dishwasher is usually the material the interior is made of. Plastic
dishwashers are much louder than stainless-steel ones.

For example, the Whirlpool WDF330PAHW has a completely plastic interior. It has a
sound rating of 55 dBA. During testing, it sounded like someone was taking a shower in
there—not super loud, but you definitely knew it was running.

Compare that to a hybrid tub which is steel on the sides and plastic on the bottom like
the Bosch 100 Series SHE3AEM5N, and the sound rating decreases to 50 dBA.

We've stuck our ear up to random dishwashers so you don't have to.

Credit: Reviewed / Jonathan Chan

A hybrid interior is quieter than a plastic-tub dishwasher, but louder than a completely stainless-steel one.

Credit: Reviewed / Jonathan Chan
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What quiet dishwashers do we recommend?

Bosch SHP78CM5N 800 Series dishwasher
Rated at 42 dBA, its completely stainless-steel design prevents sound from
leaking out and disturbing your home.

$1,300 at Best Buy

The Bosch SHP78CM5N is the best dishwasher we've tested. It has superior cleaning
and can even dry plastics. This Bosch 800 series is also compatible with Home
Connect, which allows you to do everything from schedule cleanings to control the
spray intensity of specific areas of the lower rack.

Café CDT875M5NS5

This dishwasher produces an average of 39 dBA so it’s one of the quietest
dishwashers we’ve ever tested. You could probably sleep next to this
dishwasher and not even know it’s running.BUY NOW

at https://homedepot.sjv.io/c/50053/456723/8154?subId1=REV-FTR-KTO-
&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FCafe-24-in-Built-In-Top-Control-

Platinum-Glass-Dishwasher-w-Stainless-Steel-Tub-3rd-Rack-39-dBA-
CDT875M5NS5%2F310685112

The Café CDT875M5NS5 is a great option if you’re family goes through tons of
Nalgene or baby bottles. It has specialized jets that shoot up into tight spaces like
bottles or tall wine glasses to get that extra clean.

Miele G 5266 SCVi SFP Dishwasher

During operation, the Miele G 5266 produces an average of 42 dBA.
BUY NOW

at https://www.tkqlhce.com/click-7049598-12774654?sid=REV-FTR-KTO-
&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abt.com%2FMiele-G-5266-SCVi-SFP-24-Stainless-Steel-Fully-

Integrated-Dishwasher-With-Pocket-Handle-11695340%2Fp%2F162760.html

If you're looking for a classy dishwasher, you don't get much more deluxe than the
Miele G 5266 SCVi SFP . For an extremely pretty penny, you get a dishwasher that can
blast away baked-on stains and a third rack that can handle serving utensils as well as
flatware.

Enroll in Home Ec.

A full course in homeownership from our experts.
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Prices were accurate at the time this article was published but may change over time.

The product experts at Reviewed have all your shopping needs covered. Follow
Reviewed on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, or Flipboard for the latest deals,
product reviews, and more.
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