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S hort filmmaking i an art form worth of celeration.

It’ not onl a place for artit to get their work

noticed, ut for ome, it i a wa to have fun and challenge

the artitic medium. Thee film often tackle theme and

narrative of a ociocultural and political context, which

hape and influence how we experience ourelve, and the

world around, u via film. Frequentl, hort filmmaking alo

ha a communit apect among artit and filmmaker. In

developing thi identit, new wa are etalihed to get

filmmaker recognized for the poitive apect of their craft.

Creating a hort film i often a necear teppingtone for

an firttime filmmaker. Numerou notale director, uch

a Tim urton (Frankenweenie), We Anderon (ottle
Rocket) and Paul Thoma Anderon (Coffee and
Cigarette), received their tart earl on making hort

film. Often produced on a limited udget  emerging

filmmaker, the art of hort film can tranform and

trancend traditional filmmaking and tortelling.

With running time under 40 minute (which i the

indutr tandard), hort film pan ever tle and genre

imaginale. Animation or live action, documentar, horror,

drama and even experimental, nothing i off limit. Thi

freedom i certainl an enticing apect to director, who

ue thee work to gain experience and/or prove their

talent, in order to gain funding for future endeavour.
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“ I’ve learned to love the form. I think there are
torie that can onl e told through the hort film form,
and that’ intereting. I think the et are meant to e
told in hort form and not attempt to tell a piece of a
longer tor. The require jut a much thought, care
and hard work a an other product of qualit, no
matter it length. (Sherren Lee)

”
At film fetival acro the gloe, hort film are generall

recognized within their own eparate programme. Often

fling under the radar of commercial moviegoer, fetival

audience tend to recognize the ignificance of thee

feature. ach ear at the Toronto International Film

Fetival, Short Cut offer a wide variet of film from

around the world. With nine eparate programme at TIFF

2015, thi i the ideal place for audience that have an

appreciation for the medium and want to view a tpe of

intricate filmmaking that place emphai on artitic

expreion and creative innovation. Prioritizing the hort

programme i alo a wa for viewer to upport emerging

filmmaker that will likel go on to make fulllength

feature.

Thi ear’ Short Cut programme include film that

explore a variet of theme — from dfunctional famil

relationhip to exual identit and even a mueum
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dedicated to gopher taxiderm (which I’m epeciall excited

for). For a deeper inight into a few of the hort film that

will e part of the Short Cut programme, filmmaker

Sherren Lee (enjamin), Steven McCarth (O Negative)

and Graon Moore and Aidan Shiple (oxing) hared

their experience in filmmaking. Whether a hort wa

created a a learning experience or impl for the love of,

each filmmaker expree an equal amount of paion and

appreciation for the art of hort film.

Lee’ enjamin i a 16minute hort that will have it world

premiere at thi ear’ Toronto International Film Fetival.

The film confront the theme of grief and urrogac for

two couple caught in a tragic ituation. Lee admit to

never having attended film chool, ut explain how

making hort film wa a wa to develop her kill and

dicover a paion for the medium. “I’ve learned to love the

form. I think there are torie that can onl e told through

the hort film form, and that’ intereting.”

Lee explain what he elieve make an effective hort: “I

think the et are meant to e told in hort form and not

attempt to tell a piece of a longer tor. Making a good

hort film might take le time to hoot or mone to make,

ut the require jut a much thought, care and hard work

a an other product of qualit, no matter it length.”
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“ The Internet i making the whole idea of how
long omething i prett irrelevant. I think that
previoul people might have thought, ‘well, if it wa
an good, wh in’t it longer, like a feature?’ ut now,
people are eeing all kind of TV how and film of
variou length. [The audience] can feel that it’ tring
to ell ou omething, rather than make ou feel
anthing. (Steven McCarth)

”
enjamin confront difficult et ver human theme,

repreenting the ocial and cultural implication of modern

life. “The etting of thi hort film eem ver

contemporar, [ut] I think that enjamin i a timele

tor. Conflict and challenge etween lover and friend

aren’t new, ut hopefull the film can act a a reminder for

u all to look at our communit’ interet, not jut our

own.” Lee i excited to creen her hort at the Fetival and i

currentl working on her firt feature, a romance entitled

Vere.

oxing i a hort  Reron film chool alumni Moore and

Shiple, and i the firt for oth. It’ 13 minute center upon

a woman returning to her oxing gm after a tragic

accident. Recent graduate from Reron Univerit’ film

program, Moore and Shiple hare a paion and

appreciation for hort film. However, making a hort,
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rather than a fulllength, proved to make ene for not onl

artitic ut udgetar reaon. “Making a feature wan’t an

option,” Shiple a. “The plu ide wa we were ale to

create quite a few opportunitie and form a good team to

move forward with, a well a experiment and take rik to

find out what we liked and didn’t.” Moore continue, “It

doen’t take long to realize that the moment ou

appreciate in feature film are the ame one ou can create

in hort. oxing repreent the firt time we’ve told a tor

that unquetional elong in a hort film.”

Like an artitic endeavour, Moore and Shiple faced

challenge throughout production. “We have a four

minute, continuou hot in the film that take place over

two floor of the gm and include tunt, o we dedicated

one of our two hoot da to nailing that.” Moore and

Shiple are thrilled to creen their hort at the Fetival. In

2016, oth Moore and Shiple will e codirecting their firt

feature, a thriller entitled Cardinal, funded  Telefilm’

microudget program.

O Negative i a 15minute hort making it world premiere

in the Short Cut programme. It’ the firt film directed 

acclaimed actor, muician and theatremaker Steven

McCarth. O Negative i an unettling love tor of deire

and dependenc. With McCarth alo in the lead role, and

reallife girlfriend and National Theatre School of Canada

newcomer Alx Melone tarring a well, he explain that
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making thi hort wa an experiment in writing and

directing. “The hort wa a wa to jut get on et and learn

and ee if I could do thi. Making a hort eemed the et

and implet wa to learn aout the medium of

filmmaking. Alo, everone i working for nothing, o

doing omething hort i a much eaier wa to get people to

commit to pending a week in Northern Ontario.”

“ It doen’t take long to realize that the moment
ou appreciate in feature film are the ame one ou
can create in hort. oxing repreent the firt time
we’ve told a tor that unquetional elong in a
hort film. (Graon Moore)

”
ven though he ued hi hort a a learning experience,

McCarth recognize the miconception aout the

medium in our culture and the film indutr. “The Internet

i making the whole idea of how long omething i prett

irrelevant. I think that previoul people might have

thought, ‘well, if it wa an good, wh in’t it longer, like a

feature?’ ut now, people are eeing all kind of TV how

and film of variou length. I hate it when I can tell the

hort i aicall a commercial for omething longer. [The

audience] can feel that it’ tring to ell ou omething,

rather than make ou feel anthing.”

McCarth previoul attended the Fetival in 2012, thank
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to hi role a Jim, in Kate Melville’ Picture Da, and i

“overjoed and thrilled” to have hi firt film premiere in

the Short Cut programme at TIFF thi ear. He will alo e

attending the Fetival a an actor, appearing in The Step,

directed  Andrew Currie, which will premiere in the

Contemporar World Cinema programme. McCarth i

currentl working on the feature verion of O Negative,

and ha a cript in the work with Suanna Fournier, aout

a woman who commit uicide on her wedding da. He i

alo writing a muical and perform with hi tenpiece

and, the latoCitizen.

Short filmmaking i not onl a wa for emerging

filmmaker to exercie their creative capacit, lead to a

feature and ecome recognized for their work; it i an

avenue for filmmaker to etalih a thoughtful and

engaging dialogue with an audience in a wa that’ unique

to the movie, the filmmaker and what the filmmaker hope

the audience will take awa. Whether ou are a firttime

Fetival attendee or a diehard fan, put ome time aide

from our regular, jampacked fetival chedule and take in

one of the Short Cut programme to not onl experience a

wide range of creativit and artitic filmmaking innovation,

ut to upport the et in emerging filmmaker.
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