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I
ndigenou ƪlmmaking exit within a

virant, livel expreion of

cultural tradition and new

method of tortelling and

narrative. In Canada, indigenou

ƪlmmaker inhait a niche market of

ƪlm culture and are often onl

recognized and praied at national

and international ƪlm fetival. An

audience eeking thi genre would e

earching far and wide throughout

independent and revue cinema,

which creen thee ƪlm onl

occaionall.

New media and eail acceile technologie

are impacting all form of ƪlmmaking and,

therefore, the wa culture i produced.

However, to a thee technologie are

reponile for thee hift would e limiting

the ocial and cultural apect that mut e

conidered when looking at wh thee

change are occurring. It’ true: technolog

ha ecome more acceile to everone —

ƪlmmaker and nonƪlmmaker alike —

increaing the numer of ƪlm made each

ear. Much can e aid aout the acce and

ditriution of indigenou ƪlm, ut what

aout the production? Ha digital media’
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uiquit altered the wa indigenou

ƪlmmaker create their eƩort?

Adam Garnet Jone i a Cree and Méti

ƪlmmaker who ha directed hort

ƪlm Cloudreaker (which premiered at the

2006 Toronto International Film Fetival), A

Small Thing, Wave a Red Flag and Liar. At

2015’ Toronto International Film Fetival,

Jone premiered hi ƪrt featurelength

deut, Fire Song, which alo creened at thi

ear’ imagineNATIV. A a ƪlmmaker, he

elieve the acce to digital technolog

everone ha igniƪe a progreion in media

acceil and a tep in the right direction for

ƪlmmaking. In pite of the poitive, he doe

“It’ great that we’re out there

making our movie for le

mone, and the DIY pirit i

fantatic, ut I worr that it

create a ituation where onl

people who have mone can

afford to e feature

ülmmaker.”

http://thetfs.ca/2015/09/12/tiff-2015-review-fire-song/
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recognize the drawack. “Gear i le

expenive and more acceile than ever, ut

thi ha alo created an [econom] where

people are expected to work for le a well.”

Jone add, “It’ great that we’re out there

making our movie for le mone, and the

DIY pirit i fantatic, ut I worr that it

create a ituation where onl people who

have mone can aƩord to e feature

ƪlmmaker.”

Jone note that he’ not a ver

technologicall minded ƪlmmaker, ut he

recognize the hift taking place with digital

media and within the indigenou ƪlmmaking

communit. “There ha een an exploion of

ƪlmmaker in our communitie — acceile

technologie are part of it, ut we’re eeing

indigenou people riing in all profeion,”

Jone a. “I think it’ evidence of a wider

ocietal hift, where indigenou people are

getting out there, making thing happen and

upporting each other. Indigenou ƪlmmaker

are going to keep puhing the oundarie of

what’ happening in media; I have no dout

aout that.”

Audience creating their own content or ƪlm

demontrate the doitourelf pirit Jone

refer to. Thi ha occurred for jut aout

anone with acce to the technolog to

create video, hort and even featurelength
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ƪlm, forming a tpe of participator culture

never previoul een.

Filmmaker/producer Alexandra Lazarowich i

a Cree ƪlmmaker who ha made hort ƪlm

uing eail acceile digital technologie. A

a ƪlmmaker, he explore ƪlm a a medium,

making movie that view the eƩect of

colonization on Aoriginal people and their

culture. She i the director of video

hort Fighting Chance (2012) and

documentar hort Alvaro (2014, which

creened at lat ear’ imagineNATIV).

Lazarowich decrie how he deƪne her role

a a ƪlmmaker within the indigenou

ƪlmmaking communit. “I am alwa looking

to tell unique, intereting and often untold

torie,” he a. “We need heroe; we need

character; we need laughter; we need

culture; and we need people who look like u

reƫected ack, o that we know we matter.”

Lazarowich note he enjo mixing analog

and digital ƪlmmaking, and admit to

emracing new technolog in her work a

another wa to conve emotion to her

audience. For documentar ƪlm Alvaro, he

credit her ue of a orrowed Canon DSLR

and portale ound recorder with making a

zero udget project poile. “We found a wa

to tell a reall eautiful and poignant tor

aout an elderl man’ love for treet cat,”

he a. “Without the ailit to aicall



9/8/2016 Media Impact: The Relationship Between Indigenous Filmmaking and Digital Media | Toronto Film Scene

http://thetfs.ca/article/mediaimpacttherelationshipbetweenindigenousfilmmakinganddigitalmedia/ 6/10

‘point and hoot,’ following Alvaro’ ever

move and getting to know him extremel well

during the proce, we proal couldn’t have

made thi ƪlm a realit.”

Like Jone, Lazarowich praie the advent of

participator culture in ƪlmmaking a “the

revolution indigenou people from around

the world have een waiting for.” She further

expree how eail acceile media not

onl eneƪt the indigenou ƪlmmaking

communit, “ut an minorit or people who

are oppreed.” A a female ƪlmmaker, he ha

“The acceiilit of eing

ale to gra a good,

inexpenive camera and hoot

a ülm create a pace for

women to make ucceful

independent work. We can

ue thi technological hift to

our advantage, and we don’t

have to ak anone for

permiion to make a ülm.”
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an intereting inight on the need to ring

more minorit ƪlmmaker into the potlight.

“We till have a wa to go,” he a. “ut

women — epeciall minorit women — need

a voice in the indutr. The acceiilit of

eing ale to gra a good, inexpenive camera

and hoot a ƪlm create a pace for women to

make ucceful independent work. We can

ue thi technological hift to our advantage,

and we don’t have to ak anone for

permiion to make a ƪlm.” Thee

tandpoint propoe an engaging and

dnamic wa of thinking aout participator

culture and who ha acce to the

technologie and who doe not.

oth Jone and Lazarowich agree that the DIY

method ha created the opportunit for

exceptional and never efore told torie to e

preented to audience in variou walk of

life, epeciall thoe of the indigenou

communit. ut what doe thi mean for the

future of ƪlmmaking and the wa in which

ƪlm will e created and ditriuted? Thi i,

of coure, not an immediate or ea quetion

to anwer, conidering the rapidl hifting

pace of digital technolog and how each

ƪlmmaker ha a ditinct and imaginative wa

of capturing their viion.

It’ oviou that the technological move to

digital tortelling i another wa indigenou

and Firt Nation communitie can expre
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their identitie, which contriute to the

cultural landcape of ƪlmmaking in Canada,

a well a South America, Autralia and New

Zealand. Film made and produced 

indigenou and Firt Nation ƪlmmaker

expoe audience to new realitie, emracing

a dnamic cinematic experience. Viewer are

alo celerating and upporting the talent in

front of, and ehind, the camera, which

allow indigenou ƪlmmaking to thrive, e

acknowledged and e ucceful in unique

form of tortelling and ƪlmmaking.

Featured Image: Alexandra Lazarowich
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Katie i a cinephile, apiring cat

lad and ha a weakne for

anthing Jarmuch. She i a MA

Candidate in the Joint Graduate
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Program at York and Reron
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reearching erial killer culture.
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