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Faces of the RNC: Republican Latinos
praise Trump
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Politicians, activists, vendors and more are gathering in Milwaukee this week at the

Republican National Convention. Here are some of their stories.

Republican Latinos praise Trump and the ‘American
dreamʼ at RNC reception
RNC Florida alternate delegate Faustina Guzman-Trump is not related to Donald J.

Trump – “I wish,” she said.

Guzman-Trump came legally to the U.S. in 1981 with a college scholarship, and later

married and became a citizen, she said. Now she’s running for a state committee seat

in Volusia County, Florida, and trying to help elect Trump.

“I am the American dream,” she told Wisconsin State

Journal, at a Hispanic Leadership reception at

Milwaukee’s Iron Horse hotel Wednesday. “I came

from Venezuela with nothing. And this beautiful nation

has given me what I could never achieve in Venezuela.

That's why I'm fighting.”

It's October and lilacs are blooming in the
Arboretum

Camp Randall Stadium's first concert in 28
years is coming soon

A Wisconsin tourism giant remembered for
his ski shows, advocacy and the refilling of a
lake

State Street pedestrian mall to end Oct. 30

She decried Venezuelan migrants coming into the U.S., citing two high-profile

murders by Venezuelan migrants.

“Because Biden opened the border,” she said. “I am sure there are good people coming

here, but we don’t know. They have to go through the process to be here legally. You

can’t just go through the border and expect this government to take care of you.”

Speakers at the reception described sometimes feeling ostracized by fellow Latinos for

being Republicans. Goya Foods CEO Robert Unanue noted that some Latino leaders

urged a boycott of the company because of his support for Trump in 2020. He said

that regular Latinos weren’t behind the boycott; he blamed it on U.S. Rep. Alexandria

Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and “the elites.”

Jovita Carranza, Small Business Administration leader during the last year of Trump’s

presidency, told the crowd that, “Hispanics continue to open small businesses at a

record pace.”

“It's crucial to understand that small businesses require a supportive regulatory and

tax environment to not just survive, but to thrive and to contribute to our economy,”

she said. “By supporting President Trump's policies, we are supporting a future where

small businesses can succeed, communities can prosper and everyone can achieve the

American dream.”

New York alternate delegate Edwin de la Cruz came to the U.S. from the Dominican

Republic in 1977, and was a Democrat until deciding that the party had failed

immigrants and Black people in New York City. Outside the Hispanic Leadership

event, de la Cruz argued with two Code Pink activists holding signs saying “Refugees

Welcome!” and “Immigrants Welcome!”

 “I do care about immigrants,” de la Cruz said, after the activists left, noting that he

volunteers at migrant shelters. But he wants a better immigration system that makes

it easier for qualifying people to immigrate, while blocking undocumented entries.

“I’m trying to flip New York. I’m trying to see if I can get funding to take all these

Hispanics and African Americans and immigrants and switch them over to the

Republican Party, because we have nothing in common with the Democratic Party.”

“I’m so grateful for this country, this country has given me so much opportunity,” de

la Cruz continued. “I’m not where I want to be in life but at least it’s given me an

education, I’ve been able to raise my family, it’s welcomed me with open arms. This

country is beautiful, God bless America. At the same time, it’s very sad to see a

country self-destruct like this. Look what happened to President Trump.”

Couple pleads to bring their son home
Under a pink tent at the RNC Convention Fest, Orna and Ronen Neutra pleaded for

help for their son, Omer, who was abducted on Oct. 7 by Hamas terrorists.

The couple was  in Milwaukee to deliver a speech at the convention Wednesday night,

but they stopped at the tent first. They said their visit was not about politics; and

when asked what would be different if Trump was president, they said hypotheticals

are irrelevant.

Both parents wore yellow hostage pins and stickers with the names of the eight

American hostages still held in Gaza, black shirts with a photo of their son and and a

piece of painter’s tape with “286” scrawled in black sharpie: the number of days since

Omer was captured.

Penny Young Nance, CEO and president of Concerned Women for America, hosted

the couple. Her organization has coordinated meetings between hostage families and

Republican members of Congress to help them advocate for their family members in

Gaza.

Sitting beside her was Liz Naftali, whose great-niece, Abigail Edan, was orphaned on

October 7 and turned four in Hamas captivity. 

"We went to bed on the sixth as normal people, and we woke up on the seventh and

didn’t realize we’d all be family," Naftali said.

The Neutras said they did not have the chance to sleep that night. “When you have a

son that’s a soldier on the other side of the ocean, you never go to bed without

checking the news,” said Orna.

When they heard of the attack, they stayed up all night waiting for a call back from

their son — which never came.

Omer was serving as a Lone Soldier in the IDF when he was captured by Hamas

terrorists. Both Orna and Ronen’s parents are Holocaust survivors, “so he grew up

with this ethos that Israel must be strong,” Orna said. “He thought he needed to do his

share in protecting the Holy Land.”

Orna and Ronen spoke about their son’s love of the NFL, his leadership positions on

his high school sports teams and youth groups, and his “vibrant personality.”

Orna began by sharing with the enraptured crowd how she fled across the Queensboro

Bridge in the wake of September 11th, 2001, with eight-month old “Omer in my belly,

just trying to get him out of harm’s way,” she said.

Now, “It’s just insane that 23 years later he’s involved with this vile terrorist attack.”

After October 7, the Neutras decided to advocate for all of the Israeli hostages and

share Omer’s story as widely as possible with any crowd willing to listen —regardless

of political affiliations.

Linda McMahon touts Trump and small businesses at
festival stage

Former professional wrestler Linda McMahon, head of the Small Business

Administration during Trump’s presidency, took to the ConventionFest outdoor stage

Wednesday afternoon to exhort people to get out the vote for her former boss.

McMahon, chair of the America First Policy Institute, noted that Trump is the only

president inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame; Trump also hosted WrestleMania

events in the 1980s. McMahon is also the wife of Vince McMahon stepped down as

CEO of WWE in 2022 in the midst of a sexual abuse and trafficking lawsuit and other

legal troubles.  

“We have to re-elect Donald J. Trump,” Linda McMahon told the crowd, praising the

former president for “reducing taxes by getting rid of regulations to really help small

businesses grow. Small businesses [are] the backbone of our economy.”

Stacey Schieffelin, a former model who spent decades selling cosmetics on home

shopping networks, said McMahon convinced her to take a break from her own small

business to help Trump get elected this year. McMahon, from Dallas and dressed in a

sparkly outfit celebrating Texas, said AFPI volunteers and staff have knocked on

600,000 doors thus far, and aim to reach 10 million before the election.  

Schieffelin currently serves as a senior advisor to McMahon at AFPI.

“You think about WWE, it's a 50-year-old company, it's generational with their

family,” Schieffelin said of McMahon. “She worked with everybody, it didn't matter

what color or creed, it didn't matter what your belief system was, if you wanted

America to prosper as a small business entity.”

Schieffelin said her business did well under Trump because people had more money

to spend on luxuries, but recently she felt she had to put it on hold to help “save the

country.”

“Once we get everybody back and humanity loving one

another and unifying again, then I'll go back,” she said.

“We’ll be one nation under God soon." 

Activists push for attention to their
issues
Just outside the security entrance closest to the Fiserv

Forum, various activists made their points to the

delegates, journalists and others. Someone dressed as a

giant white rat with People for the Ethical Treatment of

Animals called for reform of federally-funded animal

testing policies, a message aimed at both political

parties.

Nearby, Miami Beach resident Bob Kunst sat with a

homemade sign applauding Trump and Vance. He

described Trump as a

supporter of Israel and

Biden as a supporter of

Hamas, and handed

out fliers seeking

financial support to get

to the DNC to keep

spreading his message.

A small parade passed

by chanting “end the

shame,” demanding

attention to the drug

overdose epidemic.

Participants carried

cardboard gravestones

bearing the names and

images of loved ones

lost to overdoses.

“Something needs to be

done,” said Ann

Breeding of Iowa,

holding a sign

commemorating her

son Daniel Bailey, who

died at age 29 in November 2020. She founded a non-profit called Steps of Hope to

fight addiction.   

“They need to start hearing us, because the people with lived experiences, we’re the

ones that get it and we know the urgency. The time is now,” she said.

Convention speakers Tuesday night emphasized the fentanyl epidemic and blamed

Democrats for allowing drugs across the border. But Breeding said neither party bears

the blame or has done much to help. She described her politics as purple, like the

Steps of Hope ball cap she wore.

“People can point fingers and people can play the blame game,” she said. “But I'll tell

you what, when you bury your kid, things change. Committees don't matter. And all of

the red tape and paperwork does not matter. Lives matter.”

Couple selling goods in Milwaukee witnesses Trump
shooting

Dallas residents Sany D. and Jason Jaisa were selling Trump-themed merchandise at

the Butler, Penn. rally where former president Donald J. Trump was shot on July 12.

They said witnessing the attack only increased their support for the candidate.

“All of a sudden, we see people running and screaming, yelling, ‘Trump got shot,’”

Jaisa recalled. He and Sany D. frantically checked their phones for updates, too far

from the stage to see whether Trump was hurt. But when the former president raised

his fist, their fears were assuaged.

 Photos: Wednesday at the Republican National Convention

 “Knowing that he popped up right away was good and eased people’s tensions,” Jaisa

said.

The business owner was surprised at this instance of political violence at a Trump

rally, which he says are usually calm.

“These people are out here to enjoy themselves and support what they believe in. And

that’s all it is. There’s a lot of love.”

Sany D. and Jason then traveled from Pennsylvania to the Republican National

Convention in Milwaukee, where they unfurled a giant custom American flag at the

edge of Turning Point Action’s Prayer Vigil for America in Zeidler Park on Sunday.

The two have attended over 100 Trump rallies, selling merchandise from their

business, USATrumpStore.com, including bedazzled “Free Trump” pins and “Keep

America Great” cowboy hats.

At the vigil, Sany D. and Jason mingled with about 100 attendees around tables

littered with voter registration forms, “anti-election fraud” signs, and letter-writing

supplies for those wanting to send well-wishes to Trump. They both believe the

assassination attempt will aid the former president’s campaign bid.

“I don’t know if my support for Trump could get much higher, but it definitely

solidified it even more,” Jaisa said.

The pair added that admirers of the former president transcend any specific ideology.

“People need to know we’re not fascists, racists or nazis,” said Sany D., who asked her

last name not be used. She said her family immigrated to the United States from

India. 

The pair said they aren’t supporters of either Democrats or Republicans.

“We don’t care about either party; we just want America first,” Sany D. continued.

Sylvie Kirsch is a graduate student at the Medill School of Journalism, Media,

Integrated Marketing Communications at Northwestern University.

Faustina Guzman-Trump, a Florida alternate
delegate and Venezuelan immigrant, said people
fleeing her home country need to come to the U.S.
through legal channels.
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People are also reading…

Linda McMahon, former head of the Small Business Administration and former professional wrestler, asked convention attendees to knock on doors for
Trump. 
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Stacey Schieffelin put her cosmetics business on
hold to work with Linda McMahon and the America
First Policy Institute to get out the vote. 
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Support for Israel and an end to animal testing are among the disparate messages being pushed
outside an RNC security checkpoint.
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Sany D. and Jason Jaisa, owners of USATrumpStore.com, hold up a flag at Turning Point Actionʼs Prayer Vigil for America in Milwaukee.
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