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IN D END 
fAKEOVER 

By HlllARY STRAUS in Pine City, N. Y. 
and JANET WILSON in New York City 

~re~ guar_ds taken hostage at the state's toughest 
1rison were freed yesterday, ending a 26-hour pris-
,ner uprising. 
~trocities against the hostage guards were reported by 
atnesses. All three freed hostages were hospitalized. 
Jnmates ended the siege after being allowed to go on a 

JCal TV station to be inter-
iewed about allegedly 
,rutal conditions at the 
:Outhport Correctional Fa-
illty Special Housing Unit 
The takeover at the ultra-
aaximum-security •prison 
QO miles northwest of New 
~ork City began Tuesday at 
,oon, when inmates in cell 
>lock A. who had been al· 
owed into the prison yard 
or their one-hour recreation 
ieriod, used homemade 
mives to take six guards 
10stage. 
Three guards who suffered 

njuries in the siege were 
~leased hours later. 
The remaining three were 

illowed to leave the prison 
:ietween 1 and 2:21 p.m. yes-
:erday, said state Correction 
:::Ommissioner Thomas 
:::OUghlin. 

The inmates, who received 
30 food during the siege, 
3.greed to go back to their 
~ells after the interviews 
!I.bout prison conditions were 
oroadcast over loudspeak· 
ers. Coughlin said a local 
iilstrict attorney will investi-

Atrocities 
against the 
hostages were 
reported. 

gate the takeover -and 
charges will be brought 

Four correction officers, 
who were inside the prison 
when the takeover began but 
managed to elude capture, 
told a reporter they watched 
as the abducted guards were 
stripped, blindfolded and 
handcuffed, had chains 
placed around their necks 
and were dragged to several 
cells. 

At least one hostage was 
forced to eat excrement, 
three of the witnessing 
guards said. One of the 
guards was stabbed in the 
back of his leg, the witnesses 
added. 

The witnesses asked that 
their identities not be re-
vealed. 
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KEEIIING A G.OSE WATCH: A state troaper has a high-powered rifl,E 
reo.dy as he peers thraugh binoculars to follow the progress of the takec 
.James Flateau, a spokes• 

man for the state Correc-
tional Services Department, 
confirmed that the hostage-
takers· used chains, blind-
folds and handcuffs, but he 
would not comment on the 
witnesses' other claims. 

Dennis Middaugh, a field 
representative for Council 
86, the union representing 
the guards, claimed that a 
letter from an Inmate had 
been passed to guards Sun-
day stating there would be a 
riot on Tuesday. 

Gov. Cuomo ordered an 
immediate Investigation, 
saying, "For now, we can all 
be satisfied that the confron-
tation has been defused 
without loss of life. The 
crisis has ended." 

But the newly revamped 
prison is a powderkeg that 
could re-explode if condi• 
tions do not change, union of-
ficials and inmates' attor-
ne:vs 8.2I"eed. ·, .................................. . 
rednl'M n,n,.._:.~- ,,; b o•••-••• 
watching over Inmates 
locked in stifling Isolation 
cells 23 hours a day. 

"It doesn't make sense, to 
concentrate all the trouble-

th~ 1u~nu-•· ••• t•• ... •••-. ~""'••• 
Tom Terrizzi of Prisoners 
Legal Services In Ithaca. 

Three Southport Inmates 
have sued the prison In fed· 
__ ..... __,.,...... ...1 ... ;_,,;.,....,,. _,,,.._ 
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