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JOE loves his wife but believes a man has  to have 

a secret lover (Makhwapheni)  to keep his marriage 

strong. JOE also  has sex with Todvwa who is a 

waitress at a local restaurant he always eats at, because 

he gets satisfaction.
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Todvwa is married to Ndu. They have two children. 

She has sex with JOE to get more money to take 

care of her family because Ndu does not work.

Ndu sleeps with Todvwa’s younger 

sister Senteni because he believe 

                        it’s his cultural right                   

                         uyalamuta.  
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Senteni has a boyfriend Masabalala. 
Senteni says the reason she cheats on her 

boyfriend is because he does it too, 

Iso Ngeso. She also has sex with 

Mphara who is a soccer star.  
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Mphara has a steady girlfriend Zazi. 
He has no strings attached sex with Sibongile 

and enjoys one night stands at night clubs. 

Mphara is a player because he believes women 

love players.

76



98

Sibongile is looking for marriage but she knows she 

cannot have it with Mphara. She thinks Mpisholo 

is marriage material because he looks serious but he 

also has Sindisiwe, Velile  and Babazile in his 

life. He believes that a wife is chosen from a pool. 
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Babazile thinks Mpisholo might not marry her, so she is 

involved with Babe Gumedze a business man with three 

wives. Babe Gumedze promises that he will make her his fourth 

wife.  Babazile is happy to be his wife.
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Babe Gumedze’s second wife laMsane feels 

neglected but he tells her kuluswa lefikako.    
          laMsane has started having sex with 

Babe Mziyako who is a farmer and is always 

there for her. She feels cared for because he listens 

and treats her with respect. 
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Mziyako has sex with other women because he    

believes indvodza ayihlafuni ngamhlatsi 
munye. One of his girlfriends is Sthandwa. 
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Sthandwa is a young clerk. She is sick of 

Mziyako’s games because she wants true love. 

She finds it with Lunga who feels trapped 

in his marriage but wants to be with her. 
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Lunga’s wife is aware of the affair and 

tells Sthandwa to leave her husband. Sthandwa 

knows that she has his heart and tells her 

         “keep the ring and I’ll keep the man”.

1918



20

They all don’t know JOE... 
...but they have met him because they think like him 

and act like him. 

They met him when they had sex with someone who 

had sex with someone who had sex with JOE.

They also don’t know.... 

...that JOE is HIV positive 
That is how HIV spreads. 

 

S`TRU! Aw`kaphephi 

That is why one out of three Swazis is HIV positive
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What is S`TRU! Aw`kaphephi! About?

S`TRU! Aw`kaphephi! is a campaign that shows how everyday 

sayings and expressions are used to excuse the habit of having 

sex with more than one person. It gives warning that thinking and 

using these sayings make us have more than one partner which 

leads to getting HIV.

The S`TRU! Aw`kaphephi! message...

You are not safe from HIV if you and your partner think, say or 

believe these things.

Even if you think it is justified, having sex with many partners puts 

you at risk of getting HIV.

S`TRU! Aw`kaphephi!

Is brought to you by Lusweti

Supported by NERCHA

In partnership with Soul City


