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Protests and Progress: The African Quest for Fair Governance. 

Written by: Thedi Thulare 

A large crowd of protesters holding 

placards and banners during a 

demonstration against corruption.  

Photo credit: DW News 

Across Africa, citizens are taking to the 

streets in widespread protests, 

demanding accountability and 

transparency from their governments. 

From Mozambique’s October 

demonstrations against alleged 

electoral fraud to South Africa’s 

ongoing struggles with corruption 

scandals, the fight for fair governance 

has become a continent-wide 

movement. Why are these protests 

happening now? Frustrated by 

corruption, unemployment, and 

economic instability, people are 

pushing back against systems that fail 

to serve them. How these movements 

unfold could determine the future of 

democracy and economic growth in 

Africa. 

Protests have become a common 

feature of political life across Africa, 

with citizens using their voices to 

demand change. In Mozambique, 

recent demonstrations erupted over 

allegations of electoral manipulation, 

reflecting frustration with a system 

many believe is rigged against 

ordinary citizens. Similarly, in South 

Africa, service delivery protests have 

intensified as communities express 

anger over corruption and 

mismanagement of public funds. Other 

countries, like Nigeria and Zimbabwe, 

have witnessed similar unrest, with 

citizens rallying against systemic 

corruption and a lack of accountability. 

Corruption remains a significant barrier 

to fair governance in Africa. According 
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to Transparency International's 2023 

Corruption Perceptions Index, Sub-

Saharan Africa had the lowest global 

average score of 32 out of 100, 

indicating high levels of perceived 

public sector corruption.  

In Mozambique, resources meant for 

public services are often siphoned off, 

leaving communities impoverished and 

infrastructure underdeveloped. South 

Africa has seen high-profile cases like 

the Gupta family's state capture 

scandal, which highlighted how 

corruption at the highest levels of 

government can erode public trust and 

cripple service delivery. These issues 

are not confined to individual countries 

but represent a broader challenge 

across the continent. 

Corruption and poor governance have 

devastating effects on local 

economies. In Mozambique, 

widespread corruption deters foreign 

investment, exacerbates 

unemployment, and fuels inflation. In 

South Africa, rolling blackouts caused 

by mismanagement at the state-owned 

power utility, Eskom, illustrate how 

governance failures can directly impact 

economic growth. Similar stories can 

be found in countries like Kenya, 

where corruption in public procurement 

has left essential services 

underfunded, and Nigeria, where 

mismanagement of oil revenues 

hinders economic diversification.  

As corruption scandals dominate 

headlines, many African voters feel 

disillusioned with the political process. 

Voter turnout has declined in several 

countries, reflecting a loss of faith in 

elections as a tool for change. In 

Mozambique, allegations of vote-

rigging discourage citizens from 

participating in future elections. In 

South Africa, declining support for 

major political parties signals growing 

frustration with the political 

establishment. Across the continent, 

this disillusionment threatens to 

weaken democracies further. 

Despite these challenges, grassroots 

movements and civil society 

organizations are stepping up to 

advocate for change. Youth-led 

initiatives in Nigeria, such as the 

#EndSARS protests against police 

brutality, have inspired similar 

movements in other African countries. 

In South Africa, organizations like 

Corruption Watch mobilize citizens to 

hold leaders accountable. In 

Mozambique, local activists continue 

to push for electoral reform. These 

efforts highlight the resilience and 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1211798/corruption-perception-index-in-sub-saharan-africa/
https://edostate.gov.ng/endsars-obaseki-inaugurates-20-man-judicial-panel-of-inquiry-monday/
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/
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determination of African citizens to 

fight for fair governance.  

The road to progress requires strong 

institutions, transparent leadership, 

and an engaged citizenry. African 

governments must prioritize anti-

corruption reforms, empower 

independent electoral commissions, 

and invest in economic development. 

Meanwhile, citizens must continue to 

demand accountability and use their 

collective power to shape the future of 

their nations. 

Protests sweeping across Africa 

underscore the continent's shared 

challenges and its people's 

unwavering quest for fair governance. 

From the streets of Maputo to the 

townships of Johannesburg, the 

message is clear, Africans will not 

remain silent in the face of corruption 

and inequality. The road to a brighter, 

more equitable future may be long, but 

the determination of the people 

remains a beacon of hope. 

 


