
FROM CLUELESS TO CARDSHARK: NAVIGATING THE NEW DEAL IN INDIAN POKER 
 

Picture this: a grammar-obsessed writer who wouldn't know a full house from a 
townhouse lands a job at a poker news company. It sounds like the premise for a 
sitcom, but it was my reality a few years back. I began with absolutely zero knowledge 

of poker but was eager to dive into this new world. 
 
A Royal Flush of Confusion 
 
In the beginning, I was completely lost. The terminology, the intense strategy—it was 

all a blur. I buried myself in poker tutorials, watched countless tournaments, and 
played a few very low-stakes games to get a feel for it. Slowly, the fog began to lift. 

With the incredible support of my colleagues, who patiently answered all my questions, 
my confidence grew alongside my understanding of the game. I started writing articles 
that were both informative and entertaining, interviewing players, and analyzing 

tournaments. 
 
Embracing the Community and Hitting My Stride 
 
A real turning point was connecting with the vibrant poker community. Hearing the 

stories from seasoned pros and passionate amateurs alike became a constant source of 
inspiration. Before long, I had managed to not only survive but thrive in the poker 

industry. I became known for my engaging writing and genuine passion for the game, 
and I even got to travel to amazing locations to cover live tournaments, which was a 
dream come true. The moment that truly solidified my place was being featured in 

PokerGuru's list of 10 most popular women in poker for 2020. 
 
The Game Changer: The 2025 Online Gaming Bill 
 
Just when I felt I had a firm seat at the table, the entire industry was dealt an 

unexpected card: the Online Gaming Bill 2025. With its blanket ban on real-money 
online gaming, the world I had come to know was turned upside down. The digital 

tables fell silent, and a wave of uncertainty hit the community I had grown to love. 
 
My journey, however, taught me more than just the rules of poker. It taught me how to 

adapt. 
 
The Lesson: Curiosity is the Ultimate Ante 
 
Looking back, I realize my initial lack of knowledge was a blessing in disguise. It forced 

me to approach the game with a beginner's mind, to ask questions, and to constantly 
seek new information. That curiosity, combined with a passion for writing, was the key 

to my success then, and it's what I'm relying on now. 



 
The game has changed, but the spirit of the community and the strategic heart of poker 

remain. Now, the challenge is different. It’s about covering the shift to live games, 
exploring new global opportunities, and telling the stories of a community navigating a 

pivotal moment. 
 

So, to any writer hesitant to step out of their comfort zone, I say this: embrace the 
unknown, stay curious, and never stop learning. The path might change in ways you 
never expected, but that’s often where the most interesting stories are found. 

 


