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A group of women from Abram
have joined together to wear
red hats, something purple and
to celebrate life, all inspired by
a poem to create a positive ag-
ing movement.
Abram Angels are one of 200
chapters in England from The
Red Hat Society, an interna-
tional organisation who are
committed to changing the
way older women are viewed
in today’s society.

Lynda Baker, Queen of
Abram Angels, founded the
group in June.

She said: “The Red Hat So-
ciety started in the US and is
an informal way of women
who are a certain age to make
friends and enjoy life.

“We get together for lunch-
es, theatre trips, cinema out-
ings and mini breaks.

“There are no set meetings
or rules, you just do your own
thing.”

Lynda set up Abram An-
gels having recently retired as
a head teacher.

She said: “I went out for
lunch and there were ladies
wearing red hats so I went
over and asked what the red
hats were about and they told
me about The Red Hat Society.

“When you retire after be-
ingbusy,youthink‘ohwhatam

I going to do with my life?’ So I
thought I’ll start it and get peo-
ple interested.”

The launch of The Red
Hats was influenced by Jenny
Joseph’s poem, Warning.

Jenny writes: “When I am
an old woman, I shall wear
purple, with a red hat which
doesn’tgoanddoesn’tsuitme.”

Voted Britain’s favourite
poem for the second time in
2006, it demonstrates that life
is about being fun and not be-
ing held back by age.

As a member, you get in-
vited to other chapters, at-
tend annual get togethers and
worldwide conventions in
America.

Lynda said: “I’ve only got
eight members at the moment
but that’s enough to organise.

“We all live in the same vil-
lage and we meet other chap-
ters.

“We recently met up with
some members from Orm-
skirk and hadlunch withthem
and we are meeting with some
fromLiverpooltowatchashow
at Liverpool Empire in April.

“Therewillbeabout50peo-
ple turning up with their hats
on.”

The group also benefits as
a supporting network as Lyn-
da said three of the ladies are
recently widowed, so it’s given
them something to do.

She added: “It means they
can go out with other women
because it’s difficult for ladies
on their own.”

Hats off - to a
very special
band of angels

By Molly Court
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@WigToday

The society’s events and
meetings, otherwise known
as ‘hoots’ are very spontane-
ous and it’s all about coming
up with a good idea.

“Our next event is cele-
brating Burns Night in our lo-
cal community centre and we
arehopingthecommunitywill
join us.

“We are going to be the
waitresses in our hats and the
money raised will be going to
charity.

“There’s always something,
you could be every week if you
wanted to.”

Abram Angels pay their
own way in whatever they get
up to and try to keep the cost
downbuttheircontributionto
society is often rewarded.

Lynda said: “We had after-
noon tea at The Bucks Head
in Abram and they had nev-
er done afternoon tea before
so we helped them with how
to do it and they gave us free
prosecco.

“We even got them some
nicecupsandsaucersandnow
they have afternoon tea on the
menu.”

Speak about the future,
Lynda said: “It would be nice if
a male Red Hats would start so
men could get together and do
things as so far it’s only women
over the age of 50.”

If you’re interested in join-
ing Abram Angels and The Red
Hat Society, contact Lynda via
bakerlc@blueyonder.co.ukfor
more details.

The members of the local Red Hats Society

One of the lucky chickens previously rescued by the organisation

New year call to
rescue a chicken
Hundreds more caged hens
could be given a new start in
life this weekend thanks to
an animal rescue organisa-
tion.

A m b e r s w o o d - b a s e d
Lucky Hens Rescue will hold
its next adoption day on Sat-
urday,whenthebirdsarecol-
lected by their new owners.

Itishopedthathomescan
be found for 370 fowl - saving
them slaughter after outliv-
ing their usefulness on bat-
tery farms - and giving them
a new start as much-loved
family pets.

A further 300 hens were
rescued from the same farm
afewweeksagoandthefarm-
er agreed those remaining
could be saved too.

Lucky Hens, which was
set up by Alison Thorpe, has
saved28,918henssinceitwas
set up almost 10 years ago.

Alison said: “It’s easy to
keep chickens in back gar-
dens.

“An average family can
keep three or four.

“It’s a good thing to do.
“It’s rescuing an animal

thathasbeenaneggslaveand
giving them a family home,
like a pet dog or cat.”

Chickens can be kept in
a shed or small coop, with
some people turning chil-
dren’s play houses into
homes for their hens.

They should be in secure
gardens or yards and usual-

ly have space for the hens to
roam.

Lucky Hens holds regular
adoption days, but the next
one is not expected to take
place until March.

More information about
caring for hens, as well as a
booking form to request an
adoption, can be found at
luckyhensrescuenorthwest.
weebly.com.




